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AN ACT
Amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judiciary and

Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, prohibiting use of the death penalty.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Sections 1102 (a) and 3301 (b) (1) of Title 18 of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read:
§ 1102. Sentence for murder, murder of unborn child and murder
of law enforcement officer.

(a) First degree.--

(1) Except as provided under section 1102.1 (relating to

sentence of persons under the age of 18 for murder, murder of

an unborn child and murder of a law enforcement officer), a

person who has been convicted of a murder of the first degree

or of murder of a law enforcement officer of the first degree

shall be sentenced to [death or to] a term of life
imprisonment in accordance with 42 Pa.C.S. § 9711 (relating
to sentencing procedure for murder of the first degree).

(2) The sentence for a person who has been convicted of



1 first degree murder of an unborn child shall be the same as

2 the sentence for murder of the first degree.[, except that

3 the death penalty shall not be imposed. This paragraph shall
4 not affect the determination of an aggravating circumstance
5 under 42 Pa.C.S. § 9711(d) (17) for the killing of a pregnant
6 woman. ]

7 * % *

8 § 3301. Arson and related offenses.

9 * K *
10 (b) Sentence.--

11 (1) A person convicted of violating the provisions of

12 subsection (a) (2), murder of the first degree[,] or second

13 degree, shall be sentenced to [death or] life imprisonment

14 without right to parole[; a person convicted of murder of the
15 second degree, pursuant to subsection (a) (2), shall be

16 sentenced to life imprisonment without right to parole].

17 Notwithstanding provisions to the contrary, no language

18 herein shall infringe upon the inherent powers of the

19 Governor to commute said sentence.

20 x x %

21 Section 2. Section 9711 of Title 42 is amended to read:

22 § 9711. Sentencing procedure for murder of the first degree.

23 [ (a) Procedure in jury trials.--

24 (1)] After a verdict of murder of the first degree is

25 recorded [and before the jury is discharged], the court shall
26 [conduct a separate sentencing hearing in which the jury

27 shall determine whether the defendant shall be sentenced to
28 death or] sentence the defendant to life imprisonment.

29 [[(2) In the sentencing hearing, evidence concerning the
30 victim and the impact that the death of the victim has had on
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12 Section 3. This act shall apply to defendants and

13 individuals who have not been sentenced as of the effective date
14 of this section.

15 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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