
 Representative Joseph A. Ferko, a successful pharmacist who served 
one term in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, was well 
known for founding and leading the Ferko String Band.  The Ferko 
String Band gained notoriety for their performances in the Mummers 
Parade in Philadelphia, and for recordings that made the Billboard Top 
100. Ferko is credited with developing a signature dance known as the 
Mummers Strut that he performed as he led his band. 
 Ferko died on April 19, 1964, after receiving an award for 50 years of 
service as a Mummer. The band has continued to perform around the 
world since Ferko’s death. 
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This Photo: Ferko 
pictured in 1959. 
Source: Bradshaw, 
Dave and Tom 
Frangicetto, Joe’s 
Boys, (Reading, 
PA, Exeter House 
Books, 1995). 

Tell us more about this photo!

Joseph A. Ferko (1935-1936, Philadelphia County)

 The House Archives was recently 
provided with an image from 1957 in 
which eight contestants vying to be 
crowned Queen of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Property and Supplies 
are shown on the Main Rotunda steps. 
Newspaper sources explain that the 
image to the right was taken as a 
preview of an August 8, 1957 event 
held at Hersheypark. 
 Sharon McKee, provider of the 
photograph, is the daughter of Connie 
DePalma (third from the left). She 
shared that her mother worked for the 
Department of Property and Supplies 
in the 1950s and briefly returned 
to serving the Commonwealth in 
the late 1980s, working for Auditor 
General Don Bailey and former House 
Speaker K. Leroy Irvis. Mrs. McKee 
also explained that Margaret “Peggy” 
Carduff Napoli (fourth from the left), who left the 
Department of Property and Supplies, eventually 
was employed by the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, and subsequently worked for 
Representative Fred Trello.  

 The House Archives would love further 
information on this event, or similar events from 
other years. If you know more about the contest or 
the ladies pictured above, please contact us at 717-
783-3866 or records@pabmc.net.  

 

From right to left: Nancy Bear, Susan Baumgardner, Connie DePalma, Peggy 
Ann Carduff, Arlene Varesko, Carol Buck, Carolyn Slabodnik, and Constance 
Good. 

  Source material: “Bathing Beauties To Vie For Title At Hershey.” Patriot News (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania), July 27, 1957.



      Representative Nicholas B. Moehlmann served in the United States Army and 
practiced law before being elected to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 

Following a 1982 hot air balloon 
ride, Moehlmann undertook several 
years of flight instruction to become 
a commercial pilot. He and friend, 
former Member Marv Miller, founded 
the Susquehanna Valley Balloon 
Company in 1986. Representative 
Moehlmann continues to own and 
operate the business today. 
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Postcards from the PA House of  Representatives! 

Thomas J. Gola (1967-1970, Philadelphia County)

 Representative Thomas J. Gola followed 
a noteworthy college basketball career by 
playing professionally for both the Philadelphia 
Warriors (1955-1962) and the New York Knicks 
(1962-1966). After he retired from the NBA, 
he took a position as head coach for the La 
Salle College Men’s Basketball Team (1968-
1970), serving and coaching simultaneously 
until he resigned from the House on January 4, 
1970. In 1976 his achievements were honored 
when he was named to the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. Photo: “A Well Deserved La Salle Tribute 

to the Legendary Tom Gola.” (by Harry 
Allison) fastphillysports.com accessed 
June 5, 2017. 

James C. Wobensmith (1915-1918, Philadelphia County) 

 Representative James C. Wobensmith was a veteran of the Spanish-American War 
and a prolific patent attorney who served two terms in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. After his brief political career, Wobensmith became well known 
for his efforts as a magician. In 1909 he was initiated into the Society of American 
Magicians by Harry Houdini, and in 1930 he was elected to a 1 year term as the 
president of that organization. He authored the book Magic Patents: A Classified 
List of United States Patents Relating to Magic, Illusions, and Allied Subjects (1928), 
and often lectured and wrote on various topics related to improving magic trick 
illusions and etiquette for magicians. 

Nicholas B. Moehlmann (1975-1990, Berks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties)

Left: Photo provided by Representative Moehlmann. 

Gus Yatron (1957-1960,  Berks County)

 Representative Gus Yatron (born Constantine George Yatron) worked as a 
professional boxer as well as drove a delivery truck for his father’s ice cream 
business. Yatron began his boxing career on the amateur boxing circuit at the 
age of 14, winning an impressive 18 out of 20 fights. Moving to professional 
boxing, he had a 13-2-1 record with nine knockout wins. Yatron left boxing 
and began his prolific political career with his election to the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives in 1956 and 1958, and was subsequently elected to the 
Pennsylvania State Senate and to Congress.   

 Postcards highlighting 
the beauty of the House 
Chamber have been a 
popular souvenir for 
visitors of the State Capitol 
for more than a century. 
Shown here are just a few 
from our collection in the 
House Archives. 

Introducing ArchivesSpace!
 The House Archives now uses ArchivesSpace to maintain its online finding aids. This new program makes it 
easier to search our collections and see the materials we have in the Archives. Records in the House Archives 
span over 40 years of legislative history and include committee records, personal papers of past Members and 
staff, and other unique items relating to the history of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 
 To access ArchivesSpace, visit the House Archives’ website, www.house.state.pa.us/BMC/archives, and 
click on COLLECTIONS.  Follow the link to ArchivesSpace.  Here one can search a specific collection or by 
topic. Contact the House Archives with any questions.
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