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Heidi Mays (HM):  Good Afternoon.  I am here today with Peter Zug who represented 

the 102
nd

 Legislative district from 1993 to 2006. Thank you for being here with me today. 

  

The Honorable Peter J. Zug (PZ):  You’re welcome. 

 

HM:  I wanted to begin by asking you about your childhood and your family life and 

how that prepared you for your career in public service. 

 

PZ:  Well, the political thing, when my mother was young she was active in the Young 

Republicans
1
 and I guess the county committee, and when she had my brother and I, she 

weaned away from that and but, she used to tell stories about the fun they used to do.  It 

was a different era and they had a lot of fun.  There was a gentleman from Richland, Ray 

Ballinger, who was – when I was small – secretary to Governor Scranton [William; 

Governor, 1963-1967] and Governor Shafer [Raymond P.; Governor, 1967-1971] and 

later a turnpike commissioner.  He was always at the polls and was an interesting 

individual.  So I think that, at some juncture, spurred my interest.  I grew up in a very 

small town, but, my predecessor was from Richland, a row officer from Richland.  My 

uncle ran for county row office, so there was a lot of heritage and history in a very small 

community that I grew up in. 

 

HM:  So, what shaped you to become a Republican? 

 

                                                 
1
 A social club for Members of the Republican Party between the ages of 18 to 40.  It is a national 

organization, but has local chapters in individual states. 



 3 

PZ:  My parents, my grandparents, my great-grandparents; everybody in Lebanon 

County is a Republican. 

 

HM:  Okay, did you always think that you would have political aspirations? 

 

PZ:  No, I don’t think so.  I went to college; I wanted to be a banker [and] majored in 

business.  Ironically, when I was in school, through a fraternity, got on student 

government board and that had me contact my State Representative who was Nick 

Moehlmann [Nicholas; State Representative, Lebanon County, 1975-1990], again, from 

Richland, and he offered me an internship and that developed into a job with him.  Later, 

[I] campaigned for Senator Brightbill [David J. ―Chip‖; State Senator, 1983-2008] and 

[was given] a job for Senator Brightbill.  And one day, I said, ―There is an opportunity 

for me to run for the State Legislature and I want to take it.‖ 

 

HM:  Could you talk about that opportunity to run for the State Legislature because, I 

think, you were running against an incumbent that year. 

 

PZ:  Yeah, in 1990, the General Assembly lost a lot of incumbents.  Two of those were 

from Lebanon County:  George Jackson [State Representative, Lebanon County, 1981-

1990] and Nick Moehlmann.  I actually, at the time, was living in George’s seat, but [I] 

grew up in Nick’s.  Coincidentally, [I] got married in 1991 and moved into what used to 
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be Nick’s seat and  ran as a Republican against the incumbent Democrat
2
 and actually, as 

it turned out, beat him quite handily. 

 

HM:  So, what made you decide to run for the Pennsylvania House? 

 

PZ:  Well, working as a staff person in the district, there were many opportunities to help 

people; fixing pot holes, getting driver’s license or workers compensation issues 

resolved.  When the opportunity came around, I thought it would be an opportunity to 

help people in a different way, through legislation and through some of the abilities that 

you get in Harrisburg as a member of the State Legislature.  So, I took a swing and 

worked real hard and ran and was successful.  

 

HM:  Well did anyone help you with your campaign? 

 

PZ:  Oh, everybody and, you know, my family, the Party, the community.  We had a 

very good campaign [and] worked very hard.  My wife worked tremendously [and] we 

were newlyweds, at the time, and we took off two months from work and knocked on 

doors.  I had an intern, Greg Spittal, who helped tremendously, too.  Susan would come 

home from work and type all the door-to-door letters saying, ―It was nice to meet you,‖ 

or ―Sorry you weren’t home.‖  So, there were a lot of people who worked and maybe it 

was the best campaign in the history of the county.  It was a tremendous effort and we 

and we were successful. 

 

                                                 
2
 Ed Arnold; State Representative, Lebanon County, 1991-1992. 
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HM:  Would you say that your campaigns changed through time since you have been a 

member for 14 years? 

                               

PZ:  I think they do.  I think that the first one, well, we spent a decent amount of money. 

It was a lot of door-to-door, a lot of, you know, pounding the streets and pressing the 

flesh.  I think, generally, over time, with TV, campaigns tend to be a little bit more media 

focused.  There is really no replacement, I don’t think, for actually meeting people. 

 

HM:  So, did you like campaigning? 

 

PZ:  I never really thought I would, but as it turned out, I did.  It’s a great way to meet 

people and listen to their concerns and just meet individual people.  And when I ran the 

first time my – I’m the ninth generation of my family to live in Lebanon County and I 

would listen to people, as I knocked on the door, about how they new my grandfather or 

my great grandfather.  Individuals that I didn’t know and they worked for them or they 

were acquaintances, so it was very, very interesting.  Particularly, the first time I ran, just 

to meet some people that I would never otherwise have met and to have learned a lot 

about my family history. 

 

HM:  Well, that’s nice.  Could you talk a little bit about the 102
nd

 Legislative District? 

 

PZ:  Well, it’s, again, more the rural parts of Lebanon County.  When I first ran, it 

included some very rural parts of Dauphin County.  With re-apportionment, I lost those 
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three townships.  It changes a little bit, today, as people are moving out of the urban 

centers.  Not only Lebanon, into the townships surrounding Lebanon, but people coming 

into the area from New Jersey and New York and the Southeastern section of 

Pennsylvania, because it is cheaper to live in our area and they’re having some adult 

communities.  So, it’s a little bit of the (inaudible) the urbanization.  I mean, although it’s 

still a rural community, there are some factors changing.  One is the big controversy with 

Wal-Mart, whether or not we should get our third one.  So, there are some growth issues. 

 

HM:  Since it is rural, how long does it take for you to get from one end of your district 

to the other? 

 

PZ:  When I first ran, it was about an hour and a half which is surprising since I am not 

that far from Harrisburg and I couldn’t stay within my district to get from Carsonville to 

Kleinfeltersville.  When I lost the Dauphin County section, it’s more now like 40 minutes 

to go from (inaudible) to Kleinfeltersville.  So, it’s – for central Pennsylvania, eastern 

Pennsylvania district – it’s pretty large and, again, it’s about half the population of 

Lebanon County, but about three quarters of geographic area of the county.  

 

HM:  Would you say anything in your county or your seat is unique to Pennsylvania, or 

is it more representative of the rest of the state? 

 

PZ:  Well, I think it’s a great area where I grew up, where my kids are growing up.  We 

have little things like opera fudge which is a little candy that a lot of people don’t have.  
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It’s sort-of like a butter cream, but they are unique to our area.  You know, obviously the 

bologna; Seltzers or Kutztown.  We have a real treat with those products, (inaudible) 

pretzels.  I represent Fort Indiantown Gap
3
 with the National Cemetery and the 

Memorial, which I helped get funding for, is there and that certainly is unique to 

Pennsylvania.  It’s the only memorial we have, today, in Pennsylvania that is a National 

Cemetery.  So, it’s, again, it’s a great place.  You can jump on the Turnpike and be in 

Philadelphia in one hour and 15 minutes, Valley Forge in 50 minutes, or New York, in 

not too long after that.  

 

HM:  How has your district changed other than through the re-apportionment?  Has it 

changed drastically or has it been pretty much the same? 

 

PZ:  Well, I think in a lot of ways, it’s still fairly rural.  You, again, lose some farms for 

housing developments.  You, again, have, as I mentioned earlier, people coming from 

other communities into ours because it’s a nice and a little bit more inexpensive to live in. 

I think, for the most part, while there are houses along roads where there weren’t when I 

was a kid, it’s still pretty much the same and the people, in a lot of ways, are the same.  

 

HM:  You talked about living fairly close to Harrisburg; do you think that there are any 

special challenges that face Representatives that do live close to Harrisburg? 

 

                                                 
3
 An active US Army National Guard Training Center located in Lebanon County, PA. It is the 

headquarters of the PA Department of Military and Veteran Affairs. 
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PZ:  Well, I think that there is some, maybe, advantages and some disadvantages.  Matt 

Ryan [Matthew J.; State Representative, Delaware County, 1963-2003; Speaker 1981-

1982, 1995-2003] used to say that you were going to college and being a commuter 

student.  You would go home at night, but I have two small children and I got to see them 

every night when I would go home, even if it was one o’clock in the morning.  I would 

generally see them awake in the morning before I left.  People that live in Oil City and 

Erie don’t get that and that’s a huge advantage, I believe, that no matter what time, I can 

jump on the Turnpike and go home.  You, also, in some ways, lose the camaraderie of 

getting to know some of the Members who come from other parts of the state; there are 

203 Members.  To get anything done in the House, you need 102 votes, so you need to 

find 101 other people who are willing to help you.  I think, part of the way you establish 

relationships, is getting to know people, going to events with people and you have a 

bigger advantage doing that if you are staying here for those three or four days, rather 

than going home at night.  So, there are some advantages and disadvantages.  I just think 

that where I live, the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages and I am glad that I was 

able to – while you always miss things your children do, I got to see a lot more than some 

of my colleagues did. 

 

HM:  Do you think that there were challenges, since both of your children were born 

while you were a House Member, you know, do you think that you missed – I guess you 

didn’t think you missed out on much then? 
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PZ:  Well, no, I think you do.  I can remember when, you know, when one of my 

children was born – I guess it was Sarah, who is my oldest – and we were on the Floor 

debating something, and Susan was in the hospital, waiting to go, and I wasn’t coming to 

get her because I was on the Floor.  I mean, Matt Ryan finally came down and got me 

and said, ―Look you’re out of here, you leave.‖  So, you know, it depends a little bit how 

you can schedule your time.  Sometimes you can, sometimes you can’t, but again, you 

miss opportunities.  My daughter had a soccer game, last night. I’m not running for re-

election, so I could go there.  She scored a goal; that was terrific.  Otherwise, I might not 

have been there and because of other, you know, commitments that you have.  So, I 

missed some of the stuff but, again, not as much as some of the people in Oil City and 

Pittsburgh and Erie and Scranton, who are here three, four days a week, 34 weeks a year.  

 

HM:  Do you feel like you effectively reached your constituents in maybe your message 

or your platform through newsletters or your website or any other media outlets? 

 

PZ:  I believe that there are a lot of tools that we have that were at our disposal.  We used 

those tools, I think, effectively.  I thought we had tremendous messages to send. 

Particularly, during the Ridge Administration
4
, basically because I think that the train, as 

Bill DeWeese [H. William; State Representative, Fayette, Greene and Washington 

Counties, 1976- present, Speaker 1993-1994] used to call it, the locomotive, was all on 

the same track with the same agenda and everybody was saying the same thing.  It 

becomes a lot more difficult when you have a Governor who wants to do ―A‖ and a 

                                                 
4
 Tom Ridge, Governor, 1995-2001. 
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General Assembly who wants to do ―B.‖  Teddy Roosevelt
5
  said, you know, ―Walk 

softly and carrying a big stick.‖  You know, you had the bully pulpit as the Governor and 

the message is a lot easier to deliver as a Governor so, I think that if you are together, it’s 

an easier message to send; if you are sending a message that is different than the 

Governor, it’s more difficult to accomplish, then. 

 

HM:  After being elected to your seat, would you say that you were surprised by 

anything whenever you first came to Harrisburg? 

 

PZ:  I don’t know if I would say I was surprised with anything.  I had been in the game 

for a number of years, and while Harrisburg is different than dealing simply with District 

concerns, I am not sure that there is a whole lot that I can say surprised me. 

 

HM: How would you say that working for the Senate was different than coming to the 

House as a Member? 

 

PZ:  Again, when I worked for Chip [Brightbill] and the Senate, it was in the district and 

I did constituent services: helping people with problems with PennDot, or fixing 

potholes, or driver’s licenses, or unemployment or those things.  When you get to be a 

Member, or when you are working in Harrisburg, you get to work with legislative issues.  

A lot of the bills that I have passed dealt with constituent concerns.  Somebody came to 

me and said that we need a license plate for Vietnam Veterans.  So, we were able to get 

                                                 
5
 Theodore Roosevelt served as the 26

th
 President of the United States from 1901-1909. 
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that passed.  Working as a staff person in the district, you couldn’t have accomplished 

them; as a legislator you can.  So, it was just a different mechanism to help people. 

 

HM:  Did you have any mentors when you first came to the House? 

 

PZ:  Well, there are an awful lot of great people that I served under who you could 

certainly go to for advice.  You know, Matt Ryan, certainly, early on, was the person who 

knew more about the Institution than anybody in, I think, the history of the Institution. 

Obviously, Senator Brightbill helped me a lot both when I worked for him and when I 

was a Member.  So, there were a lot of people willing to help and talk to you and give 

you advice. 

 

HM:  Now that you are preparing to leave, do you feel like you were able to help 

anybody along the way?  Show them the ropes? 

 

PZ:  Well, we sat in a group called the East Central Caucus which was one of the 

informal bodies that gets together.  So, we helped, I think, as people came in, showed 

them what you should be doing and what you shouldn’t be doing.  So, a group of people, 

I’m not sure that I can say, specifically, individually one, but I think as a group of people, 

we tried band together to take care of people from our area. 

 

HM:  Can you tell me what your relationship was like with lobbyists? 
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PZ:  Well, I think lobbyists – I don’t know exactly what the question means but, my 

relationship you know with everyone is pretty good.  I mean, you look at lobbyists as 

someone who, they have an interest, but they want to share information about the subject 

that the legislature is coming to vote for.  So, they can answer questions both pro and con 

on those subjects.  So, I have actually always looked at them as people who have an 

unusually crisp knowledge in an area and you can garner information from them. 

 

HM:  Could you tell me – again, I’m using the same word, but – what your relationship 

was like with the media?  

 

PZ:  Well, my relationship with my local newspaper, I thought, was always pretty good. 

They have a reporter up here and that was always pretty decent and would print pretty 

much what we said.  The bigger media outlets, you know, [we] didn’t really have an 

opportunity to deal with them because, you know, from a small county, we were pretty 

much left alone. 

 

HM:  Did you maybe have a different relationship with, maybe, Harrisburg, the Patriot 

News
6
?  

 

PZ:  Again, we were sort-of on the outskirts of their coverage area.  So, they only called 

you when there was something controversial, not when you were doing good things, 

because that didn’t count so much because you were on the fringe.  But my own paper 

was pretty good.  Then, my radio station was terrific. Yeah. 

                                                 
6
 Daily newspaper serving Harrisburg and the greater Central Pennsylvania region. 
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HM:  Speaker John Perzel [State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1979-present; 

Speaker 2003-2006] appointed you Speaker Pro Tempore, twice 2005; what was your 

reaction as you stood at the rostrum? 

 

PZ:  Oh, it’s a terrific opportunity to stand there and run the show for a little bit.  It’s just, 

you get a little bit awestruck when you are doing it.  

 

HM:  Can you tell me what your thoughts are on seniority system in the House? 

 

PZ:  Well, there’s a lot of merit to it.  I don’t like the part of about the alphabetized 

seniority within a class, but there is a lot of merit to the ability to come here and garner a 

little information on issues and information on the House, itself, and how it operates.  So, 

I think that’s, you know, in some ways, a good thing.  I wish they would take the alphabet 

and throw that out and, you know, pick by lottery. 

 

HM:  (laugh)  Did that impact you a lot, having a last name that starts with Z? 

 

PZ:  I was the last person to get an office when I was a freshman.  That never really 

bothered me so much, and the point with committee chairman, would have been the part 

that I think would have been more important.  Matt Baker [Matthew; State 

Representative, Bradford and Tioga Counties, 1993-present] would have gotten one, 

when I came in, 22 times before me.  There were 23 in our class—our Republican class.  
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You know, as history points out, that won’t matter anymore, but that was the only part 

that the seniority really provided an issue for me.  I always had a pretty good relationship 

with the Speaker.  Both Matt and John, and I think I have always had terrific committees.  

I don’t know how they give those out, if it’s seniority or not, but I always had terrific 

committees. 

 

HM:  Well, what was your first office like whenever you were a Member? 

 

PZ:  My first office was in the South Office Building, which, I guess, now, is the Irvis 

Office Building.  I hated it; it was on the fourth floor and you had to walk down five 

flights of stairs and walk over to the Capitol.  We were in the minority, so we would go 

up five flights of stairs to the Minority Caucus Room and I was very happy to move to 

the [East Wing] Annex after my first term.  You were a little bit more in the hub of where 

everything was going, plus we got the majority, so the Caucus Room was even closer. 

 

HM:  Would you say that you embraced the technology that the House has given you, 

such as the laptops on the House floor? 

 

PZ:  Yeah, I think that it’s been a terrific move in the right direction.  When I first got 

here, we used to kill a lot of trees because we have to see every bill and fiscal note that 

goes through.  So, you could only imagine the paperwork that people were getting, 

looking at and throwing away.  In a relatively short period of time, the computers make 
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that go instantaneously, so it has been a terrific asset and, I’m sure, cost savings to the 

Commonwealth.  

 

HM:  How do you feel about being wired with a cell phone, at all times?  Do you feel 

that you are always connected to your constituents? 

 

PZ:  I don’t always carry a cell phone. 

 

HM:  Well, there you go. (laugh) 

 

PZ:  There are times when you just need to get away.  So, I have it. They’re important; 

you wonder how society got along – when I started, you know – it shows my age now – 

but, I used to call a friend of mine and read him the paper over the telephone [and] tell 

him what was in it.  You know, today, you can punch up the newspaper on the computer.  

You don’t even have to fax it, you know, when you look at how life has changed in a 

relatively short period of time, I think we sort-of lived that.  When I started working, you 

didn’t have computers, you didn’t have fax machines, and you didn’t have cell phones 

and today, you have everything on one little cell phone.  It can do it all. 

 

HM:  Have you noticed any other changes since you started, whether it be technological 

or even low-tech changes? 
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PZ:  I don’t know if this is where you want to get into it, but I think the House is 

becoming a little bit more sterile, the Members.  When I first got here, it seemed that it 

was a lot more camaraderie.  Today, it’s a little bit, you know, TV cameras on the floor, 

so everyone is a little bit more careful about what they say and what they’re doing.  We 

bring that about ourselves.  We bring that about by technology and I am not sure that is 

always necessarily the best, but it is changing a lot and it’s a lot more vanilla today than 

when I came; certainly, a lot more vanilla than it was 30 years ago. 

 

HM:  Do you think that is just on the House Floor, or do you think that is actually outside 

of the House Chamber? 

 

PZ:  I think that it’s everywhere.  I really do. 

 

HM:  Can we talk a little bit about your committee assignments? 

 

PZ:  Sure. 

 

HM:  You served on several committees while you were a Member of the House.  Did 

you have favorite? 

 

PZ:  I think Appropriations was the most fun.  You knew a little bit of everything before 

it came, because everything runs through Appropriations.  You do the budget hearings 

which are really interesting and you get to ask all the Cabinet Secretaries questions, 
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ultimately, about anything.  We’ve never had a rule that said you have to ask about the 

budget; you could ask about anything.  They are always a little bit nervous before the 

hearings, so if you needed some special favors done, you know, it was a good time to 

call, before the hearings.  So, I think that was an interesting assignment and I am the sub-

committee Chairman on Education.  So, we got to do some hearings at Temple 

[University] and some of the other colleges and universities and that was really 

interesting, too.  They really gave you a first-hand look at how tax dollars are spent and 

what kind of educational opportunities are out there for children. 

 

HM:  And you also were on the Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness 

Committee. 

 

PZ:  [I] was on that for my entire time.  Most of my bills were ultimately weaned through 

that committee, and I’m not sure why.  It’s just sort-of how it happened and I have had 

some great Chairmen.  Denny O’Brien [Dennis: State Representative, Philadelphia 

County, 1977-1980, 1983-present; Speaker, 2007-2008] and E.J. Lucyk [Edward J.; State 

Representative, Columbia and Schuylkill Counties, 1980-2002] was the first Chairman.  

He was a Democrat and he helped me get a bill through.  Denny O’Brien, Art Hershey 

[Arthur D.; State Representative, Chester and Lancaster Counties, 1993-2008] and now, 

Paul Semmel [State Representative, Berks and Lehigh Counties, 1983-2006], who’s 

really just been an evolution in the committee, really expanded it and done a great job 

with running veteran issues and emergency preparedness issues. 
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HM:  Do you want to talk a little bit about your legislation that went through those 

committees?  I think you had talked about Fort Indiantown Gap; could you talk a little bit 

about your accomplishments that you worked on with the Gap? 

 

PZ:  Well, we had a number of bills, a number of pieces of legislation that dealt with the 

Gap.  One of which was, when the Gap got bracketed and they needed to re-structure and 

become a state facility and run as a state facility [Act 47 of 1994], my legislation that I 

introduced allowed that to happen.  We also did the Honor Guard Deed Burial Details at 

the National Cemetery, so that we can guarantee that our veterans get Color Guards at 

their burials at the Gap.  World War II and Korean War Veteran Diplomas—Operation 

Recognition [Act 73 of 2001] which deals with veterans who went off to war and didn’t 

get their high school diplomas.  It gives an opportunity for schools to do that and we had 

a couple of ceremonies across the mid-state that were just tremendous.  So, we have 

done, I think, a whole lot of veteran issues that drive through that committee with the 

help of all those Chairmen.  

 

HM:  Aside from the veterans issues, were there any other legislation that you are 

particularly proud of? 

 

PZ:  Well, we just had the Chesapeake Bay Water Shed Program [Act 231 of 2004], 

which provides funding to school districts to do outdoor education in either the water 

shed of the Chesapeake Bay or on the Chesapeake Bay and I think that is a terrific 

program.  Water is going to become such a valuable resource.  I mean, I was some place 
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and bought my children a bottle of water for two bucks.  Who would have ever thought, 

as a child growing up, that you would pay for water?  And now, you can pay for some of 

these exotic brands, a lot of money.  So, I think it is important that people understand and 

children understand, you know, where the water comes from, where it goes, the uses and 

how to protect it, and that bill I think is going to be a landmark in years.  I have been 

recognized by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation for getting that bill passed and getting the 

program funded.  

 

HM:  I noticed back in 1995, your first Act, I think you were toughening penalties for 

prostitutes [Act 28 of 1995]. 

 

PZ:  It wasn’t my first one. It was my second or third.  We had a situation in Lebanon 

and, ironically, in Dauphin where there was a prostitute who had AIDS and was 

continuing to solicit and we strengthened the penalties so that we would try to get people 

who had AIDS off the street and into treatment so that they wouldn’t be spreading the 

disease.  It was a health issue and we had Brad Charles, who is now a Judge [and] was 

the District Attorney in Lebanon, and Ed Marsico who is still the District Attorney in 

Dauphin, and they were active in that legislation. It was a good thing, I believe, to do. 

 

HM:  Do you feel that your issues had changed over time or have your issues always 

been the same? 
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PZ:  Well, I think they have all sort-of been flexible, as time goes, and a lot of what has 

come is people have called and said, ―Pete, we have a problem.‖  One of the bills was for 

a lady who called and said, ―My daughter went to high school here, went to college here, 

left the state for five years to work in New York and now wants to come back to 

Pennsylvania.  She is a forester, she needs to get into Civil Service, but the Civil Service 

says that if you are not a resident for more than two years, you can’t apply for Civil 

Service [Act 50 of 2004].‖  So we changed the law to make it five years, so she could 

come back.  So, a lot of – I mean, The Bay of Education Water Shed Program was my 

idea, but a lot of my bills have come from constituents calling me [and] saying there is a 

need to do something.  So, we have done both things.  A lot of that’s just been receptive 

to people and trying to help people.  

 

HM:  As you prepare to leave at the end of this session, is there any legislation that you 

would like to see completed? 

 

PZ:  Well, we just had our last bill signing with Governor Rendell [Edward G.; 

Governor, 2003- 2011] and I brought my kids up.  So, I think that I am pretty much done 

with getting bills done.  I don’t know how many weeks we have left.  We’re scheduled 

for three, I think, in November.  So, I don’t think there is a whole lot of time. 

 

HM:  Okay, what about? 
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PZ:  But, I’ve had four bills signed by four governors.  Every governor I have worked 

with has signed one of my bills.  So, we’ve had a good, I think, history of getting 

legislation passed.  

 

HM:  What about the issues before the House today; is there anything you would like to 

see this Legislature wrap up? 

 

PZ:  Again, I don’t think that there is going to be much done left in this Session and next 

session is going to be pretty interesting, I think.  In some ways, maybe, I am glad I’m not 

going to be around for that.  The thing that we’ve always nipped around the edges 

because it is not an easy issue to resolve is property tax reform.  That, again, is something 

different to everybody.  I mean I think people believe it means, ―How do I pay less in 

property taxes,‖ rather than,  ―How do we pay property taxes,‖ or ―How do we fund local 

education more fairly?‖  That would be a nice thing to resolve, but I’m not quite sure that 

you can resolve it because it is really shifting how you fund programs – education – and, 

I think, people want to figure out how they are going to pay less, not how we do it more 

efficiently. 

 

HM:  You also belong to several committees and commissions outside of the House, 

specifically the Rare Books Committee, which, of which I am a member, as well –  

 

PZ:  Yes. 
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HM:  – and the Chesapeake Bay Commission.  Could you talk about your involvement 

and the accomplishments of these two groups? 

 

PZ: Well, the Chesapeake Bay Commission; I was appointed by John Perzel, and it 

deals, again, with two other states, Maryland and Virginia and we look at the whole 

watershed of the Chesapeake Bay and the impacts of the watershed on the Bay.  Fifty-

five percent of the freshwater that goes into the bay comes through Central Pennsylvania.  

So, it’s a huge impact.  It’s been a great assignment and, again, it was the inspiration to 

do the education bill that I had passed and work with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation on.  

So, that has been a terrific, I think, opportunity for me and for the school districts in my 

area.  The Rare Books Committee was really an idea that my wife came up with.  She 

was on the Governor’s Library Advisory Board and she came home and said, ―We took a 

tour, and you find all these great books that you have in Pennsylvania and they are 

deteriorating.  We’ve got to do something.‖  And we did something, and you may know 

more about where we are in that project than I, but I guess there is a ribbon cutting 

coming up in a couple weeks.  

 

HM:  I think that you are being very modest, because I think you also got a lot of money 

released, or the project probably would not be where it is today.  

 

PZ:  Well, thank you. We did get [inaudible] in the Capitol Budget and then I think, 

miraculously, I think we embarrassed the Governor into releasing it.  Probably, with 
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some help from the newspapers.  So, we’ll have some of, you know, Ben Franklin’s
7
 

books around for a long time, yet. 

 

HM:  What do you feel was the hardest issue you ever had to face as a Representative? 

 

PZ:  You know, the hardest type of issue is one where you think it is right to vote one 

way and your constituents think you should be voting a different way.  Sometimes you 

have to put what you believe are the interests of the Commonwealth ahead of what are 

the interests of you, politically, or your district.  The one that jumps out at me is the 

stadium vote, which we made in, I guess, in the mid to late 1990s, which I have always 

believed was a good economic impact piece of legislation for the Commonwealth.  We 

did four professional stadiums and a slew of minor league stadiums – Altoona, Lancaster, 

I think they are doing one in Lehigh Valley, expanded Reading, a new facility at Hershey 

– basically for the same amount of money that Cleveland, Ohio did to bring back the 

Browns to that city.  People didn’t like the issue because they thought you were providing 

free money to rich football players or baseball players.  When, in fact, you were trying to 

provide economic and social atmosphere in certain communities, particularly in 

Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, to attract jobs and to keep people working.  Not 

quarterbacks, because they are going to be quarterbacks in another town, but all the 

people who make a living working at those arenas or working a business that is located in 

those cities because one of the assets in the community is that you can take your client to 

                                                 
7
 Benjamin Franklin represented the city of Philadelphia from 1751-1775 in the PA Colonial Assembly.  

The books that he purchased for a resource library for the Founding Fathers as they wrote the Declaration 

of Independence and the Constitution of the United States are generally known as the General Assembly 

Collection and are currently housed at the Pennsylvania State Library in Harrisburg, PA 
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a professional sporting arena.  On top of that – Altoona with the minor league, I mean 

Reading, Harrisburg is expanding – those are just tremendous assets and I think that the 

communities – so, I think that generally is the type of issue that is most difficult.  I mean, 

I still hear about how bad my vote was on that and I still think that it was a great vote; a 

great thing that we did. 

 

HM:  Is it hard to go back home and talk to the people, to make them understand why it 

was a good idea? 

 

PZ:  Well, we’re all a little bit stubborn, I guess.  So, if they have their minds made up, 

it’s sometimes tough to explain but if you had enough time and you had an environment 

that was small enough – a little bit of a receptive mind, you could at least explain your 

side of the view.  They might not agree with you, but they could understand why you did 

it and appreciate your candidness with them. 

 

HM:  What aspect of being a Representative did you enjoy the most? 

 

PZ:  I think helping people.  We had a situation a couple of months ago where a lady 

who was separated from her husband – he was in the military – they came home and the 

husband took the daughter and took them to Maryland and they couldn’t get them back.   

And the daughter went to get them and the police wouldn’t give them back.  We, 

ultimately, in a fairly short period of time and over a weekend, got everybody together 

and got the child back to my district, where nobody else could do it.  I mean this 
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happened three weeks after the incident.  They came stumbling into my office and said, 

―Can you help us?‖  The Maryland State Police said, ―Why did it take so long?‖  Well, 

because I was sort-of like the person of last resort, which is normally the case.  But, when 

you can accomplish something that nobody else could accomplish to help somebody, 

then it’s a pretty good feeling.  

 

HM:  What did you like the least? 

 

PZ:  When you couldn’t help, you know, and it’s a funny thing because who would have 

ever thought that you could actually reunite this family because it is very difficult in a lot 

of courts.  Things that had happened, which we had a great deal of cooperation on but 

then, sometimes, you think you should be able to do something like get somebody into 

Kutzstown or Bloomsburg, and you can’t.  And that’s frustrating when you think you 

should be able to do it and you can’t.  That’s frustrating for those people, too, because 

they think that you should be able to help them, and you can’t. 

 

HM:  What are your fondest memories of serving in the House? 

 

PZ:  I just think the camaraderie, the friendships, the camaraderie that you had up here.  I 

met a lot of good people, a lot of friends that you, otherwise, wouldn’t have got to meet.  

 

HM:  Can you recall any humorous stories that you are able to share?  
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PZ:  I’m not a great story teller, so I am just going to leave that alone. 

 

HM:  Okay.  Upon your departure from the House, in a few months, do you have any 

plans? 

 

PZ:  I don’t know what I am going to do yet.  I mean, I have 26 years with the state.  So, 

I do have retirement but I have young children, so I can’t sit at home.  So, I am not quite 

sure what I am going to do yet.  

 

HM:  Okay, do you think that you will remain active in politics? 

 

PZ:  I think that I will.  Certainly not to the degree that I am now, but I think that once it 

is in your blood, it remains in your blood.  

 

HM:  How would you like your tenure as Representative to be remembered? 

 

PZ:  Oh, just a good guy that cared. 

 

HM:  Finally, do you have any advice for new Members that will be coming in soon? 

 

PZ:  I think you do the best you can and I think one of the things that we didn’t talk 

about was the Institution and the heritage.  I mean, it has been around for over 300 years 
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and, for a lot of good reasons, it’s been around, so I think you have to pay a little bit of 

respect to the Institution. 

 

HM:  Is there anything else you’d like to say about the Institution? 

 

PZ:  You know the only thing that I thought about when I was looking over your notes 

was there was one time, in my first term, when Matt Ryan, who was the Minority Leader 

at the time, ran the whole House from the Minority Leader’s podium.  Which I have 

never seen happen since, don’t believe could happen today, and probably never happened 

in the past.  I guess, that if you have one memory of what happened on the Floor that you 

take with you forever, it was that period of time when you ran the House, you know from 

the minority. 

 

HM:  That’s pretty interesting. 

 

PZ:  It was and you couldn’t do it today. 

 

HM:  Do you have any memories of being Sworn-In? 

 

PZ:  Oh, yeah, I mean, I remember the day; my parents were here, my relatives were 

here, my in-laws were here, yeah.  They were all good times. 
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HM:  Okay, well that concludes our interview today. Thank you so much for being here 

with me today. 

 

PZ:  You’re welcome. 


