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Heidi Mays (HM):  Well, good afternoon.  I’m here with –  

 

The Honorable Elinor Zimmerman Taylor (EZT):  Good afternoon. 

 

HM:  I’m here today with Representative Elinor Taylor, who represented the 156
th

 

Legislative District from Chester County and served between the years 1977 and is still 

serving today.  

 

EZT:  Thank you. 

 

HM: T hank you for being here today. 

 

EZT:  Thank you for that introduction. 

 

HM: You are also the longest serving woman in the history of the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives.  That’s a pretty impressive accomplishment. 

 

EZT:  Thank you.  Thank you.  I, you know, I’m very privileged to have served those 30 

years.  

 

HM:  Well, I wanted to begin by asking you about your childhood and your early family 

life and how that prepared you for public service.  
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EZT:  Well, (cough) I was born in Norristown, PA and my family moved to West 

Chester when I was four years old.  I have twin sisters that are about five years younger 

than I and my father was the football coach, the basketball coach, the track coach at West 

Chester High School and my mother was a homemaker and the best cook.  We grew up 

skating and on the pavement on Patrick Avenue with a scooter and bicycles and in our 

backyard we played croquet and I went to camp.  I think I went to Camp Chesapeake 

after the second grade and so I stayed there.  It was a YMCA camp from Coatesville, PA 

and I stayed for one week, and then I became a counselor, and then you could stay for 

two weeks.  So, I have very fond memories of my days at Camp Chesapeake.  

 

HM:  Would you say you came from a political family? 

 

EZT:  I would say I do not.  I came from a family who was always interested in 

education – pardon me – and my father always said, ―Politics and education don’t mix.‖ 

So, I hope I proved him wrong. (laugh) 

 

HM:  Well, how did you become a Republican? 

 

EZT:  Well, I guess before I became a Republican I became a public servant, and 

because I was the liaison between the [West Chester] University and the town, it was 

called Town and Gowned.  And while I was still at the University as an Administrator, I 

represented the University at the borough council meetings.  And I became a Republican 

because I believe in Republican principles.  I don’t know that I thought about Republican 
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principles when I was first voting.  I probably became a Republican because my parents 

were Republicans and that would be a good, honest answer.  I was never particularly 

active in politics, per se.  I was very active on the college campus; I served there as 

Associate Professor and as an Administrator.  [I] ended up being the Administrative 

Assistant to the President, Dean of Administration.  But, I guess I became a, as I said, 

Republican because of my family, first and foremost, and then I learned about 

Republican principles and I adhere to those. 

 

HM:  Well, as you said, you spent some 25 years in academia before you came to the 

House.  Could you describe your career in maybe a little bit more in depth and your 

experiences, and also how your previous career impacted your role as a legislator? 

 

EZT:  Well, I was a teacher in the public schools.  I taught at Ridley Park for four years 

and West Chester High School for three.  I coached and during that time, I was also a 

hockey umpire and a basketball referee.  I have titles in both of those as the United States 

National Umpire and as a National Basketball Referee.  I think my ability to get along 

with people, but my umpiring career, helped me in making decisions and sometimes 

making those decisions quickly.  And it taught me to know the rules and be able to apply 

them and I’ve had very wonderful experiences.  I had the privilege of umpiring the game 

between the United States team and England.  Hockey came, really, from the British 

Isles, brought here by a woman by the name of Constance B. Appleby and she now has a 

chair at Bryn Mawr College.  I had the privilege of officiating that game and especially 
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because the official was chosen by the team.  And so, I think my career in officiating 

helped me in my political career.  

 

HM:  I could see where that would be very helpful. (laugh) 

 

EZT:  Yeah. 

 

HM:  Could you tell me why you decided to run for the West Chester Borough Council 

and – ? 

 

EZT:  Oh, I can.  I can tell you many stories about that.  The reason I ran, and I think I 

said this before, that I was the liaison between the college and the borough council and 

my husband and I would go to socials with our friends on Saturdays, Friday nights, and 

everybody would be complaining and complaining and complaining about this, that, and 

the other thing.  And I decided, well, I was not going to complain; I was just going to join 

the group and maybe I couldn’t make a difference, so I ran and the interesting thing is 

that they had never had a woman on council.  They had borough fellow, and I ran hard 

and I whooped those men good in the Primary.  But, in the General, they got all nervous 

and so I didn’t do well at all.  In fact, I tied with another Republican for the fourth seat.  

There were four open seats, and I tied for the other Republican for that fourth seat.  And 

he was a businessman in town, but there was one vote outstanding and so they said, 

―Well, you know, do you want us to open this vote?  It’s from a college student.‖ And I 

thought, ―Oh, isn’t that great,‖ you know?  I’m the disciplinarian now at the College for 
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the college students and mete out their punishments, sometimes.  And so I said, ―Well, if 

it’s a legitimate vote, open it.‖  So, they opened the vote and it was from a college student 

who voted Democrat all the way through, except for one, and she voted for me.  So, by 

one vote, I really served on borough council.  And then we had these plaques, you know, 

that you know, said Councilman Meyers and Councilman Brown and when it came to 

mine, it said Councilperson Taylor.  And I said, ―Now, you have two choices.  You either 

change all of them, or you change my sign and you say Councilwoman Taylor.‖  So, they 

decided it would be cheaper to do my sign. 

 

HM:  So, you opened the door for women running for the council then at that time? 

 

EZT:  Yes, yes I did.  Yes I did, and I was very outspoken.  In fact, so much so that my 

husband, who was a banker, he said he would always have to take the town newspaper to 

the men’s room to read because he never knew what I said the night before.  [He] wanted 

to be prepared, I guess. (laugh) 

 

HM:  (laugh) Well, what motivated you to run for the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives? 

 

EZT:  Well, Pat Crawford [Patricia; State Representative, Chester County, 1969-1976] 

had held this seat.  It had always been regarded as a woman’s seat and she served for 

many years and she served well.  And so, some of my friends and some of my adversaries 

said, ―Why don’t you run?‖   So, my husband and I talked it over and I decided to run. 
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And then I got out my Christmas list and – because I didn’t know on my Christmas list 

who were Republicans or who were Democrats – I started with my Christmas list and I 

garnered their support and encouragement and so I was on my way.  I had a wonderfully 

Republican district at the time.  I represented Easttown, Willistown, now the Borough of 

Malvern, East Goshen, West Goshen, and the Borough of West Chester, so it was a large 

district, but it was a very, very stable kind of district.  And through the redistricting and 

through the years, I’ve also represented—the next time they had a redistricting, I 

represented Uwchlan and West Whiteland and East Goshen, West Goshen, and the 

Borough because of the population, you know, a one man representation within a 

percentage of one percent, plus or minus.  

 

HM:  So, redistricting affected you greatly? 

 

EZT:  Yeah, right, redistricting, you know, Chester County became a very popular place 

to live because of its countryside, its open spaces, and the people in Chester County. 

 

HM:  What other changes have you witnessed in your district through the years, other 

than, maybe, the towns changing? 

 

EZT:  Politics have changed, big time.  We have a lot of people who rent now and so the 

communities became more transient.  In fact, when I served on borough council I think 

we had—it was a seven member board and we had like, maybe, two Democrats.  Now, 



 8 

it’s a completely Democratic board with one Republican.  So, I’ve seen the town change 

from a strong Republican community to a very strong, now, Democrat population. 

 

HM:  I’ve noticed you’ve had a lot of competition in your elections, almost a competitor 

every year. 

 

EZT:  Well, you know, I ran for 15 years and two of those elections I did not have an 

opponent, a Democrat opponent, and so they were nice elections.  And so, for 15 times, I 

won my seat and I attribute that to my strong constituent work.  I contribute that to the 

fact that I have been blessed with a wonderful staff.   The woman who works for me in 

my district office has been with me for, I think she said something like 27 years, and 

Jennifer has been with me for 17 years. And so, you know, I used to have the reputation 

around the Capitol that, you know, ―you better not work for her because she really makes 

you work.‖  And that’s true, that’s true; but my girls have stayed.  I think that they think 

I’m a fair boss.  I think that they have respect, and certainly, I’m respectful of them and 

we just get along fine.  

 

HM:  Do you like to campaign?  (laugh) 

 

EZT:  I really don’t like to campaign. (laugh)  The reason I don’t like to campaign is 

that, you know, promises, promises, promises, you know, and no action.  So, my 

campaign begins when I’m elected.  [I] put my hand on the Bible, raise my right hand; it 

begins when I first do that.  And I start campaigning in a sense that I’ll do the best job 
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that I can, and I have a slogan, which I’ve stuck by for the 30 years, and it goes like this:  

―She cares, and she listens, and she acts.‖  All three of those are very, very important, you 

know, to put one ahead of the other – pardon me – I don’t know that I could, because you 

have to care, and if you care, you will listen, and that’s very, very important.  A lot of 

people do not, I guess, have the patience or the ability to really listen.  I may hear what 

you have to say, but whether or not I’m listening to what you say is something very 

different and if I don’t do something about it, if I don’t act, shame on me. 

 

HM:  Do you think your campaign style changed over the years? 

 

EZT:  Well, you know, in the beginning we never had all this negative campaigning and, 

you know, it’s changed in dollar amounts.  I think the first time I ran, you know, it cost 

me like 8,000 dollars and then the last election I had, you know, it was something like 

40,000.  So, you know, it has changed in the fact that, you know, it costs more money and 

people become very testy because, you know, during a campaign, they’ll say, ―Well, you 

know, if you don’t – ‖ a lot of people are one issue people.  They say, ―If you don’t vote 

the way I like you to vote,‖ you know, ―I won’t vote for you.  I won’t vote for you.‖  But, 

I learned a long time ago at a train station, when I represented the people in that eastern 

part of Chester County – many of them would commute to Philadelphia – and I would go 

to the train station, and some guys said to me one time, ―Well, the only time we ever see 

the politicians is when it’s election time.‖  So, I made up my mind from then on, you 

know, nobody says that about me, so I try to be very visible.  In the community, I’ve 

served on several boards.  I’m most active in the West Chester Area Day Care Center.  
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I’m a board member.  I’ve been a board member of United Way, Red Cross, and I guess 

that’s it. 

 

HM:  Well, how hard is it to be – well, almost everybody I’ve talked to that has gone to 

West Chester knows your name. 

 

EZT:  Good. (laugh) 

 

HM:  How hard is it, whenever you are in your community and moving about, I mean, 

can you go to the grocery store without people coming up to you and asking you for – ? 

 

EZT:  Never, never.  Now, they’re mostly complimenting (laugh) me so, you know, but 

you go to the bank, walk up the street, you know, they all have problems and I have 

developed a very good reputation in being able to solve those problems.  And we worked 

very hard on our constituent problems and sometimes we have to say, ―no.‖  And if that’s 

the case, then that’s what I say: No.  But, most of the time, we are able to work through 

the bureaucracy to the benefit of our constituents and I’m using ―ours‖ because my 

district staff does a great job on that.  

 

HM:  Do you remember the first time you were Sworn-In? 

 

EZT:  Yes, I do. 
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HM:  What can you tell me about that day? 

 

EZT:  Well, I had a very good friend in Carmel Sirianni [State Representative, Bradford, 

Sullivan, Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties, 1975-1988], and the day I was Sworn-In, 

the biggest thing that I remember is that there were three Republican women, three, and 

there were six Democrat women, and some of those women took the seat after their 

husband passed away.  On my side it was Carmel Sirianni and June Honamon [State 

Representative, Lancaster County, 1977-1988] who had been—Carmel had been the 

Administrative Assistant to the Speaker, Speaker Lee [Kenneth B.; State Representative,  

Sullivan, Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties, 1957-1974; Speaker, 1967-1968, 1973-

1974] at one time, and June was highly steeped in Republican councils and campaigns in 

Lancaster County and I came straight from the academia and I always like to tell this 

story; you know, I went to my first Health and Welfare Committee meeting and Mrs. – 

oh, her name just slipped my mind – but the Democratic woman from Philadelphia
1
 was 

chairing the meeting and we were (laugh) sitting around the table and she said to me, 

―Representative Taylor, would you please pour the coffee?‖  And I said, ―Mrs. so-and-so, 

I did not come to Harrisburg to pour coffee.‖  So, I think she got the message. 

 

HM:  (laugh) Can you recall any other such instances like that? 

 

EZT:  Yes. 

 

HM:  Or did they get the message very quickly? 

                                                 
1
 Anita Palermo Kelly; State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1963-1978. 
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EZT:  Well, I rode up in the elevator one time, early on you know, and this 

Representative said to me – I don’t even know whether he was a Republican or a 

Democrat.  I probably didn’t know.  I was still trying to find out where the bathrooms 

were – but he says to me, something like, ―Who do you work for?‖  And I said, ―Well, I 

work for the people of the 156
th

 District.  Who do you work for?‖  But he thought I was a 

secretary, so I think that was an interesting story.  

 

HM:  So, can you tell me, I guess, how was being a female Member at that time different 

than being a male Member?  I mean other than being – ? 

 

EZT:  Well, you know, I guess I just didn’t notice a difference because, you know, I had 

always – in academia, my word was as good as anybody else’s.  And so, I took that 

attitude up here and maybe that’s what held me in good stead for Leadership, because I 

wasn’t beholden to anybody, you know, except the people I represented, and I have a 

strong sense of loyalty to them.  

 

HM:  Do you recall what your first office was like when you came to Harrisburg?  

 

EZT:  Yes, I was in the basement of the Capitol.  A secretary sat out in the hallway and 

we shared a secretary.  My secretary was Darlene – [I’m] pressed, hard pressed for last 

names – I was in an office with one, two, three, four, five, six other Rep[resentative]s.  It 

was partitioned off, but the partitions didn’t go all the way to the ceiling, which was very 

lucky for me, because you know, I picked up a lot of good things.  I had a chair in the 
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office.  I had a desk, a chair, and a telephone, I guess, and maybe a filing cabinet, and I 

remember that very, very vividly.  You know, I was going to tell you – oh, (laugh) and 

this lobbyist came in, and the lobbyist was from—his name was George, George, well it 

doesn’t matter, but the lobbyist came in – he was from PSEA [Pennsylvania State 

Education Association], and I told him, you know, ―Just leave my office, please, because 

I don’t speak to lobbyists.‖  And then after a few minutes, I got a call from Leadership 

(laugh) and the Leader said, ―I understand that you just asked one of our lobbyists to 

leave.‖  And I said, ―Yes, I did.‖  And he said, ―Well, you can’t do that because they 

make a big contribution to the Republican Party.‖  But that was my style, so I kept that 

style. 

 

HM:  Do you recall who you shared an office with in those first years? 

 

EZT:  Those five, well, I didn’t share an office, but there in that row it was –  

 

HM:  I’m sorry, I’m putting you on the spot. 

 

EZT:  No, no that’s all right.  From Chester County the old—Earl Smith [State 

Representative, Chester County, 1973-1982].  Earl Smith, Elinor Taylor, across the hall, 

there was Senator – I can’t think of his name now, but he is now a Senator – Carmel 

Sirianni and Joe Pitts [Joseph; Chester County, 1973-1996], I think.  There were five of 

us in that area.  I wish I could think of his name, but I can’t.  
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HM:  I was wondering if you formed any special relationships with some of the 

Members with which you served over the years. 

 

EZT:  If I had a relationship? 

 

HM:  Formed any special relationships with the Members? 

 

EZT:  Carmel Sirianni, yes, she had an apartment down here and I shared that with her in 

the early years, so she was my friend.  And the other very special relationship that I’ve 

had is with Pat Vance [Patricia; State Representative, Cumberland County, 1991-2004; 

State Senator, 2004-present], Senator Vance.  We still talk on the phone and we don’t see 

each other because we both have very busy schedules once we come up here to 

Harrisburg, but that was a very special relationship.  I think I have a good relationship 

with all the women on, really, both sides of the aisle.  Even with Babette [Josephs; State 

Representative, Philadelphia County, 1985-present], and she and I get along very well.  I 

shared a plane ride one time with her husband and shortly before he died and I don’t 

think she ever forgot that I had that relationship with her husband.  

 

HM:  Do they look to you for leadership? 

 

EZT:  Pardon? 

 

HM:  Do the women in the House look to you for leadership? 
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EZT:  Oh yes, yes, yes, definitely in many areas.  They want me to take care of 

acknowledging when – did you just ask me women, or ? 

 

HM: Well, I was going to ask –  

 

EZT:  The Members, the Members? 

 

HM:  I was asking about women, but I was going to ask about the Members, themselves. 

 

EZT:  Yes, they come and they make statements like, ―We come to you because you’re 

the only one we can trust.‖  So, yes they do, especially the younger Members and I’m 

surprised at that, but that must be my attitude toward life and toward their interests, too.  

So, a lot of the young Members come and I think the women look to me for leadership.  

 

HM:  Especially being in your position as well. 

 

EZT:  Oh, yes.  Right, as the – yeah, right. 

 

HM:  We’re going to talk about that in a minute.  You served with several different 

Speakers, too.  Can you tell me what was it like to serve under Matt Ryan [Matthew J.; 

State Representative, Delaware County, 1963-2003; Speaker 1981-1983, 1995-2003]?  
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EZT:  Oh, you know, Matty was just the greatest.  You know, we were good friends.  He 

was smart.  He knew how to bring people together.  He knew when to say no.  He was a 

true leader and people followed him because they knew that he had their best interests in 

mind.  And Jim Manderino [James J.; State Representative, Westmoreland County, 1967-

1989]; I loved Jim Manderino.  I played poker with Jim Manderino at one point in time. 

He lived in the same building that Carmel had an apartment and I often went to dinner 

with him.  And Billy DeWeese [H. William; State Representative, Greene and 

Washington Counties, 1976-present] and I have the same birth date, April 18
th

, so we 

kind of get – the only time I had the Speaker’s gavel was when Bill was the Speaker of 

the House.  And he had to do something, I guess, so, he asked me to come up and take the 

gavel. 

 

HM:  Oh, that’s fun.  Do you feel you’ve been a mentor to any particular Member or do 

you feel like, maybe, you’ve been a mentor to a lot of people? 

 

EZT:  I’ve been a mentor to a lot.  I think I’ve been particularly a mentor to – I don’t 

know why she considers me a mentor [be]cause I would likewise consider her a mentor, 

Sheila Miller [State Representative, Berks County, 1993- 2006]. [inaudible] I just was 

with her this morning – you know, sometimes names just come and go.  

 

HM:  Well, that’s okay.  If you think about it, we can always put it in later. 

 

EZT:  Sandy. 
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HM:  Major. 

 

EZT:  Sandy Major [Sandra; State Representative, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Wyoming 

Counties, 1995-present], yes, yes, Sandy Major. 

 

HM:  Thank you. (laugh) Sorry, I keep putting you on the spot with these names and I 

don’t mean to. 

 

EZT:  It’s hard for me.  

 

HM:  Could you talk a little bit about your relationship with the media and the press?  I 

think you’ve had a very good relationship with them in your district and sometimes 

Harrisburg, not so kind. 

  

EZT:  (laugh) Well, well, Jan is always on my back because I’m the Chairman of 

PHEAA [Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency] but, you know, I always 

return her calls, always try to give her an honest answer.  She always tries to give me a 

bad time.  The last time I talked to her I said, ―Now, when I retire, Jan, are you going to 

say something nice about me?‖ And she said, ―Oh, yes, yes.‖  She’s not a bad person.  I 

guess she’s just doing her job, but she gives me—it’s not she that gives me the fits.  It’s 

the fact that, you know, the Governor [Rendell] gives me fits some of the times – things 

that he says and then she has to follow up on it.  But, another person that I admire in the 
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Senate, and you probably will be surprised at this, but Vince Fumo [Vincent J.; State 

Senator, 1978-2008] and I have worked on many, many projects together. And I’ll tell 

you what, Vince’ll tell you to your face and he’ll back up his word, and if he says 

something, then he’ll back it up, so I admire him.  I think he’s a very bright man and he’s 

been very helpful to me in PHEAA.  He’s the Vice Chairman.  

 

HM:  You spent almost as much time in the Minority as you have in the Majority.  

 

EZT:  Eleven years.  I believe its 11 years.  Did you research that? 

 

HM:  I didn’t actually count it up. 

 

EZT:  Eleven. I think 11 years I served in the Minority and that’s a cake walk. 

 

HM:  Being in the Minority. 

 

EZT: (laugh) In the Minority.  Being in the Majority is the tough one, you know,  when 

you have to lead. And—but in the Minority, it’s a cake walk. 

 

HM:  So, can you think of any differences between the two, other than it being easier to 

serve in the Minority? 
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EZT:  Well, you’re always the Minority Chairman of some – I was the Minority 

Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee for a long time and under David 

Richardson [State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1973-1995].  We always got 

along fine.  David—and I can tell you something about that.  David Richardson was the 

black man from Philadelphia and he died [1995] and I went to his funeral and it was 

huge. You know, many people were there to honor him and we fought the crowds.  First, 

we fought for a place to park.  Then, we had to walk a long distance, and so by the time I 

got there, they had closed the casket. And they went up to the mother, his mother and 

said, you know, ―Representative Taylor is here and she’s upset that she wasn’t able to say 

her goodbye when the casket was open.‖ And the mother had the casket opened in front 

of all those people, but, you know, David and I, we had certainly different – we 

represented, you know, very, very different constituencies.  His was middle Philadelphia 

and mine was rural Chester County, but we were friends.  

 

HM:  You also served on other committees. 

 

EZT:  I served on Federal-State [Committee] as the Minority Chairman.  I served on 

Health and Welfare as the Majority Chairman, too, when we went in the Majority.  I was 

the ranking member of the Education Committee for many, many, many, many years.  

Jess Stairs [State Representative, Fayette and Westmoreland Counties, 1977-2008] and I 

came in at the same time and because of the – we go alphabetically, you know. (laugh) 

 

HM:  Right. (laugh) 
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EZT:  Jess had his first choice and his first choice was Education and he’s been an 

excellent Chairman of the Education Committee. 

 

HM:  Did you have a lot of advice for him, with your background in education? 

 

EZT:  Well –  

 

HM:  Or did you let him – ? 

 

EZT:  Well, I did.  I’m trying to think if I served on that committee when he was chair.  

I’m trying to think who was the Chair of that Education Committee?   Oh, I know; Jim 

Gallagher [James J.; State Representative, Bucks County, 1956-1986].  Jim Gallagher, 

and I did a lot of my service under Jim.  

 

HM:  Well, you were elected to the House Leadership role in 1995 as Majority Caucus 

Secretary.  Why did you initially decide to run for Leadership at that time? 

 

EZT:  Because I thought they should have a woman.  You know, I am not one that says 

you should ever elect a woman because of her gender; I’m one that says it would be nice 

to have a woman in Leadership if she had the ability to be in Leadership.  So, that’s why I 

ran, because I thought I played both roles.  
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HM:  Well, you were the first woman elected to House Leadership for six consecutive 

Sessions and were only the third woman elected as Majority Caucus Chairman in the 

history of the House.  What does that mean to you? 

 

EZT:  Well, that means that maybe I was in the right spot at the right time. (laugh)  That 

means a lot to me, you know.  I pride myself on, you know, trying to be a good leader.  I 

know what that means and it means a great deal to me to have served in that capacity. 

 

HM:  That’s awfully a big accomplishment.  I was wondering if you could explain to me 

the role of Caucus Secretary and the role of Caucus Chairman and what you did in those 

capacities? 

 

EZT:  In a caucus—as the Caucus Secretary, it was my responsibility to do the daily 

summary of the daily Sessions and to see that they got out to the district offices and that 

was very important.  I don’t think that had always been done before, but that was one role 

I took very, very seriously.  I didn’t take minutes.  The Secretary doesn’t take minutes.  

Where was I?  

 

HM:  You did not take minutes. 

 

EZT:  I did that as a Secretary, got those daily Sessions out.  That was my main role as a 

Secretary.  You know, if we had a role call vote, I would do that too, in Caucus.  As a 

Chairman, you know, my staff prepares the week ahead.  I run the Caucus and we have a 
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very active Caucus and we run it in a very organized fashion and we prepare the materials 

for them.  We give them the analysis of the bill and and I lead the discussion.  

 

HM:  I wanted to ask you about your legislation that you’ve been a prime sponsor of.   

Of what pieces would you say you’re the most proud of? 

 

EZT:  Well, the criminal background checks for those working with adults in nursing 

homes [Act 169-1996].  We call that adult care.  I guess there were two pieces, but most 

of them were in connection with criminal background checks and the other was 

inspections of the nursing homes, unexpected inspections.  And, of course, the legislation 

that I have always provided for PHEAA.  Every now and then, we need to push through 

some legislation that will give some authority to PHEAA that we need and I’ve been 

active in that, but mostly the adult care. 

 

HM:  Okay.  Do you feel like your issues have changed over the years or have they 

remained the same, do you think?  

 

EZT:  Well, I have to say that, you know, when I first came I thought, you know, how 

will I learn all this?  You know, it just seemed so overwhelming to me.  And then I 

realized that they talk about the same thing all the time.  So, you know, they’ve been 

talking about tax reform since the day I put my foot in the House and so, some of the 

issues just are, what do you call that, circular. 
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HM:  Recycled.  (laugh) 

 

EZT:  Recycled, yes, yeah, right. (laugh) So, then I became an authority on some of 

them. (laugh) 

 

HM:  Just by being here for so many Sessions? 

 

EZT:  Yeah, yeah, yes. 

 

HM:  Okay.  I wanted to ask you about, maybe, some of the things that we found in our 

research, if that’s okay?  Outcome-based education and school choice were hot button 

issues in the [19]90s.  What were your thoughts on those particular issues? 

 

EZT:  Say that again, which ones? 

 

HM:  Outcome-based education and school choice, the voucher system. 

 

EZT:  I have always been for schools of choice.  

 

HM:  Okay. 

 

EZT:  From the very beginning, I’ve been for schools of choice.  That doesn’t mean I 

have anything against public education, because I don’t.  I represent a wonderful area, 
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West Chester area and, you know, I support public education, but I also support the fact 

that different children need different types of education.  I always remember the story 

about the Governor of Delaware, Governor du Pont [Pierre S. du Pont, Delaware 

Governor, 1977-1985], he had four children.  One went to a private college, a private 

school, I guess.  The other went to a technical school.  The other went to private school 

and the third or the fourth one wasn’t home-schooled, but maybe he went to a community 

college.  

 

HM:  What changes have you witnessed in the House since you first were elected?  

Maybe the membership, the camaraderie, the rules, the traditions, technology?  I think 

things have changed drastically. 

 

EZT:  They have.  We now have the laptop computers on our desk and I know Matt gave 

me one when they were just testing them.  He gave me mine early.  I thought, ―Why are 

you doing that?‖ And he said, ―Well, I want you to get familiar with it.‖  And so – what 

else was I going to tell you?  

 

HM: Did you notice anything about the traditions in the House?  Have things changed 

that way? 

 

EZT: Well, I think in the caucuses it has changed.  I think the caucuses have become 

more fractionalized.  I think as long as I’ve been in the House, we’ve never taken, 

necessarily, a Caucus position except on the budget.  But we’re always told in our Caucus 
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to vote our districts and so I notice now that groups have emerged in our Caucus.  

Commonwealth Caucus, the Jeffersonian Group, the York Caucus – there just have been 

several caucuses within.   

 

HM: When you were first elected, did you ever think that you would be the longest 

serving woman in the history of the House of Representatives? 

 

EZT:  [I] never, never, never, never thought about that.  [I] Just thought about, you 

know, what I could do as the day came along to make a difference.  No, I never, I never 

dreamed of that. 

 

HM:  Whenever you think back, do you have a fondest memory of serving in the House? 

 

EZT:  Well, the friendships that I’ve made, you know, on both sides of the aisle.  And I 

have memories of the good times I had with Matt Ryan and Pat Vance and I have 

particularly fond memories of the support that the women have always given me and the 

confidence and the encouragement that have come from those women.  They’re my 

fondest memories. 

 

HM:  Do you have a favorite story that you could share with us? 

 

EZT:  I think I’ve shared several. 
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HM:  Okay.  I wasn’t sure if that was your favorite; I just wanted to ask.  Do you think 

you’ll remain politically active when you leave the House? 

 

EZT:  I’ll do what I can, considering my age and my health.  I’ll do what I can.  What 

was the question before that I didn’t answer? 

 

HM:  Do you have a favorite story that you would like to share?  You may have already 

shared it. 

 

EZT:  I’m trying to think.  I think I have already shared it. 

 

HM:  Okay.  How would you like to be remembered? 

 

EZT:  I’d like to be remembered as being feisty and fair, feisty and fair and 

understanding the issues.  I’ve never been a great debater, but, you know, my fondest 

memories are the fact that the young people that come into the Assembly look at me as 

their role model and I think that’s very important. 

 

HM:  Well, I think you’ve certainly stood up and debated with the best of them.  And I 

do love your slogan: ―She cares, she listens, and she acts.‖  Lastly, do you have any 

advice for new Members that will be starting come November? 
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EZT:  Yes.  Well, I have an advice for candidates that want to be a Member and that is, 

get a life before you come to Harrisburg, you know.  Need a pay roll?  Be a teacher.  Be a 

farmer. But get a life before you come up here so that you can draw on that in making 

your decisions.  I lost my train of thought.  What? 

 

HM:  New Members, what you’re going to tell new Members whenever they come. 

 

EZT:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  Get a life and always remember that no matter how friendly 

everybody is in Harrisburg, they didn’t send you here. You were sent here by the 

constituents in your district and you were sent here to represent, to the best of your 

ability, through newsletters, through community activities, through speeches, the best of 

your ability to represent the people that sent you to Harrisburg. 

 

HM:  I think that’s great advice.  Thank you very much, Mrs. Taylor.  You have a great 

day. 


