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Jesse C. Teitelbaum (JT):  Good morning. 

 

The Honorable John R. Hornaman (JH):  Good morning, Jesse. 

 

JT:  My name is Jesse Teitelbaum, and I’m sitting here with Representative John Hornaman, 

Democrat from Erie County, the 3rd Legislative District, who served in the House from 2007 to 

2012.  Thank you so much for being with me today. 

 

JH:  Well, thanks for the offer. 

 

JT:  I’d like to start out just by asking you about your background; tell me about your early 

family life, where you grew up, and your early education. 

 

JH:  Well, I was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, actually in Little Italy, and I always wondered, 

what’s a Hornaman doing in Little Italy with all the Calafatos and Lucarottis and DeAngelos and 

all that around?  But, we did move out of that neighborhood when I was five years old.  We went 

out to Millcreek Township, and everybody at that point in time thought if you move to Millcreek 

Township, you must be taking up farming.  Millcreek Township has since become I think the 

second largest township in the state, with a population of about 53,000.  So, it is the place to live, 

and my dad built a house.  He subcontracted it himself, being a painting contractor, and he did a 

nice job. 

 

JT:  Yeah? 
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JH:  And I was always very proud to be part of Millcreek Township.  I always felt we had the 

best schools, the best police department and the best fire departments.  So, I saw myself as a real 

special kid growing up there –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  – and graduating from McDowell High School, a perennial powerhouse in football, and 

moving on to, actually the first in my family, to attend college. 

 

JT:  Great. 

 

JH:  I went to Gannon University; 1965 is when I started, and, well, two things were going on 

there at that time.  First of all, Gannon was an all-male institution to begin with, so everyone – 

that meant the guys – had to enroll in ROTC [Reserve Officers’ Training Corps], even as a 

freshman and a sophomore. Then you could decide if you wanted to go into what was called the 

Advanced Corps if you had the proper grades to do that as a junior and senior, which would then 

lead you to an Army commission. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  So, basically everybody at Gannon had a green uniform on as a freshman and sophomore.  

But they also decided they were going to open it up to women –  
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JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  – at that point in the mid-[19]60s, and as it turned out, my now wife was one of the first 25 

or so ladies to be enrolled at Gannon. 

 

JT:  Nice. 

 

JH:  So, 25 women, 2,000 men, all in uniform –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  – it was a wild situation.  But we found each other there, and she was actually the president 

of the association of Gannon coeds, and I think at that point I had moved up in rank within the 

ROTC organizations.  But memorable years; they were wonderful college years, and we actually 

decided to get married before our senior year. 

 

JT:  Really. 

 

JH:  With some resistance from my parents.  But, my mother thought it would last about a year, 

and it’s now been 44-plus years. 

 

JT:  Nice. 
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JH:  So, oh, let’s see, it was just a wonderful time of our life, but at that point in time it was also 

a time when you knew that, as a junior officer, that there was a high likelihood of going to 

Vietnam.   

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  So, my initial duty station was at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  And I was actually an infantry training officer, although infantry was not my military 

occupational specialty, but the Army, in its wisdom, puts you where they have a need.  So, I 

naturally assumed that given that job, that first duty, that I would be going to Vietnam.  As it 

turned out, they sent me to Korea, because then they looked at my MOS [military occupational 

specialty] and said, oh, right, yeah, Air Defense Artillery; we’ve got some Nike Hercules 

missiles over there that need some attention.  So my overseas duty, was in Korea, and my wife 

was quite relieved at the time.  And when I came back, I had worked with my father through 

college in the painting business.  He was a painting contractor. 

 

JT:  Okay. 
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JH:  And so, I knew what I was doing and yet I thought, oh, there are other things.  I want to use 

my education.  I have a degree in economics.  Not much in Erie along those lines, but I decided 

to dabble in the life insurance business. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  Well, that dabbling lasted four years before I realized, no, this was not for me, and I went 

back to the painting business.  And I went in with my father and said, you know, we can run this 

business more like a business.  Instead of just waiting for customers to call, let’s market 

ourselves; here’s our specialties; here’s what we do – residential work, et cetera, et cetera – and 

the business started to grow and thrive.  Years went on; my father passed away.  I had a partner.  

I had employees.  I did a lot of subcontracting work.  And over the years we raised two 

daughters.  My oldest daughter is now a geriatric physician in Titusville, Florida, married, and 

my youngest daughter is in the fitness business in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  She does nutritional counseling, personal training, and massage therapy, also married.  So, 

very good there; wonderful daughters, who actually bought me a [19]54 Chevy for Christmas 

last year, too.  But, and the grandkids from my oldest daughter.  I have three grandchildren, and I 

know what you’re going to say when I tell you this part; you’re going to say, “Oh, you’re not old 

enough for that.”  So, the oldest granddaughter got her master’s degree from Brandeis 

University. 
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JT:  Wow. 

 

JH:  The middle granddaughter got her master’s degree, after attending Carnegie Mellon here in 

Pennsylvania; she went to the University of North Carolina for her master’s.  She actually took 

my major, which was economics, but she took it to universes that I never did –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  – and immediately got snatched up by a research firm in North Carolina, and she’s got a 

real nice job.  And she just got married in September. 

 

JT:  Wonderful. 

 

JH:  The baby in the group was my grandson, Patrick, who is now in his third tour of 

Afghanistan.  He’s also done a tour in Iraq.  I’m not real excited about his MOS, which is 

explosive ordnance disposal. 

 

JT:  Oh boy. 

 

JH:  Which is why he’s so popular.  But he loves his job.  He found an Army girl, and they got 

married.  Her dad’s a first sergeant, and I’m very proud of Patrick.  He’s, you know, having 
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served in the military, I encouraged his decision to do that, and he’s really proud of himself and 

so is the whole family. 

 

JT:  Great. 

 

JH:  So, things are going well and life is good, and I guess this is all leading up to the next 

question: Why did I get involved here? 

 

JT:  Exactly; that is my next question.  What were the steps that led you to enter the House?  

Were you involved in politics prior to that? 

 

JH:  I dabbled a little bit.  I would go to school board meetings, county council meetings, 

sometimes let my two cents be heard, you know, at the podium. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  I actually did run.  I ran as a Republican in a Republican primary for county council, and 

the lady in the seat, her name was Joy Greco, a very nice person, a very nice person, and she had 

been, at that point I think she had been in the seat about – three, four, five, six – about 12 years, 

13 years.  And I didn’t run because I felt she was evil or needed to be taken out; I just ran 

because I felt I had something to offer. 

 

JT:  Sure. 
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JH:  And that county council is considered a part-time job, so I could do that and still run my 

painting business. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  Well, she cleaned my clock pretty good.  She took way more than 70 percent of the vote, 

and I said, okay, so this is what politics is like.  And I went to her and congratulated her.  It had 

been a very friendly campaign.  And when I went to county council meetings, I watched her and 

particularly how organized she was, and when she made a decision to vote this way or that way, 

it was A, B, C, therefore D, you know, and you couldn’t argue with her logic. 

 

JT:  Right; right. 

 

JH:  So, then I’m back to running my painting business, life is very good, and along comes the 

infamous pay raise.   

 

JT:  Ah, yes. 

 

JH:  Two o’clock in the morning, they vote themselves a 16-percent pay raise, and I’m ranting 

and raving and saying, in the real world, you don’t get a 16-percent pay raise.  So my wife, who I 

have since dubbed “Abigail Adams,” looks at me and says, “You know, isn’t it about time you 

did something about it then,” you know?  It’s like when Abigail said to John Adams, “What do 
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you mean you don’t want to declare war on the French?  We’re already exchanging gunfire with 

the French.” 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  So I said, wow, I don’t know; I don’t know if I can do this.  And along comes a Republican 

friend of mine who we met through my wife, which is a whole other political story, because she 

called to complain about the pay raises given to the Millcreek Township supervisors, and one of 

the three auditors who allowed that to happen was interested in her, ah, okay, the way she 

expounded upon why that shouldn’t have been done, that they shouldn’t have received an 11-

percent pay raise. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  So, he said something to her, and she said, “You need to meet my husband,” and I did.  And 

he looked at me after we spoke for a bit and he said, “You need to meet a friend of mine.”  His 

friend was the Democratic Chairman of Erie County.  And we met at Perkins Restaurant over 

coffee, and he said, “Here’s your candidate for the State Rep seat.”  And a Republican is telling 

this Democratic Chair that this Republican is your candidate for the State Rep seat, and I’m 

looking at him and, okay, somebody at this table is crazy and it’s not me.  And we talked about 

my views politically, that I’m a blue-collar kind of guy, and the Chairman said that “You’re 

more of a Kennedy.  You’re a Kennedy Democrat,” and I said, “I can’t switch parties.” 
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JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  And he said, “Well, if you’re going to make a change, if you’re going to come and do this, 

that’s how you’re going to do it.”  And it was gut-wrenching for me at that point, and the wife 

and I talked it over.  So I did switch parties, because as it turned out, had I not, if I had tried to 

run against the incumbent in the Republican primary, there were two other guys getting in line to 

do the same thing. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  And those two, as a matter of fact, split 52 percent of the vote.  But the point was that this 

guy, the incumbent, voted for that pay raise.  He was the target.  So, when his primary came up, I 

wanted him to win his primary, because the other two guys running against him were just nice 

guys, good people in the community, and so the target was the young man who voted for the pay 

raise. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  And my campaign became, here’s this young man, nearing 30 years old, came into politics 

at age 27 or 28 on the coattails of a Legislator that we all loved, Karl Boyes [State 

Representative, Erie County, 1981-2003] in Erie County, who had been there for 25 years but 

passed away, and I said, here’s the difference:  He went to college.  He came straight into 

politics.  He didn’t know any better.  He hasn’t served in the military; I have.  He hasn’t raised a 
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family; I have.  He never ran a business; I do.  And I’m twice his age.  I’ve got the life 

experience that this job needs –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:   – because I never would have voted for that pay raise, and I certainly wouldn’t have 

allowed my party leadership to arm-twist me to force me to vote for it.  So, that was the 

campaign.  Now, funding a campaign, being an unknown, the wife and I had 14 thousand dollars, 

and half of that was our own money; the rest came from my customers.  So, I was able to buy 13 

spots on TV – total, 13 spots.  The TV production was done by a friend of mine who was in that 

business for free, so that helped, and I won that first election by 164 votes. 

 

JT:  Wow. 

 

JH:  And in doing so, I changed the balance of power in the House of Representatives by one 

vote.  It was now 102 to 101, Democrat.  The day after the election, some prominent 

Republicans, who will go unnamed, approached me and said, “Congratulations.  We would like 

to welcome you back into the party now.”  And I said, “Gentlemen, I’m going to be kind and I’m 

going to be brief: I made that choice for a reason, and the reason sticks.  The leadership on the 

Republican side that allowed and pushed the pay raise, they’re still there, and no, I made 

promises, I got elected, and here’s where I am.”  So that was item number one.  Item number 

two, the day after was, Joy Greco, the person who beat me for county council, the lady, I went to 

her and said, “Joy, I need a really good chief of staff in the district,” and I said, “They’re paying 
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you part time for being on county council and that’s a full-time job.  You put everything you 

have into it.”  I said, “You want a real job?” and she said yes.  I mean, at that point she was 15 

years on county council –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  – and she made that fateful decision to make that move.  And it was incredible, because 

within the district we have an ongoing joke, that she knows everybody’s Zip Code and 

everybody’s dog’s name.  So, it was just an amazing asset to have her there for her level of 

knowledge, for her political contacts, and also because she’s just a very nice person. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  So, that was a blessing.  The next thing is, the leadership says, “Come down here and 

interview someone for your legislative assistant job down here in Harrisburg.”  Well, you don’t 

drive 305 miles one way just to do an interview, so I said, “I’m going to talk to people over the 

phone.”  And they had sent me a stack of résumés, and I had called one lady.  I really had it 

narrowed down, after this stack, I had it narrowed down to about 10, and I took them in order of 

preference.  I called one lady and she was already taken, I think based on years of experience.  

And the second one, I called her up and we talked, and I liked her résumé.  I liked the fact that 

the only reason she was available was because her Representative was retiring.  There was no 

separation between them or anything.  She had been with him for 14 years, and so this looked 

solid, she looked solid, and I liked the telephone interview.  I thought about it a few minutes, and 
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“Carla” – it was then Carla Codd; it’s now Carla Walker – I said, “Carla, I want to hire you,” and 

she goes, “Um, wait a minute.  Whoa.  Um, I have some more interviews this afternoon.”  I said, 

“Cancel them.”  I said, “I can see what you’re like and I can hear what you’re like over 

the telephone.”  I said, “This is fantastic.”  “Okay.”  So, and as I said in my farewell speech on 

the Floor of the House, this was a match made in heaven.  And she did call me back the next day 

after talking to a friend of hers here in Harrisburg who had the fear that I was going to switch 

parties. 

 

JT:  Oh; okay. 

 

JH:  Okay?  So, she called me back and she says, “John, now, I do want to work for you, but I 

do have a serious question:  Do you have any plans to…?”  I said, “Absolutely not.”  “Okay.  

Thank God.”  So, that has worked so well for both of us, and I’m going to miss her a lot. 

 

JT:  I’m sure; I’m sure.  Tell me about campaigning: You touched on it a little bit with your first 

run, and how did it change over the next couple of sessions?   

 

JH:  My first –  

 

JT:  Did it get easier, or? 

 

JH:  In Erie, it’s never easy, because you’re out there, during petition time; you’re out there in 

blizzards trying to get names on your petitions. 
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JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  And then as you get toward the end of the year, then you’re out in nasty weather 

campaigning for the General Election.  The first time I did it, I actually shut down, since I didn’t 

have a lot of money to work with, I shut down my painting business nine weeks out from the 

election. 

 

JT:  Oh; okay. 

 

JH:  I just, we had the financial capability of doing that, and I said the only way this is going to 

be done is I’ve got to make eyeball-to-eyeball contact.  So, I can’t remember how many 

thousands of doors I knocked on in nine weeks, but it was my wife and I.  And we did have some 

friends from church that assisted us, but they assisted us in other ways.  They weren’t so big on 

contacting people and talking to them eyeball to eyeball on political topics. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  But, yeah, we had a lot of church support there and our personal friends, but it was mostly 

my wife and I knocking on doors for nine weeks.  As time went on, of course I got more 

financial support from my campaigns and was able to do more flyers.  And then the natural 

progression: You get to be known in the community, and you attend all the chicken dinners and 

spaghetti dinners and Boy Scouts and firemen and everything else that’s out there – American 
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Legion.  So I think that as far as process or procedure or the mechanics, it gets easier because 

you can send out the flyers, you can do more TV spots and so on and so forth, but then you 

become a target.  Again, because I changed the balance of power of the House of 

Representatives, I had the biggest target on my back the next time I ran.  But that race, it turned 

out, they came up with the same kind of scenario: a young man, the same age as the one I took 

out, no life experience. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  He claimed he had a small business, but nobody knew exactly what that was.  He wasn’t 

raising a family, he hadn’t served in the military, and he had just kind of dabbled around the 

edges in politics, and I said, “Bring him on.”  So, I whipped him pretty good, actually.  And then 

my third campaign got very difficult, because our State Senator, she has a staff of ladies in her 

office and one of those ladies decided to run against me. 

 

JT:  Oh; okay. 

 

JH:  So, you know, she had the support of a very popular State Senator and great financial 

backing from the opposing party, and they really thought they had me this time:  This is it; we’re 

going to get Hornaman out of there.  They outspent me three and a half to one.  And I don’t 

know, I don’t know how deep I want to go into this, because some of this is going to come up 

later, but I’ve been a proud supporter of renewable energy and alternative and renewable energy, 

and for that reason and for some other bills that I voted on, the coal and gas industry didn’t like 
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my viewpoints on regulating the fracking and the drilling and so on and so forth.  So, they spent 

100 thousand alone on radio ads, which, they hurt my wife deeply, because, you know, her man 

was being attacked –  

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  – with things that are, as you know, down here they’re such distortions, that I didn’t know I 

had the power to destroy the energy industry in Pennsylvania until I heard those radio ads and I 

thought, “Wow, you know, I’m really something,” and then the support that she got.  So, yeah, I 

was well outspent.  And then, as you know, in 2010 it was a bad time to be an incumbent 

Democrat, and a lot of my friends got beat at that point.  But, I think I pulled that out by about 18 

hundred votes, and so I was still pretty good.  But, it still goes back to just being part of the 

community. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  And I think the military background is good to have politically, and it’s something I’m 

proud of.  And you participate, you know, in the American Legion.  

 

JT:  Right. 
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JH:  And you participate in ceremonies that just last, well, the beginning of this week: Erie 

County used the Veterans Day to dedicate a new Vietnam Veterans Memorial for Erie County, 

and I was very, very proud to be made a part of that. 

 

JT:  I bet. 

 

JH:  And it was one of the most difficult speeches I have made since I’ve been here.  But it’s 

being everywhere, and so many people would make comments that, “Hornaman, you’re 

everyplace.”  I said, “Well, it’s part of the job.”  You know, it’s what you’re supposed to do, and 

listening to people, going to the fairs, walking around and listening to what people’s concerns 

are.  And one of the realizations that hit me, you know, being self-employed, you’re getting your 

checks from your customers and you’re paying your own health insurance and you’re trying to 

put a little money aside for retirement years and so on and so forth, but all of a sudden you come 

into a job where you realize that the taxpayer is writing your check, and a big responsibility goes 

with that. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  You’ve got to produce and make yourself worthy of the job.  And I was a workaholic to 

begin with with my own business, and I always, I always put customer satisfaction, and not only 

their satisfaction, but I wanted to hear it.  When I was done with a job, I wanted to hear that 

customer say, “Wow, look at that,” you know, whether it was faux finishing, wallpapering, 

18 
 



painting, whatever, and I was a stickler for detail.  And I never wanted to get a call from a 

customer to say “This isn’t quite right,” and then have to go back and redo something. 

 

JT:  Sure; sure. 

 

JH:  And I never got those calls, because it was right when I left the job.  It was perfect.  And so 

I had that same attitude coming into this job.  I didn’t want any recalls.  So, not knowing that this 

job in and of itself takes up more of your personal life than even running a business. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  Take my travel time.  I live the furthest from the Capitol. 

 

JT:  That’s true. 

 

JH:  I spend the equivalent of 15 24-hour days on the road to and from Harrisburg every year, 

360 hours a year doing nothing but driving to and from Harrisburg.  And that means that any 

study time or research time has to be fit in there, too –  

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  – and you just took, on a trip down and back to Erie, you just took 12 hours away from 

yourself that you can’t be doing those things.  And then the vehicle becomes a mobile office, 
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because I bring things down here because the bills are current, but then they have to go back 

home with me.  So, I went from a single briefcase to two briefcases to two briefcases and two 

boxes every week that I would come back.  But again, it’s part of the job.  You know it coming 

in.  You know what the travel time is.  You don’t really know what the time demands are until 

you start working it.  And I probably got way away from the original question – 

 

JT:  But you covered it, though. 

 

JH:  – that you asked.  Okay. 

 

JT:  You were talking about community, and can you describe for me the 3rd District, not just 

geography but the makeup, the demographics, the people. 

 

JH:  The 3rd Legislative District is primarily Millcreek Township— 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  – which would be like the wealthy suburbs, and in fact our median income is at least double 

of what the city of Erie’s is. 

 

JT:  Okay. 
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JH:  So, Millcreek Township, we have Presque Isle Peninsula, the Tom Ridge Environmental 

Center, the Waldameer Amusement Park, one of the oldest in the country.  We have the 

Millcreek Mall that brings busloads of Canadians down to shop, because they pay 13 percent 

sales tax on their clothing.  These things are all in my backyard, and they’re all part of my 

legislative district.  And we also have, in the 3rd District, we have Franklin Township, which is a 

little rural area.  We have McKean Borough and Township, a little heavier, a little more density, 

and kind of an area where, even if you work in Erie or Millcreek, you may decide to have a 

house in McKean Township because its country, but it’s not way out there. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  And then Waterford Township, which has a great historic core to it where I can say 

“Washington slept here,” because he did, because Fort Le Boeuf, the French Fort Le Boeuf was 

situated there, and this is where Major George Washington came as a British officer to tell the 

French to get out of town. 

 

JT:  Wow. 

 

JH:  So, it’s nice.  We’ve got the Fort Le Boeuf Museum, the Judson House, the Eagle Hotel, 

and Washington Park with the statue of George Washington there in this little community.  But 

it’s kind of a, it’s a great little historic center. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 
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JH:  And the political makeup is so close to 50/50 it’s hard to say from one race to the next if it’s 

100 votes this way or 100 votes that way.  As far as performance, though, it’s heavier on 

Republican performance. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  I think its 55/45 Republican to Democrat performance during those elections.  So, as a 

Democrat, you have to be, which I am inherently anyway, middle of the road/slightly right and 

conservative.  And one of my campaign slogans was, in my first and second campaigns I think, 

was “I am not Nancy Pelosi.”  And I always got a lot of Republican support in running for office.  

It’s just the community, and, you know, they try to make it party versus party but it’s just not 

once you become a part of that community, as I did, as Karl Boyes did all those years as a 

Republican, but everybody loved him on both sides of the aisle. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  And that’s what I was attempting to attain, and I actually received some compliments that 

implied that, you know, you’re as close to Karl Boyes as we have seen. 

 

JT:  Nice; nice. 
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JH:  And, you know, I’ve had a lot of people, senior citizens and township officials, supervisors 

and so on, say that they’re sad to see me go, that I’ve been fair, I listened.  And again, I’m just 

doing my job.   

 

JT:  Right.   

 

JH:  That’s what it calls for. 

 

JT:  Nice.  For sure.  What were some issues that were important to the people of the district?  

Were they unique compared to some of the other districts in Pennsylvania? 

 

JH:  So much has centered around jobs. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  Because we’ve lost, and in that corner of the state, in Erie County as a whole, not just the 

district, but we’ve lost some big manufacturing. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  Hammermill, which then became International Paper, gone.  Steris, gone.  Riley Stoker; 

Kaiser Aluminum; Bucyrus-Erie, oh my goodness, big equipment that they sold all over the 

world.  So we lost over the years tons of manufacturing jobs.  General Electric that used to 
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employ 15 thousand people now employs five thousand people.  So it was a manufacturing town 

that has been shell-shocked over the last 20 years or so in losing all of this.  But tourism, wow, 

has just been huge.  I tell people down in this corner of the state, you’ve got to come up and see 

the Riviera of Pennsylvania, which is Presque Isle Peninsula. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  Miles of sandy beaches and so much to do.  So tourism, although you can’t establish your 

entire economy on tourism, it has been a saving factor, along with several distinguished hospitals 

and what is now, within walking distance from my front door, is now the largest medical school 

in the United States –  

 

JT:  Oh, wow. 

 

JH:  – Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine.  So, we do have some saving things.  One 

thing that I personally wanted – and this is going to be tying in with legislation as well – that I 

was going to champion and had championed, was offshore wind development.  Lake Erie has 

ideal sites for developing offshore wind.  The studies had been made by wind developers, and 

they came to me and said, “Do you know what you have here?”  “Yeah; okay: Lake Erie.”  

“Yeah, but you have areas that are shallow enough to site wind turbines 10 to 14 miles out from  

shore.” 

 

JT:  Oh, wow. 
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JH:  “And with optimal wind flow for continuous production of electrical power.”  And they 

have predictions for the future on how many hundreds of thousands of homes that could be 

powered and so on, and all they needed was a piece of legislation that said, gave the 

Commonwealth the authority to negotiate underwater land leases of parcels up to 10,000 acres.  

At that point, the Commonwealth could only negotiate up to 25 acres –  

 

JT:  Oh, okay. 

 

JH:  – which for grand-scale wind development is, no, not big enough.  So, I had the bill passed 

through the House of Representatives unanimously.  And I made no reference to global warming, 

the need for alternative energy.  I focused on jobs and a whole new industry.  Offshore wind is 

going to happen.  Right now, there is not one single offshore wind turbine in North America.  All 

the talk – Massachusetts, the Great Lakes, you know, the Atlantic shoreway – but it hasn’t 

happened yet, and we could have been number one.  We could have been the core for the Great 

Lakes supply chain industry and the whole thing, but the bill was rejected, actually never called 

up for a vote in the Senate.  And it goes back to politics.  It was a bad time for a bill to go over 

there with my name on it, because somebody was running against me, so. 

 

JT:  Got it; got it. 

 

JH:  So, that is what happened.  I mean, that’s part of the politics that go on down here. 
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JT:  Sure; sure. 

 

JH:  And it’s a shame, because we could have started a whole new industry in Erie County.  So, 

I’m hoping that somebody picks up the charge and we move forward on that, because that would 

be a great, great industry for Erie. 

 

JT:  Did you get a lot of support from the people within Erie for that? 

 

JH:  Anecdotally, man on the street, I would say 80 percent of the people thought it was a 

fantastic idea.   

 

JT:  Did they? 

 

JH:  And we had hearings and we showed people that, you know, you’re not going to have these 

turbines looming over your lakeside cottage. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  They’re going to be 10 to 14 miles out, and the closest one’s going to look like this on the 

horizon, because we’d have to worry about our Lake Erie sunsets from Presque Isle, rated by 

National Geographic in the top 10 in the world, and things like that.  And our fishing industry, 

and we didn’t want to destroy this and destroy – we did all the studies.  We looked at everything, 
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bat migration, bird migration, the whole thing.  So all the details were being worked out, and it’s 

sad not to see that happen. 

 

JT:  Yeah.  Getting back to your district, you had a district office, correct? 

 

JH:  Correct; yeah. 

 

JT:  What do you think the role of the district office is?  Important? 

 

JH:  It’s so important that I would say, in spite of politics or whatever goes on in Harrisburg, 

that your district office is at least 50 percent of being reelected. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  And when you have the right staff there, and my current staff, now, Joy Greco, who was my 

chief of staff, she retired last year.  Rhonda Smith moved up to chief of staff, and then I have 

Kim Deland and Susan Kalinda in there, and they’ve all done incredible jobs – incredible.  The 

public loves coming in.  Office location: on a main thoroughfare; thousands of cars go by every 

day and see that, you know, “Representative John Hornaman” sign out in front; available 

parking; handicapped accessible, all of that, but the ladies in the office that just take that extra 

step to help people out.  People come in, you know that; that they’ll come in and ask questions 

that relate to a Federal Government issue rather than a State Government issue, but the ladies 
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still, they’ll say, “Well, we can’t help you directly on that, but we can open the doors and get you 

to the right person who can work on this.”  

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  And just doing the little things that take away the frustrations.  They walk in the door, “Ah, 

we talked to these people at PennDOT.  They don’t take care of me,” yada yada, and 35 minutes 

later they walk out with a smile on their face because the ladies made the right phone calls and 

ironed it out.  I mean, that just, it feels so good, but it also has a great effect on the 

Representative in any district being reelected. 

 

JT:  Sure.  When you first came to Harrisburg, say on your first Swearing-In, what were your 

first impressions, specifically of the building, the chamber? 

 

JH:  I was in awe.  My wife and I had visited before, and of course we came down together to 

deliver our petitions the first time. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  But then when you go to the Floor to be Sworn-In and you look around – the history.  And 

to say that for this little piece of time, only six years for me, that you’re a part of the operation, 

that you’re a part of history, and that what you do is going to affect so many people, the 

importance of what you do and the decisions you make and being in the State Capitol that is 
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probably the most beautiful one in the country, it’s – many times, especially in that first year 

down here, I pinched myself to make sure that I was really here and part of this.  And it’s 

wonderful coming into this later in life, because you’ve seen other things, you’ve done other 

things that you can compare this to.  You’ve dealt with people all your life –  

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  – especially if you’ve run a business or whatever else you’ve done.  You’ve talked to 

people, you should be able to read people by the time you come in as a 60-year-old freshman, 

you know?  And so, I always told people that I wasn’t intimidated by the old-timers here, the 

leadership and so on.  I’ve, you know, I’ve got a huge life experience behind me.  So these are 

guys, and women to a lesser extent, within leadership who, you know, put their pants on like I 

do, and, you know, I’m just not about to be intimidated. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  But it didn’t turn out that way, anyway.  For the most part, I made great friends. 

 

JT:  Good. 

 

JH:  And I always thought, one of my initial thoughts, too, being western Pennsylvania, a 

conservative Democrat, was that, oh boy.  I’m thinking everybody thinks, like the guys in Philly, 

you know, they’re going to be way more liberal than me, you know?  But then I discovered a lot 
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of western Pennsylvania Reps thought like I did, though we had a good camaraderie with the 

Pittsburgh guys and the northwest guys.  So, no, I found a lot of friends that I’m going to miss. 

 

JT:  Yeah.  Did you have a mentor when you first came or did you gravitate toward a certain 

group of people? 

 

JH:  I think that goes back to just hanging around with the western PA guys. 

 

JT:  Right; right. 

 

JH:  And I can’t say that there was any one person.  Everybody treated me well.  Well, being the 

key vote, 102 to 101, but we did a heck of a job, called it the brick wall in that first term. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  And I surprisingly found myself able to vote for things that I didn’t initially think I could 

vote for, but once I learned all the ramifications and really learned the meaning of “The devil’s in 

the details,” boy, is that ever so true with legislation. 

 

JT:  Yeah. 
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JH:  You get a cosponsorship memo that has a title and two paragraphs to explain what this 

legislation is, and then when you read the bill you say, “Am I looking at the same thing?”  So, 

then you turn around and say, “Get my name off that cosponsorship.” 

 

JT:  Yeah. 

 

JH:  But, yeah, the devil really is in the details, and that’s when you really must spend your time 

and efforts really knowing what all that legislation means. 

 

JT:  Sure.  Was there a typical session day? 

 

JH:  Oh, typical, no.  They’re all atypical.  You know, I would count – Wednesdays were 

important to me because I always hoped we got out, took care of business and would get out four 

or five o’clock in the afternoon and be done, because then I could pack up the office, go back to 

the hotel, pack up there, be on the road by between six and seven, and maybe be home by 

midnight.  Some days I’d be home two o’clock, maybe once three o’clock in the morning 

because of the length of the day.  I did not – again, it goes back to this workaholic thing – I 

didn’t like the idea of staying over on Wednesday night and driving back on Thursday, because 

that just blows the day.  There’s another day you don’t get to study, you don’t get to talk to 

constituents or whatever else is on your schedule.  So, I always tried to get out of here on 

Wednesday evening, no matter what. 

 

JT:  Sure; sure. 
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JH:  No matter how late it would be.  Oh, and when I got back to the district, that didn’t mean I 

could go home and go to sleep; that meant I could deliver PennDOT paperwork and license 

plates to the office and leave them on the desk so that the ladies could start calling people on 

Thursday morning. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  Only then could I go home and go to bed.  Delivery boy. 

 

JT:  There you go.  You had served on various committees during the time that you were here in 

office – Environmental Resources, Veterans Affairs.  Were you able to pick the committees that 

you wanted to serve on based on your interests or, when you were a freshman, were you assigned 

committees? 

 

JH:  They let me choose. 

 

JT:  They did? 

 

JH:  And Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness was one of my primary picks, right 

along with Environmental Resources and Energy, definitely.  I’ve been on there with Bud 

George [Camille; State Representative, Centre and Clearfield Counties, 1975-2012] for all three 

of my terms, and he’s been a great Chairman there, been a lot of fun.  And then of course being 

32 
 



from Erie County and having some of the highest numbers of registered sportsmen in the state, 

Fish and Game. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  And then Local Government. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  So, I chose them from the beginning and I’ve stayed on those committees through three 

terms. 

 

JT:  Would you say that you got a lot more work done in the committees than, say, on the House 

Floor? 

 

JH:  That’s another thing you learn:  You learn how powerful the committee is and how 

powerful the Committee Chairman is who can make or break a bill right then and there. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  That’s an eye-opener when you’re a freshman.  So, yeah, definitely, the committee process 

is – I don’t know how you could improve upon it.  It’s been in operation for a couple centuries 

now –  
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JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  – so, I don’t have any magic, but so much power goes with a Committee Chairmanship. 

 

JT: Oh, I bet. 

 

JH:  Yeah. 

 

JT:  Did you ever find the legislative process frustrating? 

 

JH:  Of course; again, to have not only the bill we talked about, but the bill that was and is still 

so near and dear to my heart that must be done at some point in time is Volunteer Responders’ 

Tax Credits. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  Because the volunteer force is diminishing at an alarming rate.  We need to recognize what 

volunteer responders give up from their lives, and in order to help them make the decision to stay 

a volunteer, let’s give them a little tax credit from the municipality, a little tax credit from their 

school taxes, a tax credit from their county taxes.  And maybe that difference, maybe if it’s 500 

dollars or a thousand dollars, might make the difference between them leaving the volunteer 

force and staying on.  So, it’s an issue of public safety, it’s an issue of recognition for the 

volunteers and what they sacrifice, and it’s a recognition of survival, because if the volunteer 
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force goes away, there’s six billion dollars’ worth of services that now would have to become a 

paid force, and how is the taxpayer going to digest that? 

 

JT:  Sure; right. 

 

JH:  So, to have that pass the House of Representatives twice, unanimously, and then die in the 

Senate, that’s a big, big frustration. 

 

JT:  I bet.  You mentioned the tax credit for the volunteer forces, in addition to the offshore 

wind.  Were there other pieces of legislation that you felt strong about pushing forward over the 

last three sessions? 

 

JH:  Well, I had a local piece, which means a lot to Erie County, that some people might look at 

and say, oh, no big deal, but I had Erie County designated as the “Freshwater Fishing Capital of 

Pennsylvania,” and with our fishing industry and our focus on tourism, it’s major to be able to 

use that designation to advertise Erie County, to bring more tourism in.  And the Sons of Lake 

Erie, whom I’m a member of up there, who promote recreational fishing and help in stocking 

streams and everything else, they just thought that was wonderful.  And, you know, you can do 

things that are focused on your own community, don’t have an impact on the rest of the state 

necessarily, but they’re important to us, so. 

 

JT:  Did you have a good relationship with the press, the media? 
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JH:  Generally, yes, except when they ignored me.  They – I guess I’m going to mention names.  

They – now, when I say “they,” I’m going to refer right now to our printed press and the Erie 

Times-News specifically.  I mean, I know people at Erie Times-News who have been very good 

to me, but they do have a thing about their Senator, Jane Earll [Pennsylvania State Senator, 

1997-2012], and it seems to me that more often than not they would go to her for quotes on 

issues, on state issues, and kind of ignore the rest of us.  So, many times I would have to go 

down and say, “Excuse me, I had an opinion on that.  Nobody called.”  But the TV stations were 

generally pretty good to me and would put me on in guest spots for five-minute interviews, thing 

like that.  So, once they got to know me they thought, ah, this guy doesn’t look too bad in front 

of a camera; we’ll stick him out there. 

 

JT:  You were mentioning earlier about getting a little bit more comfortable in front of the 

camera.  Was that a big change over the last three sessions? 

 

JH:  Oh, when I first got elected, I was camera shy, and I said, okay, all right, I’ll take the job, 

but I’m not going to be out there.  I’m going to do my job, stay in the office, stay away from the 

cameras.  I don’t want to give a lot of speeches; I just want to do my job, and then the realization 

is that you can’t.   

 

JT:  Yeah. 
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JH:  You’ve got to be out there, and the people want you out there.  And you’ve got to get 

comfortable in front of interviewers, in front of the camera, and eventually you do learn your job 

well enough that things come more naturally. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  So, it’s been a progression, but I’m here. 

 

JT:  Yeah.  Was there a big difference being in the majority versus the minority? 

 

JH:  Oh, Lord, yes.   

 

JT:  In all aspects, right? 

 

JH:  Yeah.  I came in, the first two terms the Democrats held the majority, and your party 

leadership can dictate the legislation that comes up, and then, psst, things flip over and things get 

a lot tougher.  And that’s, again, just the game that’s played here.  That’s the way it works.  So, if 

we want to push our own legislation – I will say, though, that I had a lot of friends on the other 

side of the aisle. 

 

JT:  That was my next question: with regards to camaraderie, were you able to socialize with 

Members across the aisle frequently? 
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JH:  Yeah.  Yeah; absolutely.  In fact, John Evans mentioned that in his farewell speech 

yesterday, about how the Erie County delegation, we would get together and vote on things or 

support issues that we knew were right for Erie County or for northwest Pennsylvania.  And so, 

we didn’t have a lot of that battling going on amongst ourselves.  But, well, it’s harder to find 

friends on the other side of the aisle, I think, because there are some things that just naturally a 

Republican and a Democrat are never going to agree on.   

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  But if you push that aside, I don’t know.  Sometimes, and I would tell people, too, that it 

wasn’t always Republican versus Democrat.  Sometimes it’s western Pennsylvania versus 

eastern Pennsylvania.  So, as in my part of the state it would be, “Oh, those Philadelphia people.  

You know, they try to control everything.”  So that’s, you know, Philly versus the rest of the 

world here, but.  

 

JT:  Yeah.  Do you have a favorite story, an anecdote of funny events that you’d like to share 

with us from your time in the House? 

 

JH:  Wow.  Just working with Bud George was an anecdote.  I mean, that was so many things, 

working with him, and how he ran his Chairmanship and the committee.  He and I always got 

along.  A lot of people found him abrasive and “Not Bud, no.  You can’t mean Bud George.  

No.”  But, no, we maintained a good relationship, and he kept me as the Environmental 

Resources secretary of the committee.  So, no, it was good, but he was always fun to be around. 
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JT:  You’ll stay in touch with him? 

 

JH:  Probably.  I’d like to.  I’d like to, because my wife and I like to do little, just, road trips; get 

on the road and go places in Pennsylvania, and I’d like to go down and just drop in on him and 

Edna and just spend some Centre County time with him. 

 

JT:  Sure.  What was your proudest moment in the House? 

 

JH:  Wow.  That’s tough.  I suppose the very first bill you get passed I think has to be a very 

intense moment of pride, and mine came only six months into office. 

 

JT:  Really? 

 

JH:  I was prime sponsor on one of four environmental bills from the Rendell [Edward G.; 

Governor of Pennsylvania, 2003-2011] Administration.  In fact, Bud George was the sponsor on 

one, Eugene DePasquale [State Representative, York County, 2007-2013; Pennsylvania Auditor 

General, 2013-present], myself, and who had the fourth one?  But anyway, my bill came up first, 

and I had to learn so much about the energy industry and about the electric grid and energy 

credits in such a short period of time to be able to stand on the House Floor and speak 

intelligently on the bill.  I mean, the learning curve was, whoosh, like this.  And when that bill 

passed and it got signed into law, Governor Rendell came to Erie to have a bill-signing ceremony 

at one of our schools where we had a windmill outside, and I have that framed in my office and 
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the Governor shaking my hand.  Yeah, that first one I think is, you’re pretty amazed at what you 

just did, so. 

 

JT:  I’m sure.  Any regrets? 

 

JH:  Oh, regrets: not getting the firefighters’ tax credit bill passed.  Regrets: not getting the 

offshore wind bill passed.  But, knowing that I may regret it, but I know that it was out of my 

control. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  That in the political climate, it just wasn’t going to happen, so there’s a realization.  Other 

than that, I certainly don’t regret the job.  It’s been an incredible experience.  It was never boring.  

We discussed the frustrations.  But overall, I guess what I say to people is you have to look at 

everything you’ve done here and hang your hat on what you did get done, what you did 

accomplish.  And, you know, maybe in this job, based on where you live in the state and what 

your focuses are or were, you may have that the frustrations might outweigh the rewards, the 

good times.  But if you take those rewards and if you can say, “I did this, and if I wasn’t here, it 

wouldn’t have happened.” 

 

JT:  Right. 
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JH:  I introduced, for example, Governor Rendell to John Kanzius, who has since passed away, 

but whose research is going to lead to the biggest cancer treatment breakthrough in the last half a 

century, and it’s happening right there in my backyard.  And because of me bringing them 

together, I was able to get the Governor to contribute state funds of a million dollars to that 

cancer research, which moved along radio wave research, radio wave scanner beds, and 

pancreatic cancer research.  I can say if I hadn’t done that, if I hadn’t brought those two together, 

that money would not have been here. 

 

JT:  Right. 

 

JH:  So, these are things that – I can say that in Waterford Township, that they would have had a 

lot of trouble finding a new spot for their cemetery, because their old cemetery is filled up.   If I 

hadn’t – at that time we had legislative initiative grant money which many of us used, and we’re 

very proud of how we used it, within the community. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  It was a few bad people using it badly that made it go away.  But if you used it – who 

knows better, anyway, than the State Representative what their community needs, what their fire 

departments need, what this, like I said, here’s a cemetery situation or a washed-out road in 

Franklin Township, that they had no money to fix that road or put in that 12-foot conduit.  They 

might seem, in the grand scale of things, they might seem tiny and insignificant, but they’re 

things that, as a Rep, you know, I worked with them; I made it happen.  So that’s what you do, 
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and overall you say, “I gave the taxpayer their money’s worth, so that it was a good thing that I 

was here.” 

 

JT:  Any retirement plans? 

 

JH:  All kinds.  A lot of travel and seeing the kids, seeing the grandkids, fixing up the house, 

because in spite of the fact that I was a painting contractor all those years, as I merged into this 

job, I haven’t touched a paint brush or fixed the house or done anything over these three terms, 

and so it needs some serious attention. 

 

JT:  Sure. 

 

JH:  I may get that old alto saxophone out of the closet again and try to get my lip back.  And I 

used to do not only marching band in high school, but jazz band and big-band music, that type of 

thing.  The [19]54 Chevy that I mentioned my daughters bought for me for Christmas, that needs 

some hands-on from myself, and I’m an old-car nut, so I’ll be tinkering with that.  And other 

than that, my wife and I are kind of calling this a break, because if another door of opportunity 

opens up down the road –  

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  – or within Erie County or within Millcreek Township or whatever, I’ll take a look.  I might 

even –  
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JT:  You’ll stay interested in politics? 

 

JH:  Sure; sure.  I might go back and get a master’s degree and maybe think about teaching 

poli[tical] sci[ence]. 

 

JT:  Okay. 

 

JH:  I’m just staying flexible. 

 

JT:  Good; good.  I have one more question for you: what advice would you offer to someone 

who’s interested in running for public office? 

 

JH:  Be prepared to work harder than you ever worked in your life.  That’s it. 

 

JT:  Okay.   

 

JH:  Come in here, and don’t think you’re going to be going out to dinner every night, which 

you go to a lot of dinners, but that’s not why you’re here.  If you go to those dinners, it’s because 

there’s an issue to be discussed or information to be gained.  So, yeah, it’s not playtime; it’s 

definitely work time. 
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JT:  Well, Representative Hornaman, I want to thank you very much for participating in our Oral 

History Program, and I want to wish you good luck in the future. 

 

JH:  Thank you so much.  This has been fun. 

 

JT:  Good.  I’m glad.  Thanks. 

 

JH:  Okay. 
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