
1 

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

BIPARTISAN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 

 

 

INTERVIEW WITH: 

 

The Honorable Dr. George K. Haudenshield (R) 

 

43rd District 

 

Allegheny County 

 

1959-1970 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY: Heidi Mays, House Archivist 

May 31, 2007 

 

 

Transcribed by: Erin Miller 

 

 

 

 

© Copyright, Pennsylvania House of Representatives, Office of the Chief Clerk 

 

 



2 

Heidi Mays (HM):  Well, thank you for inviting us to your home today in Pittsburgh.  I 

appreciate you – or I probably shouldn‟t say “Pittsburgh.”  This is actually Green Tree? 

 

The Honorable Dr. George Haudenshield (GH):  Scott Township, actually. 

 

HM:  Scott Township. 

 

GH:  Adjacent to Green Tree. 

 

HM:  Well, I‟m here today with Dr. George Haudenshield who served Allegheny County 

from the 1959 to 1970.  I appreciate you, again, offering your home to us today. 

 

GH:  It‟s a pleasure, and I hope I‟m helpful. 

 

HM:  Thank you.  I wanted to begin by asking you about your childhood and your family 

life and how you feel that prepared you for public service. 

 

GH:  Well, I, I was born in Carnegie, and lived in Rosslyn Farms, went to Carnegie High 

School, and have spent my entire life in this neighborhood.  I‟m living right here on my 

grandfather‟s old farm.  In my whole life I haven‟t lived a mile from where my home is 

right now, so I am a local yokel to say the least.  I attended Allegheny College and went 

to dental school at the University of Pittsburgh.  When I graduated I received a navy 

commission and served in the Pacific Theatre as a Dental Officer during World War II, 

and served in the Pacific Islands, ending up on Okinawa when the War was over.  I came 
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back and started a local practice of dentistry here in Carnegie, and by virtue of that I was 

elected to the school board, and that probably was my start and my chief interest in 

politics.  Although, I did have an uncle [John R. Haudenshield; State Representative, 

Allegheny County, 1939-1960] who was in the Legislature, a perennial winner with 

seniority, but I paid no attention.  I had no idea or ambition or desire to be elected to the 

Legislature. 

 

HM:  So how did you get involved in politics? 

 

GH:  Well, this is a funny story.  It was by accident.  It seems when my uncle died in 

office, the committee, the local committee people get together, and they elect a successor 

to fill the unexpired term.  I was at a cocktail party (laugh) and I think I had a martini in 

the kitchen there was some people out there, and I made a very facetious remark.  I said, 

“With my name, Haudenshield, I could probably run for that job and get elected and the 

people wouldn‟t know the difference.”  A young attorney whom I didn‟t know very well 

at the time said, “Do you mean that?”  And I said, “Oh, sure, sure.”  Well, what happened 

– it was a funny story; I didn‟t know anything.  I was completely unknowledgeable about 

the local political scene, but, it seems that Congressman Fulton [James Grove Fulton; 

State Senator, 1939-1940; US House of Representatives, 1945-1971], who was a, a heavy 

hitter and a Congressman at that time, had a secretary by the name of Martha Cameron, 

that he was pushing for this appointment, and also a Frank Mathias, who was the County 

Chairman of the Republican Party, was also running.  They had already jumped in and 

were out soliciting votes from the committee people and so forth.  And it turned out that 

this attorney who attended the committee meeting – and, of course, the committee people 
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were all afraid of Jim Fulton, the Congressman, and they were also afraid of the County 

Chairman, so they were reluctant to make a decision between the two – at the appropriate 

time he got up – I wasn‟t at the meeting.  I didn‟t know anything about this until a day 

later – but, he got up at the meeting and he said that he could offer a compromise 

candidate that perhaps would solve the dilemma.  He had a young, energetic dentist 

(laugh) by the name of Haudenshield that he‟s convinced would be a good candidate.  As 

it turned out, that relieved the committee people to such an extent that the other 

candidates withdrew and I was nominated by acclamation.  So, a day-and-a-half later I 

found out that I‟m a Member of the Legislature.  So, that‟s how I actually got elected, and 

one of the reasons that I wasn‟t completely dismayed is that I was interested in public 

education.  As President of the school board, I realized that most of the decisions that 

affected education were made in Harrisburg, so I welcomed it as an opportunity at that 

time to perhaps, serve in that capacity.  So, that‟s the story as how I got there.  It was 

completely by accident. 

 

HM:  Well, you were still a practicing dentist at the time. 

 

GH:  At that time, the Legislature was definitely a part time job.  It was two days a week.  

I always took a day off anyway, so I only lost one day as a dentist.  It was a part time job 

and a part time salary.  I think the salary was way low.  It was down around seven or 

seven thousand five hundred dollars or something like that.  And, of course, it was 

eventually raised to, I think, around seventeen thousand before I left.  So, it was 

considered a part time job, and it didn‟t, at that time, interfere with my practice of 

dentistry.  Later on, it became a problem, so that‟s one of the reasons I retired. 
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HM:  Is that whenever they decided to try to make it more professional? 

 

GH:  As they raised the salary, they did the same amount of work, but they stretched it 

out from two days to three days to four days, and they kept you in Harrisburg for four or 

five days in some weeks, which was devastating for a practicing dentist, so that‟s one of 

the things that prompted me to retire. 

 

HM:  mm-hmm.  Well, how did you decide to become a Republican? 

 

GH:  Oh, I was born a Republican.  My family were all Republicans.  My uncle was a 

Republican that served, and my mother and father – as I said, I was born in Rosslyn 

Farms, which is a Republican neighborhood.  I tell you (laugh), somebody voted 

Democratic up there one time, and they wondered who it was.  It caused a big furor 

because there was somebody that voted for a, a Democrat.  So, I just grew up as a 

[Republican]. 

 

HM:  Okay. 

 

GH:  The way I got elected was a very fortunate thing in this respect; I wasn‟t beholden 

to anybody.  I had no special interest that I was obligated to, and I was a free spirit.  In 

other words, I could go down and vote my conscience, and my success, I was fairly 

successful, was a result of the fact that my colleagues found out that I had no political 

ambition whatsoever, and that eases a lot of tension, because in politics I discovered that 
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there‟s a great deal of jealousy and maneuvering behind the back.  But, as soon as they 

found out that I was not a serious politician, they accepted me, then as a result, I was 

much more successful because they weren‟t suspicious of any secondary motive that I 

had behind any bills that I was sponsoring. 

 

HM:  Well, that‟s good.  Well, what can you tell me about campaigning?  What was 

campaigning like? 

 

GH:  Campaigning in those days – well, in the first place, (laugh) I had no money, of 

course.  I had nobody, you know, except for a few local people that would send twenty-

five dollars and so forth, but it didn‟t cost much in those days, either.  The neighbors 

would sit in my living room and get out a mailing.  I had a bunch of volunteers that 

would come in, and we would send out a letter and stamp it and address it and so forth, 

and that was the extent of the campaigning.  But this is, and always has been, a 

Democratic District.  At that time, it was a four man District.  It was such a vast, large 

District that there was four different people that ran At-Large in the whole District, and 

when I went first started, that was the situation where I ran with three other candidates, 

all of which were Republican, and for some strange reason, the Republicans got elected 

District-wide where the local political jobs were almost always held by Democrats.  The 

fact is, when I ran for the school board, I was the first Republican to be elected in Scott 

Township for fifty-six years or something like that.  But after that, with quite a few 

Republicans getting elected, it became a competitive District.  So, there was some 

campaigning, and I went to cottage meetings.  I remember that back in those days, the 

housewives would have cottage meetings and coffees, and they‟d invite their neighbors, 
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and you went in and talked to them and so forth, and I kind of enjoyed it, and I got a 

chance to meet some of the statewide candidates, like John Heinz [Henry John Heinz III, 

U.S. Representative, 1971-1976; U.S. Senator, 1977-1992], and some of the people that 

have been very politically successful.  I had a chance to meet them personally, and it was 

very enjoyable.  So, at the polls, I can remember, I didn‟t solicit any poll workers, 

although I had a lot of volunteers, but I had a wife and two daughters that I remember 

putting (laugh), at different polling places, handing out my literature.  They were so 

sweet and young, and they would pass out my cards and then would get patted on the 

head with, “Yes, dear, we will vote for your father.”  I had no trouble getting elected, in 

all the times that I ran.  You had to make an effort because you were expected to.  But to 

tell you the truth, if I had gotten defeated, it might have been one of the better things that 

could happen.  I don‟t know.  

 

HM:  Well, do you recall the names of the other gentlemen that were running At-Large 

with you? 

 

GH:  Well, at that time, Ed Ewing [Edwin C. Ewing; State Representative, Allegheny 

County, 1939-1964; State Senator, 1965-1968] was a senior Member, and he was from 

Mt. Lebanon.  Ron Thompson [Ronald L. Thompson, State Representative, Allegheny 

County, 1941-1966], and there was a fellow by the name of Cooper [George W. Cooper; 

State Representative, Allegheny County, 1939-1960] my first year, but he died and was 

replaced by Jim Simmons [James C. Simmons; State Representative, Allegheny County, 

1961-1964], so when I ran, I ran with Simmons, Thompson, and Ewing, and we ran as a 

team, and, of course, that helped to some extent. 
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HM:  Well, what was it like serving with a group?  Did you have to form consensus 

whenever you would –  

 

GH:  No, we often split the personal votes, but it was interesting because we could get 

together and get four different opinions and four different slants on some legislation.  

See, the legislation isn‟t all like people think good or bad; it‟s mostly grey.  And you 

have to decide, whether the grey is better than the black, and the white is, you know, 

better than the grey.  So, it made for an interesting decision.  We enjoyed each others‟ 

company and, and also the experience.  They had a great deal more experience than I did 

and it was very helpful to have their experience and advice.  We didn‟t always vote 

together, but on political issues and Party issues, we normally did, yeah. 

 

HM:  Do you think it was easier to have four Members serving an area versus towards 

the end of your career where it was one Member serving one District? 

 

GH:  Oh, it, it suited us fine at the time because it made it easier to get elected, but 

undoubtedly, it‟s not the best political situation.  I would say individual Districts would 

be far superior because of the, the responsibility to your constituents.  I would say that 

you‟re a little closer to – the constituents are closer to their Representative than 

otherwise, because I‟m living here in Scott Township, but our District went all the way 

down the river, and went up to Bethel Park and Bethel Township.  It was an enormous 

District, but it helped get elected, because there were Republican Districts thrown in with 

the Democratic. 
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HM:  Well, you‟ve talked a little bit about your District already about some of the areas 

that you served and also a little bit about the political makeup of it.  Is there anything else 

you would like to tell me about the District or the area? 

 

GH:  Well, I was fortunate; the District in Carnegie for instance, and the area in my 

adjacent neighborhood is a very ethnic group, and as a dentist, I had a lot of ethnic 

patients.  That didn‟t hurt me a bit because, for instance, the Italian vote; I‟d go down and 

play bocce on a Sunday afternoon, and I‟d get most of the Italian – Democrat or 

Republican – votes in Carnegie because I showed up.  And if they didn‟t know me, they 

knew the name.  I had one uncle that was in the Legislature, another uncle that was in the 

real estate business in Carnegie, and my father, who was a practicing dentist from 

Carnegie, so the name was pretty well known.  I wasn‟t floating on my merits; it was my 

name, really, that benefited me and made it easy for me to get me elected.  And I assume 

that this could have gone on for quite a while, too. 

 

HM:  Has the District changed at all since you were a Member? 

 

GH:  Well, it‟s – yes, the District has changed.  They‟ve reduced that four man District 

into a single man District, and it‟s been – it was gerrymandered by the Republican Party 

to suit that purpose, and then when the Democrats took control, gerrymandered it back 

the other way.  So, at the present time there‟s very few Republicans, except for the Mt. 

Lebanon area, and a few others that used to elect the Republican‟s.  So politically, there‟s 

been a, a significant change, but that too, changes with time. 
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HM:  I‟m sure you didn‟t have a District office whenever you first –  

 

GH:  No, in those days we didn‟t have expense money.  We didn‟t have walking around 

money.  (laugh)  We didn‟t have any of that.  We didn‟t have a secretary.  We shared a 

secretarial pool.  If you were a Leader in the House, you were entitled to a secretary, but 

some of us new Members, why, we even shared an office and used the secretarial pool.  

So, you didn‟t have a secretary, let alone an office.  The only way you were in contact 

with your constituents was through the press and mailings and the like, which were 

infrequent.  So, it‟s changed considerably.  I can understand because it‟s a lot more 

complicated now.  The job isn‟t any tougher; it just takes longer to get it done.  It‟s 

complicated. 

 

HM:  Well, what were the, what were the accommodations like in the Capitol Building 

for a Member at the time? 

 

GH:  (laugh) There‟s a long story there; I was very fortunate when I went down there, 

Dave Lawrence [David L. Lawrence; Governor of Pennsylvania, 1959-1963] was 

Governor and the Democrats were in control of the House, so as a minority Member, the, 

the Leaders had a fairly decent office and so forth, but as they got down the list in 

seniority, where I was pretty low, they ran out of offices.  So, they were four offices 

short, and there was four of us volunteered to go to the basement, and they fixed up a 

storage room down there, and they made an office, and the four of us that shared it.  It 

was the best thing that ever happened to us, and we were more-or-less trying to hide, you 
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know. (laugh)  But they – what happened was that it was down, as I say, in the cellar.  

Nobody ever came down there, and the Leadership, after the Session, would often like to 

go somewhere after their, their press interviews, to get away from the press and talk 

personally, and they used to collect in our office to hide.  There were four of us; one from 

Tioga County, Warren Spenser [State Representative, McKean, Potter and Tioga 

Counties, 1963-1984], Joe Hepford from Dauphin County [H. Joseph Hepford; State 

Representative, Dauphin County, 1963-1976] and Matt Ryan (the future Speaker) 

[Matthew J. Ryan; State Representative, Delaware County, 1963-2003; Speaker, 1981-

1982, 1995-2003]  But, it turned out then that the lobbyists found out that, that the 

Leadership, to get away from the press, were meeting there.  So, they stocked the room 

with food (laugh) and drinks and so forth, so we actually had the most popular office – it 

was the best kept secret in Harrisburg.  But, when they were looking for the Leadership, 

the Speaker and the Floor Leaders were usually down in our office, which gave me a 

chance to get to know some of the Leaders a little better.  So, it worked out very nicely, 

and we were very reluctant to move when we got into the majority again, so we stayed 

down there. 

 

HM:  Yeah. 

 

GH:  Things worked out pretty well, but – what else was it you wanted? 

 

HM:  Well, would you say then that there was camaraderie in the House? 
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GH:  Oh, that spirit was great on my first trip to Harrisburg, we left the Pennsylvania 

Station at midnight on Sunday night, and a few people would drive, but most of the time 

we took the train, and the train would get into Harrisburg at about five thirty in the 

morning, as I recall, and so we‟d be up all night.  That‟s where I got to know the 

Democratic Members, as well as our own.  There was about twelve, thirteen, fourteen of 

us traveled by train, and on that trip all the way down to Harrisburg it was a chance to 

build up some friendships.  And as a result, I became friends with all the Democratic 

Members from Allegheny County, and we were very close.  Now, when we debated on 

the Floor, there was what seemed like a lot of friction, but there was nothing but 

admiration and friendship, and after you would debate on the Floor and argue just 

violently, why, you‟d go down to the bar and have a drink together and laugh and talk, 

and so it was quite an interesting experience.  A lot of the anger that‟s demonstrated on 

the Floor is for show more than anything else.  But, now, the situation was very friendly 

in those days.  There was respect, mutual respect for the different, you know, parties and 

so forth, and there was a lot of camaraderie, and I would say that friendships.  I mean, I 

developed friendships with so many of those Democratic candidates which, incidentally, 

have all become judges now (laugh), and so Tom Foerster [Thomas J. Foerster; State 

Representative, Allegheny County, 1959-1968] was one of those people, and it‟s pretty 

nice later in life to have a friend like Tom Foerster.  (laugh)  So, he was just one example, 

but there was Leroy [K. Leroy Irvis; State Representative, Allegheny County, 1959-1988; 

Speaker, 1977-1978 and 1983-1988] and oh, some of the other judges that stayed into 

politics and so forth.  Why, it was kind-of nice, but they were all House Members back in 

the days, and at that time Allegheny County was Democratic, and their candidates were 
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well rewarded with local political jobs.  So, it has served me well as far friendships go, 

but I‟ve never needed much in the way of political help. 

 

HM:  Oh, interesting.  Well, can – have you always had the same seat on the House 

Floor? 

 

GH:  Yeah, I –  

 

HM:  Because you had a very – you showed me a picture where you sat, and you had a 

nice front row view. (laugh)  

 

GH:  Well, yeah, I think that made a lot of people unhappy, (laugh) but when I first went 

down there, they were kind enough – again, the Democrats were in control, and – but 

they gave me my uncle‟s seat.  My uncle had a tremendous amount of seniority, and he 

was number 4, HR 4, and that was on my license plate, too; HR  4.  Oh, I can remember 

being very, very proud, and I sat down front with all the Leaders, and you can imagine 

what a big shot I felt like down there.  Oh, I‟ll tell you an interesting thing;  My very first 

day we were sitting there, and the Speaker raps the gavel and he said, “Will the 

gentleman from Allegheny, Dr. Haudenshield, report to the Governor‟s Office?  The 

Governor [David Lawrence] would like to see you.”  I thought, “Holy mackerel.  What 

did I do?”  (laugh) This was my first day.  So, I go back, and it turned out that he was a 

good friend of another uncle, down in the produce yard on the south side, and he 

recognized the name, and he just put his feet up and we had a nice, long conversation.  

He told me experiences about he and my uncle and how good of friends they were and so 
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forth.  So, when I finally left and came back to the House, my head was all swollen up.  

Boy, I was just as happy as I could be. 

 

HM:  (laugh)  

 

GH:  So, I enjoyed that. 

 

HM:  Well, was that your first Swearing-In then?  The day you were Sworn-In? 

 

GH:  Yeah, that was, that was the day, my first day, no, not the day we were Sworn-In.  

We didn‟t enact legislation.  This is my first legislative day that this happened, and so I 

was, I was kind of thrilled. 

 

HM:  Now, what was the first time that you were on the House Floor as an elected 

Member?  How did you feel? 

 

GH:  Oh, I felt – I saw those paintings, those impressive Chambers, and I‟m 

overwhelmed.  I mean, I think anybody would be, to walk into those Chambers and sit 

down front and, and listen to the program.  I was just, thoroughly impressed, and I began 

to like being in politics about that time (laugh), but you certainly get used to it, yeah. 

 

HM:  Yeah. 

 

GH:  So. 
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HM:  Well, I think it‟s very interesting that you had all these relationships with 

Leadership coming to your office, sitting in the front row, the Governor calling you in. 

 

GH:  Not only that, I was very, very lucky.  Not smart.  Had I been smart, but the – when 

I was there, I think my second year is when, at the time the Republican Party was led by 

Harv Taylor [M. Harvey Taylor; State Senator, Dauphin County, 1941-1964; Senate Pro 

Tempore, 1947-1960], the boss, you know, from Dauphin County.  The Republicans had 

control, but it was the rural Republicans, and they ran with an iron fist through Harv 

Taylor.  And so, the younger group from Montgomery County and Allegheny County – 

some of the younger Republican leaders were frustrated by the power that the, the rural 

Republicans held, and the Leadership and the hierarchy, so they posted their own 

candidate for Speaker and Senate Pro Tempore against Harv Taylor, and that was 

unthinkable (laugh), but I didn‟t know enough to know, and they were friends of mine, 

and I liked them, so I said, “Sure, I‟ll go along with you,” and afterwards when people 

found out about that, they said, “Oh, you‟re crazy.  You‟re committing political suicide,” 

which it would have been, really, because Harv was a vindictive type of a character, but 

as it turned out, we won.  So, that‟s when Ken Lee [Kenneth B. Lee; State 

Representative, Sullivan, Susquehanna & Wyoming Counties, 1957-1974; Speaker, 

1967-1968 and 1973-1974] and Bob Butera [Robert J. Butera; State Representative, 

Montgomery County, 1963-1978] and Lee Donaldson [Lee A. Donaldson, Jr.; State 

Representative, Allegheny County, 1955-1970] and that group – that was under the first 

Scranton [William Warren Scranton, Governor of Pennsylvania, 1963-1967] 

Administration – I think the first Scranton term.  So, that‟s when they, they took over and 
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got control, and I became Chairman of the Education Committee, which was what I 

wanted, and then Chairman of the State Government Committee and so forth.  So, I kind 

of leapfrogged into responsible positions as a result of the turnover and turmoil because 

we no longer had to acknowledge the old system, which, again, was a stroke of luck.  It 

wasn‟t brains; It was stupidity.  Had I known any better, I never would have crossed 

anything like that, but it, it turned out pretty good. 

 

HM:  Well, that‟s a really interesting story.  Thank you. 

 

GH:  Yeah. 

 

HM:  Whenever you first came to Harrisburg did anybody mentor you?  Did anybody 

take you under their wing or show you some things? 

 

GH:  Well, as I said, the group, the group from – oh, I‟ll tell you another funny story; 

you talk about the first day.  I mentioned about going down to the train with the 

delegation from Allegheny, and I was so – I felt so obligated and indebted to their advice.  

They were all so kind and they said that they met at the Harrisburger for breakfast.  The 

Session didn‟t start until noon, but we got there at five thirty in the morning, so 

everybody met at the Harrisburger Hotel for breakfast.  I made up my mind then, “These 

guys are so nice.  I‟m going to buy breakfast for them.”  So, I didn‟t have that much 

money, but I thought it would show my appreciation.  So, we get to the Harrisburger, and 

there must have been fourteen or fifteen of us, and we enjoyed a nice breakfast, but there 

was a gentleman sitting over in the corner when I told the waitress I said, “I want the 
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check.”  The gentleman sitting over in the corner came over – he didn‟t sit with us at all – 

and told the girl that he wanted the check.  Well, it turned out it was Joe Huber, who was 

a lobbyist for Equitable Gas, I think it was.  Yeah, I‟m sure it was – and he was a 

lobbyist, and, you know, he had the money on his expense account, and he‟s used to 

picking up the Legislators‟ check, but I fought with him.  I said, “No way.”  I didn‟t 

know who he was and I said, “No, this is my check, and I want to do this,” and so forth.  

So, they finally took my money, and I think it was one hundred and twenty dollars or 

something.  Maybe not that much in those days, I forget.  But, my reputation went way 

up because the story got out that (laugh) I wouldn‟t let Joe Huber pick up a check, and so 

that stood me in good stead the rest of my time, because anytime I‟d go anywhere and 

when any lobbyists would see me, they would figure, “Well, he‟s not a freeloader.” 

(laugh)  And I had, I had more trouble buying meals after that.  

 

HM:  (laugh) 

 

GH:  So, that was my, my way of showing appreciation to my colleagues who were on 

the train. 

 

HM:  Well, you just always seem to be at the right place at the right time. 

 

GH:  Oh, yeah, all my life I‟ve been lucky.  Oh, I could – oh, it, it‟s, it‟s amazing.  It‟s 

amazing what‟s happened to me, not only in the Legislature but the rest of my life.  I‟m 

just blessed.  There‟s no doubt about it. 
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HM:  Well, that‟s fantastic. (laugh)  

 

GH:  Oh, yeah, I, I‟m, I‟m pleased.  An interesting story; when I told you I mentioned I 

got to be Chairman of the State Government Committee, and that‟s when the – we, my 

assistant and I, we decided that the motorcycle – it was my bill; the original Motorcycle 

Helmet Law.  And oh, I thought I‟d get to heaven on that.  I thought, “Politically, who 

can be against safety?”  So, I‟m the chief sponsor, and it‟s in my committee, the bill‟s in 

the State Government Committee.  Well, I think, “Boy, this is an issue that the public is 

going to love because everybody‟s for safety.”  I got home, and I‟ll tell you, the mail 

truck pulls up and they bring bags of mail and dump it into my front door (laugh)  I never 

knew there were so many angry, mad people in all my life.  The nasty letters I got and so 

forth.  But the bill did pass, and it‟s just recently that it was repealed.  Now, I understand 

that they‟re thinking of passing it again.  So, at least it demonstrated that there was a 

safety measure, but I wasn‟t popular with those motorcycle guys.  I didn‟t realize how 

passionate they were about their privacy. 

 

HM:  Yeah.  Well, again with the, the mentoring.  Do you feel that you ever had the 

opportunity to mentor anybody that was new to Harrisburg as you had served so many 

years? 

 

GH:  Oh, I think we all did that.  I think, yeah, a new Member, but in my case so many of 

them got to be a little more sophisticated.  A lot of the candidates coming down were well 

trained, well versed.  They had served – it got to be more difficult, you know.  I walked 

in, but they worked their way in, and in working their way in, they served as committee 
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people and in local public office and were much more qualified politically than I ever 

was.  So, in my case it was pretty difficult for me to mentor anybody like that.  I was 

amazed at their knowledge and so forth.  So, when a newcomer needed help, of course, 

there‟s a spirit of camaraderie that prevailed, and it was a friendly and conscientious, I 

will say that some of the finest people I‟ve ever known in my life were Members of the 

Legislature.  And the impression now is that they‟re all, you know, greedy bums, and 

some of them are, but I‟m sure there‟s a good many of them that are very conscientious 

and public servants.  But they seem to be harder and harder to find because it may be the 

competition.  I think it‟s due to the longevity and the high pay, the high pension, that 

attracts people that are hungry or more hungry for the money than they are for the public 

service.  So, that‟s one of the reasons I left the Legislature – Lee Donaldson and I both 

left the same year – our wives were getting mad at us anyway, because we were staying 

up there longer and longer, and she said, “You either have to make up your mind.  You‟re 

going to be a dentist, or you‟re going to be a politician,” and at that time, why, the Senate 

seat was open, and I was eligible to, to go on to the Senate, but I, I didn‟t – I withdrew, 

and then that‟s when Ed Ewing‟s son, Wayne Ewing [State Senator, Allegheny County, 

1967-1976] was elected, and he was actually junior to me, but I was ready to leave and 

didn‟t want the promotion.  The big issue I can recall is when I first went there was milk.  

I don‟t think you‟re old enough to recall, but the, the milk subsidies – the price of milk 

was up.  It‟s just like gasoline is today.  Everybody in the state of Pennsylvania was mad 

because farmers were subsidized for milk, and the price of milk was up and high and so 

forth, so you had to be against those thieving milk dealers and so forth  And that was a 

big, big issue.  I remember in campaigning you were against the Milk Commission.  The 

Milk Commission had artificially increased the cost and the rate of milk, so that was a big 
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issue.  And also, any pay raise or any accoutrements that were voted on by the 

Legislature, or, you know, they, they got a lot of attention from the press, and we got a lot 

of heat and so forth.  Some of the ones you could vote for, and some of them you voted 

against.  But, another experience, speaking of voting; my first – I would say, no, that‟d 

been my second vote – on the second day that I was there, the issue at that time was Bible 

reading in public schools.  That was a big issue.  And the Legislature that came up with a 

bill, which I, you know, I am a purist, and I had no idea of the political impact, but the 

bill was to allow those children who didn‟t want to hear the Bible reading to be excused.  

And that made me mad because I thought, “Well, gee, why dump that responsibility onto 

these poor little kids and make them get up and leave and so forth,” because it‟s really not 

a political problem anyway, but in order to solve it, they wrote the bill that would allow 

the students to do that.  That was the Legislature‟s way of handling that situation, and I 

was violently opposed.  I figured, “Let‟s face this issue and vote yes or no, and it‟s our 

problem to decide rather than the kids.”  So, as a result, I was against that solution, but I 

hadn‟t given any thought to the political ramifications.  So, in that time there was a 

negative vote stand before the electronic voting machine. 

 

HM:  Okay. 

 

GH:  And, all they did when a bill that was accepted by both sides was any negative vote 

stand.  I‟m in the front row, and I stand up, and my colleagues are tugging on me, “Sit 

down,” and I said, “No, I‟m against this bill.”  I look around, and there‟s only one other 

guy standing in the whole House, and that‟s Maury Goldstein [Maurice H. Goldstein; 

State Representative, Allegheny County, 1955-1964].  Anyway, I remember him, from 
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Squirrel Hill, he was Jewish and had every right to, you know, (laugh) he had his 

constituency and it wouldn‟t bother him one bit, and he was a smart fellow, and he didn‟t 

think it was a good bill, either, but he had nothing to lose politically.  Well, the next day, 

the Pittsburgh press, on the front page, “Haudenshield, New Member, Votes Against 

Bible.”  There I am an Elder of the church.  My church people called me.  So, it‟s, it‟s 

experiences like that that open your eyes to the difficulty that you have in handling the 

press as, as well as voting your conscience.  It didn‟t always work right, but I survived 

that.  I survived it anyway. 

 

HM:  Well, I think it‟s interesting because I think you were more of a citizen going to 

Harrisburg, you know, kind-of not really sure of the political impact that all this would 

have, whereas, as you were saying that now people go to Harrisburg –  

 

GH:  Oh, I was a green tin horn.  I knew nothing about politics.   

 

HM:  (laugh) Yeah.   

 

GH:  I learned, but, you know, I learned, and I made friends real easily because they 

soon found out I wasn‟t anybody to worry about, because I had no ambition, and so, I got 

so that I had enough Democrats friends that I very often I was one from our Caucus that 

they would send over to the Democratic Caucus to iron out some problem, because they 

trusted me.  They figured that since I didn‟t have anything personal to gain, why, that was 

it. 
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HM:  Now, were most of the people that you served with similar to you?  Did they all 

have other professions? 

 

GH:  Most people did because, as I say, it was a part time job.  There was a minister, 

Pastor Walker, who was an acting minister that came shortly after I was there, there were 

two other dentists in the House.  No, one other dentist in the House, but Senator Pechan 

[Albert R. Pechan; State Senator, Armstrong, Butler, Jefferson, Indiana, and Clarion 

Counties, 1949-1970] who was the Senate Pro Tempore at the time, was a dentist.  But, 

of course, he had given up his dental practice and traded it in for a political future, but he 

was a dentist, and also, there were businessmen and so forth.  As I say, it was a part time 

job, and, and as a result, that attracted more people who, I think, were civic minded who 

really wanted to, to devote some time to – contribute some of their time to public service, 

and I think it was a good system.  Now, the job, it‟s a full time job, and I think people 

struggle to make it a full time job.  I really don‟t think it is a full time job.  I think the 

Legislature‟s way too big, and, you know, I‟ve said that all along.  I campaigned on that 

years and years ago, but it‟s going to be – and there‟s too many lawyers that are in the 

politics, so you‟re not going to get any legislation done to change that. (laugh)  It‟s very 

difficult, as you know, so the – any change is going to occur very, very slowly. 

 

HM:  Well, it‟s interesting you‟re bringing up some points today that you looked at, I 

think, with the Constitutional Convention, reducing the size of the Legislature, and could 

you tell me a little bit about the Constitutional Convention and your role in it, please? 
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GH:  Oh, I had no personal role, but that‟s an interesting story, too.  The gentleman I 

spoke about earlier that got me involved in this in the first place was an attorney, and he 

had his own law firm and had a wonderful practice.  When I got to be Chairman of the 

State Government Committee, I was entitled to counsel.  So, I called him – I think it paid 

five thousand dollars.  I said, “Do you know any young attorney that would like to go to 

Harrisburg a couple days a week for maybe, I would say, maybe twenty-five, thirty days, 

a year, that would want this job?”   And he said, “You know, ” – now, he‟s head of a law 

firm.  He has three other lawyers – Hess is his name; Emerson Hess – And he said, “I 

would love that job myself.”  I said, “I only pay you – ”  He said, “I don‟t care.”  He said, 

“I‟ve always wanted to get involved in state government,” and he‟s the one that got me 

involved in the first place.  A very astute – he ran my campaigns, a very astute and 

energetic, and smart, oh, smart as a whip.  Well then here he is.  He comes down and 

handles a few situations that the State Government Committee is involved in and 

impresses the Floor Leader.  So, the Floor Leader comes to me, and they say, “Have we 

got a sticky problem.  Where‟s Emerson?”  He was a great arbitrator.  He could go to the 

other Caucus, and be very persuasive, very persuasive and a great negotiator, and so he 

served my purpose very well, and he gained a reputation so that the Floor Leader 

borrowed him.  They‟d come to me and say, “Can we borrow your attorney on this sticky 

issue that we have?” and so forth.  And then even the Governor borrowed him.  That was 

when Ray Shafer [Raymond P. Shafer, Governor of Pennsylvania, 1967-1971] was the 

Governor and wanted to know if he could borrow Emerson on a certain, you know – I 

forget the details, but in some area that needed very acute negotiations, and 

reconciliations and so forth, so Emerson became quite, quite the man around Harrisburg.  

So, the Governor, then, when they revised the Constitution, when they had the 
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Constitutional Convention, they asked if they could borrow Emerson, and Emerson and 

Herb Fineman [Herbert Fineman; State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1955-1978; 

Speaker, 1969-1972 and 1975-1976] from the Democratic Party – he was the Minority 

Leader at that time – they wrote, they wrote the Constitutional changes.  So that was my 

contribution; I lent them my attorney.  (laugh)  I had no personal contribution.  I can take 

no credit for any of those changes, but the Convention work was very, very successful, 

and it was through, namely through his efforts.  Let‟s put it that way, that, and his ability 

to work and solve conflicting problems.  So, that was my only – if anybody mentioned 

my connection, it was secondary, I‟m sure. 

 

HM:  (laugh)  Well, you talked a little bit about your Helmet Law.  Are there any other 

pieces of legislation that you would like to, to talk about? 

 

GH:  Well, actually, I was very fortunate, and some, some of this legislation later on was 

due to Emerson, but I was the chief sponsor of the bill that – a Consumer Protection Bill 

that is now law.  At that time, a salesman could come in and – to a housewife, for 

instance – and sell her a set of encyclopedias, tell her how about was good for the kids, 

and she would get carried away emotionally and sign up for four, five hundred dollars‟ 

worth of books and so forth, and then the husband would come home arrogant and mad 

and try to cancel it, but once she signed it, why, it was law.  So, this law gave three days 

cooling off period so that any contract you sign could be negated in a three day period.  

That was my bill that Emerson wrote, of course.  He wrote most of the legislation, and, 

and that was – it was quite a few other bills that I can take credit for, but not really 

because he was the brains behind my political skills.  
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HM:  Now, you talked about your, your experiences in committee work.  Is there 

anything else that you would like to talk about, as far as your work and bills that maybe 

came through your committees that you thought were an interesting issue at the time or? 

 

GH:  Well, the one bill, the one bill that out-shadows any, any other legislation I can ever 

remember, including the helmet bill, was the parochial school bill.  At that time, that was 

the issue, and the bill that – this was under the Shapp [Milton J. Shapp, Governor of 

Pennsylvania, 1971-1979] Administration as I recall – but that was a bill that would 

allow the public school buses to pick up the parochial children and so forth, and that, that 

was highly, highly controversial.  I mean, that was statewide.  It was – I mentioned the 

helmet bill.  There was only a few hundred thousand were interested in that.  There were 

a few million people interested in the other bill.  And that‟s another time that the mail 

truck – and the bill was in my committee, in the State Government Committee, and I got 

mail from Philadelphia and all over the state, again, by the mail bag really.  And the heat 

was on, but they transferred the bill to Appropriations to study the impact, the financial 

impact for the bill, and it finally got me off the hook because I was the center – the bill 

was in my committee, and I was the one that everybody was jumping on for a long time.  

But, the bill eventually passed, but it came out of Appropriations.  I was able to transfer it 

over to Appropriations and let them – they could stand the heat in the kitchen a little 

better than I could.  So, that was a, a highly significant bill that‟s had a tremendous 

impact financially ever since then. 
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HM:  mm-hmm.  Well, some of the other things that often come up were budget battles 

and the fiscal impact that the Legislature has, you know, in deciding how much money 

the, the Governor and everybody else is allowed to spend. 

 

GH:  Well, yeah, that – back in those days, the budget was always padded.  They would 

– the amendments – I was on the Appropriations Committee, then, eventually, myself, 

and that‟s the committee that sorted out, but that was a kind of a give and take deal.  

There was a lot of individual District help parceled out for votes and so forth.  That was 

going on then to some degree.  I don‟t know whether to the degree it‟s going on today, 

but, but that has always been a, a significant problem budget-wise is the allocation of 

funds, and it‟s easy to pass legislation that‟s favorable and everybody loves, but when 

you try to raise the money to, to pay for it, it‟s a different matter.  So, I would say that my 

experience on the Appropriation Committee opened my eyes [End of Side A] to 

responsibility, and that was – then I quit shortly after that.  I had – that‟s when they had 

decided to re-increase the salary and the pension and make you stay longer, so that‟s 

when I decided not to run.  And the unfortunate thing of that is that I missed the pay 

raise.  I missed that pension increase.  Had I known that, what that was, I might have 

stuck around another term (laugh), but the unfortunate thing was the financial aspects of 

that.  Lee Donaldson at that time was the Leader.  He didn‟t suffer as much as I did, but it 

was what happened.  I mean, everybody thinks that I‟m living in the lap of luxury on the 

Legislature, which was not true then, but maybe now. 

 

HM:  Well, I was wondering if you could tell me about some of the other changes that, 

you know, you had perhaps witnessed while you were in Harrisburg?  People talk about 
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the beautiful Capitol Building, but I think that you were there before all the renovations 

and things like that. 

 

GH:  Oh, yeah. 

 

HM:  What were some of the other things that perhaps you, you kind-of, maybe, in 

retrospect you might have noticed now? 

 

GH:  Well, I‟ve only been to Harrisburg since all this has been completed once, and I 

was amazed at the buildings and the money that must have been spent in the Capitol.  

Even in the Capitol Building itself, the changes that have been made, and I don‟t know 

whether that‟s justified or not.  It‟s hard for me.  I‟m not going to condemn it; I wasn‟t 

there.  I know it wouldn‟t have worked when I was there, let‟s put it that way.  Where all 

those funds came from I have no idea.  I‟m sure that that part of it was needed, and I‟m 

sure a lot of it is for show, but there‟s one issue that seems to be current even today, and 

that is term limits.  Now, I‟m very much in favor of decreasing the size of the Legislature, 

but I‟m vacillating on, on term limits.  There would be a lot of advantages in limiting 

terms, as far as expenses and so forth, but I think it would be a great disservice to the 

electorate, because in my experience the experienced Legislators who have been through 

it before and know all the ramifications and the implications of legislation and so forth, 

their experience is very, very valuable.  So, seniority, which is abused considerably and 

bad in a lot of respects, it means that the bad are promoted with the good, but on the other 

hand, if you eliminated that completely and had a bunch of young people running around, 

it takes, it takes two or three terms to really understand how to accomplish anything.  It‟s 



28 

not your ideals and what you want, but the mechanics of the job and how best to 

approach it and how effectively to achieve your goals.  It‟s much easier with a certain 

amount of seniority.  So, I would hate to see us sacrifice that on term limit, so I could flip 

a coin.  I could argue either side of that issue, but it isn‟t like the press now is so violently 

for term limits.  I‟m not sure that‟s the solution to the problem.  I think reducing the size 

would be – and maybe some control.  I think the way to do it would be to control the 

increasing income at a certain point, so rather than say you can‟t run anymore so that 

your income would be limited after so many terms.  Of course, there‟s a lot of things 

wrong with that, too, but there has to be some better solution than what we have and 

what‟s proposed.  

 

HM:  Well, they‟re certainly exploring all those options right now, so, thank you.  What 

do you think the hardest issues that you may have faced, or the hardest vote you ever had 

to cast in Harrisburg was? 

 

GH:  Boy, that‟s a good question.  There was so many of them.  Well, a lot of them had 

to do with the, the religious deals in those days.  That‟s when that Bible reading and the 

religious issues were – and they were so – let‟s put it plain; everybody was so polarized.  

There wasn‟t any decision you could make that wasn‟t going to infuriate a certain 

segment of the constituency.  So, it was very difficult in those days to – even though you 

had an opinion of what was right or wrong, how that would be perceived, and how that 

would affect, you know, the reaction and misinterpreted by people because people think 

it‟s either yes or no vote on both sides, and you can‟t vote maybe.  So, the toughest thing 

is when you‟re in a situation like that how you are going to vote, and that, that, that 
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applies to a lot of – but the religious issues at that time were, were the most – oh, I would 

say the most significant example of that dilemma that you were in, „because you‟re 

damned if you do and damned if you don‟t,‟ and that‟s when I really wished I wasn‟t a 

politician in those days. 

 

HM:  Well, what do you think you enjoyed most about being a Legislator? 

 

GH:  Oh, I think the – well, in those days, I liked the company.  I liked the fellows, and I 

learned a lot.  I mean, even after the Session‟s over and just, you know, bull session 

sitting around the bar or, or in discussions, to, to be involved with people that are so 

much smarter than you are and to appreciate them, that‟s – I think it was the exposure to 

smart people.  In those days there were some very, very smart, smart, young individuals 

that I admired and appreciated, and just being and learning and talking with them was a, a 

joy.  I don‟t know how it is now.  I think [cough] in those – excuse me –  In those days 

we were all kind of friends.  Now there seems to be a lot of bitter animosity.  We had 

some jerks in our day, too, but there weren‟t that many. 

 

HM:  Well, what did you not like about the Legislature? 

 

GH:  The waiting.  They would call you down, and then the meetings and the 

negotiations were going on behind closed doors, with running back-and-forth to the 

Governor‟s Office, and you sat there.  You weren‟t privy to the negotiations.  You had 

nothing to say about them, but you waited, and you may wait a day.  You may go down 

there, you know, and decision‟s to be made on Monday and isn‟t made on Tuesday, they 
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put it off till Wednesday because of one person or several people‟s objections, and it goes 

back-and-forth, you know, from one Caucus to the other, and before the Caucuses can 

agree on it before it comes to a vote, and that was the worst part, wasting time.  There 

was an awful lot of wasted time, and I don‟t know what they do today, but we used to – 

we felt very frustrated. 

 

HM:  Do you have a fondest memory? 

 

GH:  My friends.  I still cherish them.  I really do.  I don‟t see some of them very often.  I 

get to see Lee Donaldson once in a while, and I enjoy that thoroughly because he‟s just as 

sharp as he always was.  And we, we go through the old times together, you know.  But, I 

had no, you know, I have no political – what am I saying?  I have no regrets, except I quit 

a year too soon.  

 

HM:  (laugh)   

 

GH:  But aside from that, why, it‟s been fine, and my wife and I got along a lot better, 

too, after that.  She was getting a little provoked, you know, because when you‟re down 

there two or three days wasting time waiting for, waiting for that final roll call. 

 

HM:  mm-hmm.  Well, can you recall any humorous stories that occurred on the House 

Floor?  Off the House Floor? 
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GH:  Well, not right offhand.  I remember – oh, there‟s lots of humor.  There‟s lots of 

humor, but offhand I – I‟m exposed to humor all the time, and I can‟t pick out any 

individual thing. 

 

HM:  Okay.  Have you remained active in politics? 

 

GH:  Not particularly, no.  I‟ve been interested, and I do my share whenever I can.  I 

worked at the polls for a while, just because I appreciated the people that worked there, 

and there was a vacancy at the polls, and I volunteered for a couple years.  That‟s a 

boring job just sitting there, and I did that just to pay my dues, because I appreciate the 

people that do things like that.  There‟s somebody that does that background work.  I‟ve 

tried that, and I support and admire and encourage people to get involved in politics, and 

I think I‟ve had some impact and influence on other individuals that want to get into 

politics.  I‟m not sure whether I‟m doing them any favor anymore, but at the same time, 

it‟s – I have a, yeah, I have a very nostalgic and a feeling of appreciation.  I learned so 

much, but I don‟t know how much I contributed while I was there. 

 

HM:  Well, just for the record, what have you been doing, or what have you done since 

you left the House? 

 

GH:  Oh, when I – after I retired – when I left the House, I went back to my dental 

practice, and then when I retired from my dental practice, I‟m having a ball.  I tell you – I 

even forget what I did.  I have a lot of hobbies, always did have.  I like to work outdoors, 

and I play golf, and I have hobbies; I do brass sculpture, I do woodcarving, I do painting.  
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You name it, and I‟ve tried it and, and been very successful when I‟ve done so.  I just 

enjoy my free time to the utmost, and I‟m not a bit sorry about not working.  I, I mean, 

it‟s nice not to go to work every day.  At my age, I‟m lucky I‟m not dependent on 

anybody yet, and so I‟m very, very happy.  I‟m lucky and the only reason I‟m doing this 

is to please you. 

 

HM:  Thank you. 

 

GH:  Okay. 

 

HM:  Well, how would you like your tenure to be remembered?  Because we, we always 

like to –  

 

GH:  With humor.  That‟s the thing that I depend on for the last, you know, few years.  

I‟m a happy person, and I love to see the humor in everything.  I mean, it‟s a, it‟s a – I‟m 

looking back.  Any time I see some of my old colleagues, why, we, we enjoy it 

thoroughly, and I enjoy – they tell me stories, and the fellows that used to run against me 

like Joe Ridge, all those guys, that they would run and get defeated, the Democrat Party 

would make them judges, so, yeah, they‟re all on the bench (laugh) and, you know, John 

Brosky, and all these guys that had been Democrat candidates at one time or another.  So, 

I like the humor and the nostalgia, but there was some hardships.  It wasn‟t easy going 

down there every week, and as I say, waiting, waiting, sitting there waiting.  Yeah, we 

didn‟t have computers in those days.  We had to write down everything. 
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HM:  My – I just have one last question. 

 

GH:  Okay, good. 

 

HM:  Can you tell me what your advice would be for a new Member that would just be 

starting? 

 

GH:  Don‟t throw your weight around.  I had a – I won‟t mention names, but there was a 

gentleman [James W. Knepper, Jr., Allegheny County, 1971-1980] that followed me who 

was successful, and the gentleman [Daniel R. Fleck, Allegheny County, 1981-1982] that 

followed him went to Harrisburg and he thought he was a big gun, and started to push his 

weight around, you know, and he was kind of big for his britches because he was a 

Legislator.  He was reapportioned out of his seat the very next year. (laugh)  So, I would 

advise anybody to listen, and, you know, learn the process.  Make friends, but keep your 

mouth shut.  These are astute politicians, and they get wise to fakers and they can pick 

you off in a hurry, so that‟s my best advice, yeah. 

 

HM:  Well, thank you very much for doing this interview.  It‟s been fun. 

 

GH:  Well, I think you can tell I‟ve enjoyed it thoroughly. 

 

HM:  I think so, too. 
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GH:  I just love to talk about old times, so I appreciate your, your interviewing me, and I, 

I hope this lasts forever and ever. 

 

HM:  Well, thank you, Dr. Haudenshield. 

 

GH:  Thank you. 


