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Jesse C. Teitelbaum (JT): Well, good afternoon.

The Honorable Camille “Bud” George (CG): Good afternoon to you.

JT: Thank you so much for being here. 1 am here with Camille “Bud” George, a Democrat,
who served the 74" District, parts of Centre and Clearfield Counties, from 1975 to 2012. I'd like
to ask you a few questions about your time in the House, but before that, tell me a little bit about

your background — your family; where you grew up; some of your early education.

CG: Well, I was born in a little town called Sterling, right off of the border of Houtzdale,
Pennsylvania. | now, my wife and I, reside in a home that my dad and I built for 85 hundred
dollars. The first thing we did when the kids started to come, gratefully, I had to put three rooms
on. That cost us 18 thousand dollars. Then as my dad was one of those logical people — God
love his soul — he said, “You don’t need an inside stairway. You got a fuel stove.” You know,
I’m the kind of kid was born through the Depression. | helped my dad dig the cesspool, and
when the water would freeze up, because | was little, he would stick me up under the rafters with

a blowtorch, and that’s the truth.

JT: Yeah.

CG: And so, I’ve seen the very worst of it, but I’m grateful that | had parents who cared and

who loved me. | lived for seven years in the home that my mother was born in. At three months



of age, my grandmother died. My grandfather had no place to take my mother, so he took her
back to Syria. She came back at age 17. She couldn’t speak any English. Her dad wanted her to
go to school. She said she wouldn’t go to first grade with sixth graders, with her being
seventeen. Well, anyway, she married my dad, who was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.
And his father had his back broke in the mines, and they sort of immigrated up into Clearfield
County. So, our life is such it has been good, but it has been tough, and there’s nothing wrong

with that.

JT: Right.

CG: For example, a little jovial to this, they taught us to work. When my dad came out of the
mines — he worked in the mine 38 years — if the garden wasn’t weeded, he’d give me a crack on
the rear. He didn’t do it meanly; he did it because he wanted me to pay attention to his orders.
And we grew up respecting and knowing they only wanted us to do the right thing. So anyway, |
did work for the neighbors. | remember going from Houtzdale to State College to mow lawn for
an individual that owned three of those apartment houses the students lived in for 75 cents a day
— with a hand mower. No electric, no gas; a hand mower — but it didn’t hurt us. And I also
remember my kid brother and | were unloading watermelon for a wholesaler in our town out of a
steel car, and in those days the steel car was towed by an engine that was coal-fired, and the steel
car naturally had slats in it. And we’d unload watermelon all day, and when it was over, they’d
give us one broken watermelon. Then we’d take that broken watermelon — this is the truth — and
we’d go a block and we’d sell a third of it to an individual — | won’t go with the names — then

we’d go down — and for 15 cents, understand — then we’d go down a little further and we’d sell



his sister the second part of it. Then we’d go up around the block and sell his brother-in-law, and
we’d take the 45 cents home; that’s the last we’d see of it. So, when we saw no money, we
tasted no watermelon. After a couple of months, we were there one day and | watched my
brother stir around, and | said, “What’s the matter, Ed?” He said, “There’s no broken
watermelons.” So, | picked one up and dropped it, and | picked a second one up and dropped it.
They gave us two that night. | knew | was going to be a success in the Legislature, and that’s
part of my life. | went to school in Houtzdale, and right during 1944 — | would have graduated in
[19]45. There were only 29 boys in my class. The classes were smaller — and | lied to my age
and joined the Navy. They sent me to Camp Perry, Virginia, down to Williamsburg, and then
from there to Virginia, Norfolk. Then I was lucky enough to be placed on a crash boat, similar to
a PT [patrol torpedo] boat. In fact, I always say jokingly that I’m the only one on a PT boat that
didn’t run for President. But nevertheless, | put a couple of years in there, then | came home,

and what I had fancied to start with wasn’t exactly what | saw. | wanted to get home.

JT: Yeah.

CG: Not only because | had a great mother and great dad and they’d worry about me and they’d
write me letters, but | wanted to get back home. And the truth is, when | got home, | had no
graduation certificate, so | took a GED [general educational development] out of Chicago. And
incidentally, just two months ago, | gave the graduation address to Moshannon Valley High
School, and I was surprisingly given something that | had not thought about: the superintendent

of the school board gave me my graduation certificate—



JT: Great.

CG: —when I was 84 years of age. And | was very tickled with that. But nevertheless, I tried
to do the best | could. So, at the time | got out, I didn’t have an education, so | couldn’t go to
college. So, I went to work. | didn’t take any of the fifty-two-twenty. | didn’t take any of the
schooling. | went to work, and | went to work on the strip running a bulldozer for 70 cents an
hour, 58 hours a week, 38 dollars a week; unbelievable. And anyway, then after a couple of
years of that, we had a neighbor that was a superintendent for the Grinnell Company in
Philadelphia, which was the biggest sprinkler company in the world for fire sprinklers, and he
said to my dad, “I’ll give that boy a job,” and so they put me on a road crew. | was all over the
country — Philadelphia, Delaware, Virginia, Washington, New York, Pennsylvania. They didn’t
pay anything except your salary. You had to pay your room rent and your food out of that. |
liked the job. I learned a trade. So anyway, | worked all up through the hard coal during the
trouble, or not during the trouble, but during the improvement, hopefully, of the wage and job
situation in the hard coal. | worked from Danville, to Berwick, to Shickshinny, to Moosic, to

Forty Fort, to Wilkes-Barre, to Pittston, to West Pittston—

JT: Right.

CG: —to Scranton, doing sprinkler work. | worked up there when they put the Life, seven
buildings in there. That was when they hired hundreds and hundreds of men who couldn’t do the
work that women could do with the electronics. So, | left there after about seven, eight years,

then | came home and we had a Governor from Pittsburgh by the name of Lawrence, and he was



building the Curtiss-Wright plant in Clearfield County, and I got a job with the Operating
Engineers running a bulldozer. And incidentally, today my book is fifty-six years old. But, |
went to work for them and worked a good number of years until, unfortunately, my dad had a
heart attack. And at that time we were in the automobile business. We had the Jacob George
Ford Sales that my dad took on, along with my brother Ed and my brother Bill, and | came home
to work in the garage to do something for my family instead of them doing everything for me.
And while | was there, a good fortune to the people of Pennsylvania also happened to me:
Governor Shapp [Milton J.; Governor of Pennsylvania, 1971-1979] was elected. And they can
say what they want about that man, but he was a good man. Today, hundreds of thousands of
people get the benefit of the tax break; get the benefit of the medical program through the
Lottery. And, you know, fortunately for me, the guy that he appointed the Secretary of
Transportation was a boy born in the same town as me. In fact, his name was Jacob Kassab, and
they say that he was named after my dad, who was sort of a local hero, Jacob George Kassab —

not Kassab, but Jacob George.

JT: Right.

CG: And he was a good fellow, a bright fellow. Never went to high school and wound up a

successful man because of his deep-set intellectual knowledge.

JT: Yeah.



CG: He became Secretary of Transportation. And his mother said to him, “Jake, | want you to
give Buddy a job.” That’s what they called me, Buddy. So, he gave me a job, and because of
my experience in the garage and the Operating Engineers, he made me the head of equipment for

13 counties.

JT: Wow.

CG: | was to start the following Thursday. On Wednesday, | was fired, because some State
Senator didn’t like me. And I’m getting ahead of my story, because two years before that I had
run for county chairman in Houtzdale, Clearfield County. The county chairman runs on the

ballot. There are only five or six counties that do that yet.

JT: Okay.

CG: And he wanted to tell me how I should run everything, and I wasn’t smart enough to listen,

I’ll put it nicely, or I didn’t want to be told what to do.

JT: Right.

CG: And so I was fired, and then the next year he defeated me for county chairman. But getting

back to the job, when they found out about it, he gave me the job then as Administrative Officer

in District 2, 13 counties —



JT: Right.

CG: - next to the District Engineer. And while | was there in that first term, there were a bunch
of people that were democratically inclined or supporters, and the incumbent district, 74", the
incumbent Legislator was a Republican running unopposed. So, these people came to me and
said, “Let’s write you in.” And so, they wrote me in on the ballot, and I got over 19 hundred
votes, but | had to go to court because it was “Bud,” “Budd” with two “d’s,” “Camile” with one
“1,” “Cemelle” with three “e’s.” They’d called me Gim for short. And the judge ascertained that
it was a matter of intent, so if they wrote in “Bud” or whatever, | was going to get the
nomination, and so | did get it. And right away the Republican Party started, “You know, you
got a guy, Mr. Kassab, that’s working for the Department of Transportation running for office.
He’s probably campaigning out of that office.” No, | wasn’t campaigning out of that office. In
fact, I never campaigned at all. In fact, after the election I realized, because he knocked the heck

out of me, I thought they left my name off the ballot.

JT: Oh, wow.

CG: He beat me that bad. Well, then the next two years | said, “Hey, | can win this race.” So, |
filed a petition, and they ran a very fine individual. He was representing the coal industry, and
the race at its final, I won by 316 votes. So, with God’s help, as | told you and you know, I’'m a

38-year veteran of the House of Representatives.

JT: Right.



CG: But I really believe in my heart, as | said earlier, that all of us have to change a little.
We’re not as kind. We’re not as considerate. We’re not as willing to share. We’re not as
compassionate. We think those that are getting help from the State or the government are taking
it from us, and | often wonder to myself; if you were in the same position as that individual
you’re complaining about, what would you do? So, in the final, | came down here and wanted to
do something. There’s no doubt about it but that middle-class America, middle-class, is the
strength of our nation. They are the people that do the tough things. They are the people whose
husbands, whose wives, whose daughters, whose sons go to fight our battles. They’re the

individuals who see their family members sometimes not coming back.

JT: Right.

CG: And lots of times coming back so affected by their war service — by amputations,

blindness, things of that nature. And I honestly don’t think we do enough for our veterans. Not
because I’m a veteran, but | don’t think we do enough. First of all we forget that when we draft
an individual who’s married, automatically there’s a decrease in the income of the wife or spouse
and the children. And God forbid if something happens to that individual, then what do they do?
So, | believe that we ought to offer people who serve our country more than what we offer them.
They deserve to have it nicer. They deserve to have it just a little better. They deserve it because
they’ve preserved everything we believe in, love, and care about, and that’s what I’m feeling. So
as | talk, I’m reminded that all of us, no matter who we are, we have severe sensitive feelings,

but sometimes we forget that there are those that are not as fortunate. Whether that situation is



created by from above or by our own attitudes and feelings, | don’t know. But I do know this:
America is the greatest land, and when | see all the inducement and rhetoric about America and
what it is and what it should be, there was a time that people did anything so they could get on
board of a ship to come, not knowing where they would go, not knowing what they would have,
not knowing what they would have to do but exist. And now I look and I see they don’t want
you to come in, they don’t want you to have jobs, they don’t want you to come in. In fact, look
at the voting law. There was a time when the voting law allowed you to go and register there
and vote. That’s the truth. Now to say, you know, you’re illegally voting. How could you
illegally be voting if they gave you an opportunity to register there? 1 don’t understand it. But
what we’re doing in this society, whether we know it or not, we’re trying to eliminate the power
of the majority, you and I and all of us. And, you know, | look at this society and | think, and the
things that are bad with this society, we’re so impressed with ourselves that we forget about the
other guy. You know, | saw on the record the other night, | watched the program last night on
the debate. I don’t know how the average individual can interpret what is being said and done.
But the problem is, for the guy that has it well, that has a job and is making — and again, in
America, the only thing an individual should be able to be assured of is that he has a job, or she,
and that what they’re bringing in as an income should be sufficient. It should suffice to be able
to provide the common, ordinary goods that a family needs, not only to thrive but to live in
dignity. And more than that, it ought to be able to provide the moneys for their children so they
can go off and go to college and be able to come out of college with a vocation that will put them
in a position where they’ll have it much better than what their parents did. You know, | put six
kids through college. A lot of people wouldn’t believe that what | did was proper. | had two

sons. | still have one in Philadelphia. He’s an attorney. My oldest son was 23 years old and

10



graduated from Tulane and Penn State. Coming home one night — | was here in my second term
— | got a call that he didn’t get home. They found him along the road because of a very foggy
night. He had hit a tree. They didn’t find him until the next day. But anyway, what matters
most is that you give these kids an opportunity to go on and keep with them what the rationale,
what the subscription is, what in life is the most important. And, you know, those two boys that
went to Penn State for four years, not one of them saw a football game because their mother
went over every Friday night and picked them up, and they worked in the garage Saturdays and
Sundays. I’'m sure they didn’t like that, but by the same token, | didn’t have the moneys coming
out. There weren’t those programs in that day, and they didn’t leave me with 100 thousand
dollars’ worth of debt and neither did | leave them with 100 thousand dollars’ worth of debt. It
just doesn’t make sense that a kid gets out of school and owes 60 or 70 thousand dollars for their
education and can’t find a job to pay it back, and that’s what’s wrong. Anybody, you know,
what we’re forgetting is that the trades have made our life much different. The things that we
used to do by hand manually we don’t do anymore. Equipment and modification in the
technology has changed everything. You know, we used to dig, when we couldn’t find work, a
cord of wood, four by four by eight, for four dollars; four dollars. Now, we go out with a
chainsaw and can cut ten cord in a day. Things have changed. The jobs aren’t there, the manual
jobs. So, if the manual jobs aren’t there and all the other jobs need some basis of education or
training, that’s what we ought to be doing. Everybody doesn’t have to be a biologist, a doctor.
There are some of them wouldn’t be happy being involved in things where they’re able to make
things, able to discover things, able to find reasons or perceptions that are important to them. |
have a nephew that’s a very renowned orthopedic. | have a kid brother that’s a toxicologist. He

was in Tulane as a professor for 38 years until the flood came. | have a daughter with a degree in
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nursing, and she ran the Indianapolis Intensive Care. | have a daughter who’s a guidance
counselor 35 years on, still working. | have a daughter that works in hematology out here at
Hershey. | have a daughter that works in radiology. So, I don’t have the kind of money that we
see or learn about from people, but I’m the richest, luckiest guy in the world because my God
gave me the most beautiful, most beloved wife and six grand children. Unfortunately, he took
one away. | don’t want to blame him, but that’s where it is. And I have seven grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. My sad part of my story is; | wish I could have done more for them. |
don’t want them ever to think, boy, I had it rough. Now, my dad would have done the same
thing, but he wasn’t able to do it. 1 can remember still in my mind my dad coming home from
the mine and giving me half of his sandwich with coal remnants on the bread. Do you

understand?

JT: Yes.

CG: I was telling a person just an hour ago, | wrote to the Department of the Army and | said,
“Why won’t you allow anymore a prisoner in the penitentiaries to join a branch of the service
and provide five or four exemplary years, then letting him out on probation as long as his record
was good and he wasn’t in on a felony. You used to do that.” “Oh, we don’t do that anymore.”
But by the same token, my argument is that people complain about someone getting something
they think they’re not deserving of — medicine, food, schooling, whatever — but they don’t think
a moment about the fact that, all things taken into consideration, that we as a society take those
prisoners, we give them health care, we give them dental care, we give them eye care, we give

them their medicines, we give them their clothes. So what do you think I should tell a woman

12



that calls me before I’m done this year and says “I can’t get drugs”? Should I tell her to rob a
gas station and go to jail? Yeah, | know that sounds silly, but I think we’d be more, well, maybe

more able to convince ourselves that we could be a little nicer.

JT: Yeah.

CG: I mean that. So with it all, my story isn’t that great and | know, but I’ve lived a life. | just
came from a PENNVEST meeting. I’m the oldest member on that. | was on the water long
before — they started that in [19]80; I was the first member. They gave me a beautiful alarm
clock. Naturally, I have to be a little nutsy, and | said, “Why would you give a guy 85 years of
age an alarm clock? I can count the time myself.” But nevertheless, it’s still the greatest country
in the world. The people in it are the greatest people in the world. We just lost track of where
we are, and hopefully someday we come back to where we should be, because this is a great
country. This is a country of opportune. This is a country of salvation. This is a country that
everybody would love to be in. So if it’s so bad, why do people want to get in? Some of these
people that complain ought to go to some of these neighboring countries to see people living not

an inch above how an animal must live. 1 don’t know what to tell you.

JT: Yeah.

CG: I know I’m boring you. Do you know what I’m saying?

JT: Oh, no; no.

13



CG: But I’'m going to tell you, when I tell you this, you’re not going to believe it: You know, if

a miner, if a miner becomes where his lungs were affected, they call that Black Lung.

JT: Right.

CG: Pneumoconiosis. So, | asked the doctor the other day, because I got pulmonary infection,
and | got it out of my office. I’'m the first Legislator to move in the East Wing. You didn’t know

that?

JT: No; wow.

CG: Russ Letterman [Russell P.; State Representative, Centre, Clearfield, Clinton and
Lycoming Counties, 1971-1990], God rest his soul, went on the one end, | went on the other.
And for three years | could see myself not breathing like 1 should and I complained. You know,
if you want to complain in America, complain about the bureaucracy. And I complained and
complained, and then something happened and they took the credenza down and the black stuff

was on the wall that thick.

JT: Wow.

CG: Then they recognized that the contractor who built the East Wing didn’t finish taking the

exhaust out for the air conditioning. So, in the winter when the air conditioning shut off, every
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once in a while the fan would turn, but it didn’t have enough force to get this stuff out and it rots

in there and whatever. Then in the summer when you turn it back on, that stuff all comes out.

JT: Yeah; yeah.

CG: Well, the end result is, 30 years I’ve had bad bronchial problems. The first three or four

years, a shot in the arm every week. Every day | take medication. But all in all, for all the little

things that have happened to me that I’m not happy about, the thing that I’m most grateful for is

that | had an opportunity. God gave it to me.

JT: Yeah.

CG: He started off with the best parents. He gave me the best wife, the best siblings, the best

kids, and what else can | say?

JT: Yeah.

CG: Thank you for talking to me.

JT: Absolutely. If you don’t mind, I’d like to ask you a couple of questions about the House

specifically.

CG: Sure.
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JT: But first, thank you for that answer. That was really great. | think a lot of people will get a

lot out of it.

CG: Thank you.

JT: Yes. Well, the first obvious question is, what led you to run for the House in the first place?

CG: Well, I believe, with the fact that | had mentioned that they had written me in and was sort

of disappointed that, look at me, they didn’t accept me, that I’m going to go out and ask them to

accept me.

JT: Yeah.

CG: Andthat I did, and that I’m most grateful for. Naturally, here’s what | want to say about

being a Legislator.

JT: Okay.

CG: I can’t tell people how to act. Maybe I did the wrong thing, maybe | did the right, but I’ve

always done what I thought in my heart that what my fellow upstairs would want me to do, the

right thing.
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JT: Yeah.

CG: | wouldn’t do what some powerhouse wanted me to do, and because of that, for the last 15
or 20 years I’ve had a lot of power come against me. And isn’t that funny, you ask your God,
who must know that those individuals only care about themselves, but they seem to continue to
hang on and benefit. So, with that in mind, a lot of people cave in to them, and a lot of people
suffer that you can’t name. But I’m not going to do that. 1’m going to do and continue to do

what | think my dad would want me to do. That’s the greatest trustee | ever had, my dad.

JT: Yeah.

CG: And so, | appreciate your questions, but the truth of the matter is, | wanted to do

something, something above and beyond just being a laborer, just being a kid without an

education, and God was very good to me; he did just that, and that’s why I ran.

JT: Yeah. There were a lot of issues that were pretty important to you, a lot of them specific to

the 74" District.

CG: Sure.

JT: The environment, regulations, garbage hauling, things like that.

CG: You’ve done your homework.
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JT: Right, right, right.

CG: You know, I’ve stopped this — it doesn’t make sense to me where Pennsylvania is so

beautiful a State, why we ought to bring our trash from New Jersey or New York.

JT: Yeah.

CG: You’re going to laugh at this, but the Mayor of New York — that used to be the Mayor — he
came in for a Republican meeting in Dauphin here in Harrisburg 10 years ago. | sent him a bag
of our trash. No; I’m serious. Because, why? Simply because a couple of people with money
can intervene and buy the property and fill it up, and long after they’re gone, that place is going
to cause problems. So what am I, an advocate? Sure, I’m an advocate. I’m an advocate of
protecting the environment, not ridiculously, but sensibly. For example, we had back 30-some
years ago a coal operator — and 1I’m not against coal. | worked in the coal; my dad worked in the
coal. The coal business is one business that makes better jobs, better-paying jobs, longer lasting

jobs, than any industry that deals with resources.

JT: Sure.

CG: Golly, yes. And I’m not against gas. If it can bring the price of heating down and usage
down, I’m not against it. But there are two things that people forget: Those who are greedy and

those who are responsible can bring in and allow problems to take place that can basically put a
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level of burden on individuals that you wouldn’t believe. Why is it that 60 years ago you could
look at water running all over? Today, it’s hard to view; it’s hard to see. So, my argument is,
somebody called me 30 years ago and said, “You know, we got a problem with our water.” So, |
checked, and | found that there were about 95 people down at the Philipsburg Hospital with
intestinal disorder. You know, the experts called it Giardia. Naturally, without an education, |
started to holler about Giardia. But I can read and write, thank goodness, and | checked the
water conductivity out there and it was 26 hundred-and-some iron. But | kept hollering about the
beavers causing Giardia, and you know what? One Sunday, the game warden came in and
dropped that beaver off on my porch; he shot it. “There’s your damn beaver.” And it wasn’t the
beaver; it was the bad water of Philadelphia sludge being dumped in that stripping cut, and
today, that same individual that was the operator is involved in everyday politics and hates me

with a passion. God bless him; | did the right thing if he hates me.

JT: Yeah.

CG: Thatisn’t right. Just here a couple of years ago they wanted to start another landfill in my
area, about five miles from my home. The supervisors were promised a big bunch of money, so
they went whole hog. One thing about Rendell [Edward G.; Governor of Pennsylvania, 2003-
2011]; he’s an honorable person. He had an individual who’s very close to him, very wealthy —
I’m not going to name names — but he went in with a very prominent individual, and they bought
land from an individual from my area. | raised so much fuss that we were able to intelligently
bring about a program to stop it. It wasn’t more than six months ago | was subpoenaed out of the

House to go testify. They wanted to prove that | had done something personally, fabricated
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something to stop that landfill. Guess what? Now that I’m not running again, that landfill is
going to open up. Why? Why? What does that do? You know, | remember, I don’t want to go
to jail, but I remember, with my environmental views, | was told to take issue with the facility
here in Harrisburg. 1’ve got to watch what | say, but it’s the truth. We went down and we saw
arms and legs in brown bags. Now, it’s not illegal to burn, but it’s a lot cheaper to burnitin a

facility like that than a mortuary, is it not?

JT: Wow.

CG: And so, sure I’m an environmentalist, but I’m an environmentalist with humans; I’m an
environmentalist with everything. | want everything to be safe and pure and secure. | don’t
think I should be embarrassed about that. | stopped that individual. And, you know, that same
individual that did all that was running water through the short way on 80 down into a woman’s
yard where she showed me her basement had four foot of water and the furnace wouldn’t run.
So she called me, and | did what | could. Her son was a supervisor and couldn’t get it done. 1
got it done. Then pretty soon that multimillionaire sued that woman for liable and slander
because she called me and told me things. So, then I passed a bill called rebuttable presumption.

So I’ve done my thing.

JT: Yeah.

CG: No big thing where people can remember, but | remember —
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JT: Yeah.

CG: - and I think that’s what’s important. Will you ask me another question? I’m enjoying

this.

JT: The 74" District, who were the people of that district, and in addition to the environment,

what were some of the issues that were important to them?

CG: Well, you know, years ago, as | said about everything being manipulated and everything
being automated, when | was just a young fellow, there were cigar factories and clothing
factories and things all over. You know, with me being a Depression baby, | forgot to tell you

my dad was on the WPA [Works Progress Administration].

JT: Okay.

CG: He was a foreman, 52 dollars a month. So, | knew all about this. You know, the truth of
the matter is, | can’t think of the name that the women had, the NRA or N— there was a WPA
for the men and they had a program for women, and | don’t know why we don’t do that today,
because those programs do a lot of good. You can go up into Clearfield County and still see the
work that the CCC [Civilian Conservation Corps] did. | can take you up and show you a stone

carved with Roosevelt’s name in my dad put in in Belsena, Pennsylvania, in 1934.

JT: Wow.
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CG: So, you know, we need to help each other. We need to be kind and considerate. We need
to understand, we don’t own the whole world. We only own where we are, ourselves, and we’re

entitled to the same blessings, the same kindness, the same consideration, and the same privilege.

JT: Yeah.

CG: So, who are the people in Clearfield County? I’m happy to say several facets of and
backgrounds of individuals were ascertained with some of the vocations. And | come from a
family, naturally, that is known for selling, and I had an uncle start a business there back 60, 70
years ago. The family is still in business, even though they’re all gone but the son, in the
furniture business. | watched my dad, my brother and he, went to Pittsburgh for an attempt to
get the Ford agency, and one of the Ford’s assistants said, “Why would you want to go in
business at 62?” My dad said, “To leave something for my boys.” That should be on
everybody’s mind, “to leave something for my kids.” If it isn’t money, it’s purpose. If it isn’t
purpose, it’s reputation. It ought to be good. So, when | have a town, | have the same thing in

my small county that you would have in any small county.

JT: Sure; sure.

CG: Yet, people are kind and considerate. You have people that are hard to understand. But
again, people in the general description are good. They just have to find a way to find that

purpose.
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JT: Yeah.

CG: Okay?

JT: Yeah. What were some special projects in the district throughout the time that you were in

office that you are pretty proud of?

CG: Well, I’'m pretty proud of the fact that I brought in 179 million dollars from PENNVEST
for projects, for preservations, for water startup, for water cleanup, for water additions. And I
want people to understand this: You cannot mess with the aquifer by drilling or shooting the
strata, because if you do, you can send that aquifer in a different direction, and if you send it in a

different direction, it no longer will go into that hole, that well.

JT: Yeah.

CG: And my situation, my purpose, my ideas, if in fact you need the jobs, if in fact you need the
purpose, then at least offer a responsible rebuttal. If in fact you do, | wanted this Administration,
and this Governor wouldn’t do it, I wanted him to put an extraction tax on, and it wasn’t crazy. |
want you to know there are only two States in the United States that don’t have an extraction tax,
and one of them is the largest of the bunch, Pennsylvania. Why is it that some of the gas people

are willing and happy that it would only be five percent like Texas, and that’s what | offered, and

yet the Senate sent it back? Now, the truth of the matter is, we have people hungry, we have
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people that can’t go to school, we have citizens 65 and 70 years old only getting Social Security
and they can’t afford higher school taxes, higher real estate taxes. Why is it that anybody who’s
connected can’t visualize in their own mind and in their heart, you can help two people the same

by being a little bit more cooperative—

JT: Yeah.

CG: —by being a little more flexible. 1don’t understand, because we’re going to lose water
drilling. And fracking; why is it that the State Government and the oil people won’t tell you
what’s in the fracking compound? You know, there are claims that some of those materials
could be carcinogen causing. | don’t doubt that a bit. But my argument is, what | wanted of this
Administration was to put a pre-drill survey in. It would have helped the gas people that are
innocent greatly, because there are times when other things could have affected the water. Now
a driller comes in and drills, and a guy real quick says “You ruined my water.” If he drilled that
water before, if he tested that water before he drilled, he would know if that water was bad. And
it wouldn’t cost him hundreds and thousands of dollars to try and prove, because no one had the

analysis, okay?

JT: Right.

CG: And so that’s — maybe I’m wrong. Because I’m old and wrong, I’d be somebody very
important. Maybe I’'m all wet, but, you know, if God brought me back again, 1’d do the same

stupid things I’ve done all my life. I’d try to be kind and considerate.
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JT: Yeah.

CG: | wouldn’t expect Him to make me brilliant, because | couldn’t handle that.

JT: You mentioned PENNVEST earlier.

CG: Yeah.

JT: What is it and why do you think it’s important?

CG: I think, listen, with all that God gave us, as far as that we call a mineral or a resource, there
IS no resource that can’t be duplicated with the except of water. We can’t make water. We can
make heat, we can make gas, we can take sugar and make ethanol; we can do a lot, but we can’t
make water. And without water, you can’t build a community. That water, there’s no use trying
to build a house. Without water, you can’t bring in industry. Without water, you have nothing,
nothing; less than nothing. Let me tell you something: I’m not going to come on your program
and make statements about people, but I’m pretty proud that | had the energy, the guts, the
decency, and the integrity to fight the big guy who cared more about the money he was making
than the people he was hurting. | remember a State Senator in a certain area in Pennsylvania that
| feel knew that the sewage plant was leaking into the reservoir and wouldn’t admit it, blamed it
on Giardia. | can blame another Senator for watching pickle liquor go into the ground and blame

it on various things, but the truth was, it was water that was being poisoned by badly operated
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projects. And if it’s your area, no matter who you are and you can find out, you ought to blame

those who are responsible. Okay?

JT: Yes. The 74" District has been, | should say the outline of the 74™ has changed several

times that you’ve been in office.

CG: I’ve been reapportioned four times.

JT: Right. Do you have any thoughts on reapportionment?

CG: Well, you know, the program was to be set finally. 1 don’t want to be unkind to my
Democrat leaders, but they decided to take the 74" down to Chester without even talking to me,
because they said “Look at that old character. He’s not going to run again,” instead of them
coming to me and saying, “When you leave, do you have anybody in mind?” or “Is there
anybody in mind?” I’m not going to go into that, but there could have been. So, without even
consulting me — and I’ve been a good Legislator. I’ve been a good Party man, but not so severe

that I did something to hurt somebody that wasn’t a Democrat.

JT: Right.

CG: | remember when Matt Ryan [Matthew J.; State Legislator, Delaware County, 1963-2003;
Speaker of the House, 1981-1982, 1995-2003], on two occasions, needed a vote to pass a budget

that his Republicans wouldn’t pass. | gave him a vote. Matt Ryan was a genius of a Legislator,
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a great guy, and he loved me. You know why he liked me? Because he knew I had the courage
of my convictions. Jim Manderino [James J.; State Representative, Westmoreland County,
1967-1989; Speaker of the House, 1989], what a great guy. Leroy Irvis [K. Leroy; State
Representative, Allegheny County, 1959-1988; Speaker of the House, 1977-1978, 1983-1988],
God rest his soul. These were people, people that loved their people and had the brilliance of
mind and the positive attitude and the ability to do good things. | swear to you, I’ll always

remember those guys.

JT: Yeah.

CG: So, in Clearfield County, it has always been, it’s a coal town, and that’s what we had after
the Second World War; nothing but coal. And, you know, I’m happy, because you had asked me
the question, what have | done for Clearfield? Well, | don’t want to say only I, but, you know,
there was a Governor by the name of Bob Casey [Robert P.; Governor of Pennsylvania, 1987-
1995]. God rest his soul. He was a beautiful man and he was quite a man. Bob Casey gave me
the Walmart Distribution when those people up in Clearfield didn’t care about their own area,
cared about making a few bucks, wanted it to go to another area. Bob Casey came in and said,
“It’s going where Bud George wants.” It’s in Bradford Township. It probably employs 600
people at the transportation unit, making big money. Oh, and there’s a prison up on the hill in
Houtzdale. Bob Casey gave me that. It employs 600 or 700 people. No, they’re not all from
Houtzdale, but 1 wouldn’t expect them to be from Houtzdale. | put the plant there, but | don’t do

the hiring or everybody would be working from Houtzdale.
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JT: Sure.

CG: Oh, and by the way, there’s a boot camp Bob Casey gave me. And the Philipsburg
Hospital that went broke because the local citizens wouldn’t support it. | remember we took four
doctors from another firm and gave them housing, rooms, took care of the maintenance, took
care of the rental, took care of the utilities, took care of the insurance, and they never, never
referred a patient to the hospital. But I did that. Oh, and Rendell, only Philadelphia. Well,
maybe they don’t know that Clearfield’s not in Philadelphia, but he gave me the 270 million

dollar ethanol plant.

JT: Wow.

CG: And he brought up two million here six years ago for the Appalachia program. So, I’ve

had a lot of help from these Governors. Maybe it’s because they feel sorry for me. Do you

know what | mean? Or maybe it’s because they think that kid is what we’re looking for; might

be dumb as hell, but legitimate as hell, okay?

JT: I’d like to change it a little bit.

CG: All right.

28



JT: 1975 was when you were first Sworn-In to the House. 1’d like to get your first impressions
of the House; how you adapted to a session day, and if you had any mentors when you first came

in?

CG: No, but I’'m going to tell you something; you rejuvenated my memory.

JT: Okay.

CG: I’'m a man who believes in integrity, and | believe in being resourceful but not to the point
where you hurt somebody else. | had never seen the Capitol in Pennsylvania until the day |
come to get Swore-In. | didn’t come down and join the groups. | found out what committees |

was going to be on, and there were 118 Democrats elected that year.

JT: Wow.

CG: So, they sat me back right in the middle of the Philadelphia delegation — a man by the
name of Johnson [Joel; State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1969-1980], a man that you
recognize by the name of Tayoun [James; State Representative, Philadelphia County, 1969-1970,
1973-1976] that has the paper, myself, Dave Richardson [State Representative, Philadelphia
County, 1973-1995], God bless his soul — when my son was killed, he cried like a baby — then
the end fellow from Pittsburgh. And there was trouble that year in where there was a fellow
from Philadelphia that was so outstanding an individual and he had ran against Shapp for the

primary. He only carried one county, which was EIk, which was a Catholic county. And with
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that in mind, he decided to take Herb Fineman [Herbert; State Representative, Philadelphia
County, 1955-1977] out, and he had enough votes to do it. Incidentally, do you remember in

1975 you had the flood and Shapp never moved into the Mansion?

JT: Right.

CG: And Jake Kassab and all those Secretaries went over to the east side. Well, with that in
mind, Shapp still threw his weight behind Herb Fineman — Herb Fineman, a very brilliant man.
Remember, he fell out because he tried — you know, that’s the thing about people; he’s the man
that developed a program to help these universities. Then when he asked the university to
consider the entrance of a certain individual as a student, they turned him down. That’s what’s

wrong with this country.

JT: Yeah.

CG: If the student was no good, tell the guy why he’s no good, but if the student had the

background of any other accomplishment that you’d want, why not give him a chance? Here’s a

man that gave you millions of dollars every year. And so, you know, he came under the bad

graces of the public.

JT: Sure.
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CG: But anyway, when he was running, and | won’t mention the other man, he was sitting up in
the Philadelphia Delegation, and when they called him to come up, he was going to run for
Speaker, and he said, “Are you going to vote for me, Bud?” | said, “No, sir.” He said, “Why?”
“Well,” I said, “you didn’t put me on Transportation. I’m a man that’s an operating engineer, a
man who was an administrative officer at the highway.” “Oh,” he said, “you don’t have enough
terms to be on the Department of Transportation.” “No?” “No.” “Well,” | said, “you know, you
put young John Milliron [State Representative, Blair County, 1975-1978] and Ralph Pratt [State
Representative, Beaver, Lawrence and Mercer Counties, 1975-1986]” — he now is a judge — “you
put them on, and hell, they didn’t know what a shovel was all about.” Then I said, “I’ll tell you
what—" “Oh,” he said, “I came up and spoke for you at Clearfield.” | said, “Mr. Fineman, |
can’t complain about you if I do the same thing, so I’ll vote for you, but I’ll never vote for you
again.” They broke the session. The Chairman from Delaware, we had five Democrats from

Delaware County.

JT: Wow.

CG: The Chairman of Fayette, the Chairman of Washington were called in, and they were
called in to intervene, and Fineman won. He had eight Republicans vote for him, a father and
son, a gentleman from Erie, a gentleman from Washington County — | won’t name names. And
son of a gun, you talk about honorability, when he went down to take the oath, he stopped and

said, “Bud, you got the Transportation Committee.” | swore to you that’s the truth.

JT: Wow.
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CG: I can tell you one more. I’m sitting where a poor guy died, a man that | liked a lot, and the
row, | was ahead of him every time | went out and brushed one of my coats. And Edna said,
“You’re tearing your coats up.” | said, “That’s the seat. That’s the closest row.” So, when he
died, I wanted that seat, but they put that black cloth on, and I wouldn’t ask for that while that
cloth was on. The day they took the cloth off, | said to Irvis, “Is there any way | could get that
seat?” He said, “Hey,” God love him, he said, “do you know there are 10 people asked for that
already?” | said, “Well, the guy isn’t cold yet. Why didn’t they wait? | waited until the cloth
was off.” “Oh, now, you know.” He said, “You’re getting mad.” I said, “Yeah.” He said,
“Cool down. I’'m going to put those guys to write their names and put it in a hat. I’m going to
let you put your name in the hat. 1’m going to let you pull the name. The name of that

individual will get that seat. Is that democracy?” | said, “You’re damned right.”

JT: Yeah.

CG: “Do you know what I’m going to do for you, Mr. Irvis? | think Mr. Manderino is going to

run against you next time. 1’m going to let you put your name in a hat. I’m going to let Mr.

Manderino put his name in a hat. I’m going to let you pick it.” He said, “Damn you, you got

that seat.”

JT: Good for you. That’s great. Did you share an office with anybody when you first started?
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CG: Well, let me tell you this, and | want you to know, when | came down here, | shared an
office with three others — Russ Letterman, who | admired. He was a big, hulking man. He
played for the Cincinnati Reds as a pitcher. He was from Centre County. And a young fellow
from Bucks County or — Bucks County, I guess, and a fellow from Butler County, and we only

had two secretaries.

JT: Did you?

CG: No, fancy this, right next to us, another four; then on the end, John Laudadio [State
Representative, Westmoreland County, 1963-1977] and his buddy. He was the Chairman of the
Conservation Committee. But | want to tell you something, and this is the God’s truth: When |
first took office, | ran my office out of my home. | swear to you, it never cost them a nickel, the
State of Pennsylvania. | ran it for 14 years until my mother got cancer. Now, I couldn’t have

people coming in anymore.

JT: Right.

CG: So, I moved across the path to my garage, and | set up an office. All the furniture | have in
that office today is mine. I’m not talking about the Rolodex or the computers, but all the tables,
the chairs, the desk, they’re all mine. Would you believe me, it never cost the State of

Pennsylvania any money for my office for 18 years.

JT: Really?
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CG: Yeah. That’s not going to put a special mark around my tombstone or anything, but I’'m
proud of that. Then finally | opened up an office and | hired a girl. And isn’t this funny about
the House of Representatives: my district goes all the way from Clinton County to Indiana, 100

miles. | have one office, two people. Doesn’t that strike you as funny?

JT: Yeah.

CG: Where some people only have, Philadelphia has three blocks and they got six people,

phones, apparatus. But you know what? 1 did the job.

JT: Yeah.

CG: And the people know it. I’m the luckiest guy in the world. And, you know, there are some

people don’t like me because of my philosophy and my attitude, but nobody can say that I ever

done anything to hurt them, viciously or for any other reason. 1 just took it on the way it is.

JT: Yeah.

CG: If they were hurting somebody, | took it on. If they were helping somebody, | gave them

credit. What else can | say?
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JT: Yeah. How was the camaraderie among the Members when you first started, and do you

think it changed over the last —

CG: Oh, yes. Oh, yes.

JT: - 30 years?

CG: You take when | came in here, there was a gentleman from up in Carbondale; this was a
crippled man, one of the finest men | ever met. There was a fellow up around Scranton. They
sat there in the back. There was a fellow from Ebensburg, and he graduated from Annapolis
with Jimmy Carter, and he ran a bill that was a coal bill, and 1 said, “1°d like to amend that.” He
said, “Hell, do it,” and | said, “I don’t know how.” He said, “I’ll write it for you.” That’s the

kind of people they were.

JT: Yeah.

CG: That’s the kind of people they were. So, the camaraderie, it was much different. It was
one on one, you and me, nobody else. No, it was better. Maybe | haven’t progressed enough to
know what this new breed does, but it’s not for the best for anybody. | appreciate these
questions, because I’ve had some of these answers in my gut for a long time. No, it isn’t the way
it ought to be. Those people — Charlie Caputo [Charles; State Representative, Allegheny County,
1967-1978], he was supposed to be — he was one of the best people I ever met. There wasn’t

anything that man wouldn’t do for you. He was a gentleman. He was from Pittsburgh. He was
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a gentleman. There were people that | could mention; there was a fellow down in Erie, had an
arm off — not Erie, but Easton. My memory is waning a little bit, but I don’t want to tell names.
It was just better. It was just better. They’d help you. | remember there was a fellow by the
name of Bernie O’Brien [Bernard; State Representative, Luzerne County, 1963-1980]. He was
the Chairman of the Mining and Energy Committee, and he said to Leroy Irvis two days before
we adjourned, I’d call up something, blah, blah, blah, so be it. | said, “Mr. Irvis, | have an
amendment.” So be it. “Bernie, | need ten minutes to talk to you.” So, | went down to the
office, and he said something that Irvis, or the Speaker, didn’t agree with, so they didn’t run the
bill. He never appreciated my attitude or my philosophy, and I don’t think I was all wrong. |
wish him well. If he isn’t with us anymore, bless his soul. He was a good man; he was a bright

man, but he didn’t care for people that didn’t agree with him. So, what can | say?

JT: Yeah. If you had to choose one moment or one piece of legislation or one project that you

were the most proud of during your time here, would you pick one?

CG: Idon’t know. I think I’ve passed a number of them. I’ve tried to do the right thing for the
people, not for me. | haven’t been an environmentalist to hurt anybody; I’ve been an
environmentalist to help everybody. Maybe | stopped some industry from carrying on because
the bureaucracy was turning their head and didn’t care. Sometimes it’s not just individuals, it’s
the bureaucracy. You know, in the old days | know that you could go to a construction company
or a mining company and they’d put a little gas in the inspector’s car. He’d be missing the day

something would happen.

36



JT: Sure.

CG: And we understand that, but it happens. The bureaucracy, in my opinion, unfolds in a
hapless, luckless way, and it shouldn’t. It should treat one as all and all as one. It shouldn’t
favor anybody; it shouldn’t disfavor anybody. | feel bad that some of these people hate me with
a passion because | took them on, these business people. 1 don’t like that. | don’t hold any hate
or any discerning position about any of them. 1 just say that | did what | had to do because that’s
my nature. | wish | was as smart as them. | wish | had earned as much money as them. | wish a

lot of things. But if | had as much money as them, 1’d spend half of it trying to be truthful.

JT: Why did you decide to retire?

CG: Well, on December 23, I’ll be 85, and my beloved wife had a stroke two years ago. She’s
been the best thing that ever happened to me. And remember, 38 years of driving up and down

that road, honestly, things changed enough in 38 years, it’s different.

JT: Yeah.

CG: So, I just thought maybe either they were weakening me and | couldn’t survive or

something; | don’t know. But I think it’s, I think it’s because down deep in my heart, I think I’'m

done with it.

JT: Yeah.
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CG: I hope so.

JT: Will you stay active in politics?

CG: ldon’t know. I’m waiting for God to tell me what to do. A lot of people ask me. I’ll do

anything that will keep me busy that will be straightforward and helpful, not just to make money.

JT: Sure.

CG: My God has taken care of me that way. Thank God I’m old enough to get Social Security.

I’m worried about those that are only getting 13 hundred dollars a month. That’s what I’'m

worried about.

JT: Yeah.

CG: It’s the most important thing to me, that | spend the rest of my days being able to look up

and see my family — my wife, my kids, my brothers, their families. Then God has given me

more than I could have ever hoped for.

JT: How would you like your tenure in the House to be remembered?
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CG: There are people say that I’ll be remembered. | don’t know whether I’ll be remembered.
You know, as people leave, then there will soon be a bunch of people in here that never knew
me. But, I’m believing that those who did know me throughout their lives will remember me.
I’m hard to forget. Maybe it’s because I’m a bullhead. 1’d like to be remembered as an honest,

caring guy. That’s what I’d like.

JT: Finally, what advice would you offer to someone who is interested in running for public

office?

CG: | basically believe public office is a good venue, and if you want to do something to help,
that would be the place to do it. But | would say you burden yourself more heavily when you try
to fancy yourself or take yourself up than trying to accomplish things that you believe in your
heart is important. Sure, the average individual wants to go. | saw last night on the debate on
22, both the DA [district attorney] candidates said that under no respect would they run for
another office while they were holding that office. Well, I think they were talking about Corbett.
But again, there’s nothing to stop a man or a woman with ambition, and they’re naturally
reaching out for some of these higher positions. It’s the top of the rung. I don’t have the ability
to discuss what it is or what it isn’t. | know that if | were in a room by myself thinking, I’d

honestly believe that | did a hell of a job. I’m sorry, but I think I did.

JT: Good.
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CG: There has never been a day where | didn’t think about the job, help about the job. You
know, one time — you make enemies. | had a couple of friends, and one night about 11 o’clock
at night | heard a truck running, and there was a knock on the door. And | come to the door — we
were in bed — and there was a guy, and he said, “Can | talk to you?” | said, “You might as well.
You got me out of bed.” He had a big tri-axle out there. And I said, “What can | do for you?”
He said, “Could you help me get my driver’s license?” | said, “How many times have you been
relieved of your license?” He said twice. “Oh,” | said, “five years. No, | can’t help you.” And I
heard that truck running, and I said, “By the way, who’s driving that truck?” He said, “My
girlfriend.” Well, I doubted his veracity, so | said, “Well, send her in. | want to talk to her.” He
said, “She’s got the baby.” I said, “What baby?” “Her little baby, nine months old.” 1 said,
“Tell them to come in.” That baby, she brought her in. That baby, God forbid, she was cruddy,
and she was hungry, and I said to my wife, “Get her some milk and warm it.” She gave that
baby milk, and she threw it all up. His grandparents never forgave me, because I couldn’t help
him. If | had a gun, an attorney, or the power of a President, | couldn’t have got him his license

back.

JT: Yeah.

CG: But because | was honest about it, they hated me till the day they both died, and I feel bad

about that. That’s the thing that’s bad about this kind of position. And so, you can say what you

want, but when you’re a Legislator, you’re down in the trenches. But that’s the only place where

you get an education, is down in the trenches.
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JT: Right.

CG: Okay?

JT: Okay. Representative George, thank you so much. This was a great interview, and | want

to thank you for participating in our Oral History Program.

CG: | appreciate what you’ve done for me.

JT: Good luck to you.

CG: God bless you.
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