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Heidi Mays (HM): Thank you for coming back to do this re-shoot with me today.

The Honorable Alan Butkovitz (AB): Thanks, Heidi. | wanted to come back for two
reasons; first of all, when | read the transcript I realized that I didn’t describe the Senior
Tax issue really correctly. The Poverty Tax Exemption that we were talking about
provided that income tax was not assessed on anything other than interest dividends,
essentially. And the 1991 proposal by the Casey Administration would have changed
that so it did apply to Social Security, pensions, combat pay, all of that. The effect of that
was, since it was a fifteen thousand dollar exemption and you had to have fifteen
thousand dollars in income that used to be described as dividends and interest, the two
hundred thousand dollar figure meant, at that time with the interest rate on what you
could earn on two hundred thousand dollars in the bank, you could produce fifteen
thousand dollars in income, and therefore, you would have been taxed. And now, all you
needed was fifteen thousand dollars in Social Security or pensions. So, that was the
major change. When | previously discussed it, I inaccurately referred to the two hundred
thousand dollars as two hundred thousand dollars in wealth or savings. Or, at one point |
even referred to it as two hundred thousand dollars in income, and | misspoke. The
question was, if you had two hundred thousand dollars in the bank, you would have been
getting fifteen thousand dollars in interest, and that’s what would have been taxed before
the 1991 proposal. And since the Legislature repealed the Senior Tax, that’s the way in
continues to be to this day. The second thing is, I didn’t have a chance to really mention
my family or my staff members during the first interview. My wife Theresa has been

tremendously supportive through this whole thing. As I told you in the earlier interview,
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it took me three tries to get elected. We made a number of decisions, passing up much
better paying and secure jobs so that I could stay in politics and keep at this. We finally
did move into a house, which Theresa loved, and we had to move out of it in order to
residency to run for this race, and she went and found us an apartment within two weeks
and, for all the fifteen years that | was here, she was really being mother, by herself, for
half a week. So, she really enabled me to do this thing that I’ve been so passionate about
and to get my foothold in politics and government. And I’ve run into a lot of people that
have spouses that have much greater limits and greater demands, and I think the most
important thing you can do for someone is to enable them to realize all the potential of
what they can do to be a creative and a full human being, and she really did give me that
gift. My children, who are both in their twenties now, and are starting their first year in
law school, Rachel, the vignette on her is that in 1991 — | think | described previously the
process that they put us through on lining us up for the tax increase — I remember vividly
a conversation that | had with Rachel as she was walking her to school. She was about
ten years old at the time, and she was fervently of the opinion that I should not vote for
tax increases under any circumstances. And | remember describing to her at the time, the
line that had been fed to us by the Leaders, which turned out not to be true, that it would
be a small increase; only two or three dollars a week. Well, the point was that that was
the full extent of her allowance at the time, and she just nodded her head and said,
“That’s still a lot of money.” But she had her own suggestion, which is, “Why don’t we
just draft the teachers into the Army and make them work for nothing? Then we
wouldn’t need a tax increase.” Eddie went on the road with me during the second time |

was running for Appropriations Chairman. That’s 1988, and I’d say he was about twelve
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at that time. I think that we said in the course of things, we traveled up to Bob Belfanti’s
area, and we both went paintballing. Eddie was immediately recruited by Belfanti into
his team. There was a little game that they played where they were supposed to figure
out who the ambusher or assassin was going to be in the group and Belfanti had told
Eddie that he should keep his rifle pointed at my head and if I moved, to blast me. And it
was a revelation that after twelve years of fatherhood and everything, how quickly he
could turn simply because somebody gave him a title and a position there. But, it was
fun having both of them engaged in this system. Lisa Deeley did an extraordinary job
setting up our constituent service operation and taking care of about twenty-five hundred
people a year, and | had a number of other staff people over the years, who | want to
thank also; Delores Kelly and Lance Goldstein and Gil Rockfarque and Chris Solomon
and Ruth DiCicco in the District office, and Mary Miller up here. So, thank you for

giving me the chance to come in here, correct the record and add those “thank you’s.”

HM: Well, thank you very much for coming back to, as you said, correct the record.

And, family is so important in this line of work, so I’m glad that you had their support.

AB: Thank you.



